
175 Main Street 
Courthouse 
Prince Frederick, Maryland 20678 
Phone: 410-535-2003 
www.co.cal.md.us 

Board of Commissioners 
Mike Hart 
Tom Hejl 

Pat Nutter 
Evan K. Slaughenhoupt Jr. 

Steven R. Weems 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE 
Date: 
Contact: 

June 8, 2018 
Linda S. Vassallo, Director, Communications & Media Relations 
410-535-2003   Email: Linda.Vassallo@calvertcountymd.gov 
Heather Skyrm, Public Information Program Assistant 
410-535-2003   Email: Heather.Skyrm@calvertcountymd.gov  
 

 

   
Diesel Range Organics Found in Cove Point Lighthouse Well Water 

 
PRINCE FREDERICK, Md. – June 8, 2018 – The Board of County Commissioners were 

notified by the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) that water samples from the Cove Point Lighthouse 

(CPL) rental facility were found to contain diesel range organics, a contaminant, above the 

state’s reporting level. Out of an abundance of caution visitors to CPL are being advised to drink 

bottled water while visiting the facility. 

The water sample was taken as part of the USCG’s property transfer process as required 

by federal law. The USCG plans to turn over the last portion of the CPL property to Calvert 

County Government. Reportable levels of diesel range organics were identified in a water sample 

collected from the on-site drinking water well on May 8. The well was retested and 

contamination levels were confirmed on May 18. 

The USCG notified the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and Calvert 

County Government of the test findings on May 8. The USCG completed a field investigation 

and sent the final report to MDE for review June 6. MDE will determine if any additional site 

investigation is required. At this time the issue is believed to be contained at the CPL property. 

MDE advises the CPL well water is safe for bathing and washing clothes. MDE has not 

recommended any other precautionary measures. CPL remains open to the public. 

For information on Calvert County Government, visit www.co.cal.md.us or like us on 

Facebook. 
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