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Webcam Captures Ospreys’ Return to Calvert County

PRINCE FREDERICK, Md. — March 28, 2017 — The osprey, an avian harbinger of
spring, has returned to Calvert County. The migratory birds of prey return from southern
wintering spots winter about this time each year to nest throughout the Chesapeake Bay
region, especially along the Patuxent River. A nesting pair recently arrived at Kings Landing

Park in Huntingtown and can be viewed by webcam at www.ipcamlive.com/chespaxosprey.

Ospreys often return to the same nesting site each year. Their nests are made of large
twigs and branches perched in trees or more frequently on buoys, man-made platforms, even
dock house roofs. The birds feed almost exclusively on fish, so are never very far from water.

“The return of the osprey, almost to the day each year, and the fidelity to their nest
site inspire a sense of wonder,” shared Calvert County Natural Resources Division Chief
Karyn Molines. “The healthy populations are a testament that our environmental protection
efforts make a difference. Residents of Calvert County are fortunate to have places like Kings
Landing Park and Flag Ponds Nature Park to observe these magnificent birds.”

The OspreyCam was installed in 2016 to monitor a nest at Kings Landing Park as part
of the Calvert County Board of Education CHESPAX program, supported by a grant from
Cove Point Natural Heritage Trust. Calvert County Natural Resources Division assisted in

building the camera platform, installing the camera and monitoring the nest.
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Ospreys are being studied by Calvert County seventh-grade students to illustrate the

interconnectedness of the land, water, plants and animals living in the Patuxent River. Local
teens visited the nest in July to band the young osprey.

The Calvert County Natural Resources Division preserves, manages and operates
natural resource areas to provide compatible outdoor recreation and educational opportunities
for the public. For additional information about the Calvert County Natural Resources

Division, visit www.co.cal.md.us/NaturalResources or call 410-535-5327.

CHESPAX is the environmental education program for the Calvert County Public
School System. CHESPAX is a unigque program through which the board of education works
closely with local, state and regional partner agencies to provide hands-on environmental
education experiences for the students of Calvert County. The CHESPAX staff are based at
Kings Landing Park. For additional information about CHESPAX, visit
www.calvertnet.k12.md.us/departments/other/chespax/chespax.html or call 410-535-2960.

Information on Calvert County Government services can be found online at

www.co.cal.md.us. Find Calvert County Government on Facebook.

HiH

Calvert County is Maryland’s smallest county in land area with 213 square miles. It is home to more than
91,000 people and has one of the highest standards of living in Maryland. Major industries include defense
contracting, information technology, tourism, energy, advanced manufacturing and administrative services. Like
us on Facebook by searching for Calvert County Government, Calvert County, Maryland. (LL)
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