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RE: Text Amendment Case No. 17-01 

Amendments to the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance, Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance, 

Huntingtown Zoning Ordinance, Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance, Owings Town Center Zoning 

Ordinance, Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance, St. Leonard Zoning Ordinance, and Solomons Town 

Center Zoning Ordinance 

RE: Sign Regulations 
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Pertaining to the Amendments of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance (Article 6-8 
Signs and Article 12 Definitions), Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance (Master 
Plan Chapter II C. 2.d. Signs and Zoning Ordinance Section D.3 Signs), Huntingtown 

Zoning Ordinance (Article 8 Sign Regulations), Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance 
(Article 6-4 Signage), Owings Town Center Zoning Ordinance (Article 6-4 Signage), 

Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance (Chapter V Sign Design), St. Leonard Zoning 
Ordinance (Article 6.4 Sign Requirements), and Solomons Town Center Zoning 

Ordinance (Article 6-8 Signs) 

RE: Sign Regulations  
(Text Amendment Case No.17-01) 

WHEREAS, Title 3 of the Land Use Article of the Maryland Annotated Code, as amended, 
empowers the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, Maryland (the "Board of 
County Commissioners") to enact, adopt, amend, and execute a Master Plan, and Title 4 empowers 
the Board of County Commissioners to enact a Zoning Ordinance to promote the health, safety 
and welfare of the citizens of Calvert County, and to provide for its administration, enforcement 
and amendment; 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 35-06, the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland has heretofore adopted the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 59-87, the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland has heretofore adopted the Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 41-93, the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland has heretofore adopted the Huntingtown Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 1-02, the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland has heretofore adopted the Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 22-00, the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland has heretofore adopted the Owings Town Center Zoning Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 27-89, the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland has heretofore adopted the Prince Frederick Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 24-95, the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland has heretofore adopted the St. Leonard Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 35-09, the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland has heretofore adopted the Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance; 

WHEREAS, after study and evaluation, the Calvert County Department of Planning and 
Zoning recommended to the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners text 
amendments to the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance ("CCZO"), to Article 6-8, Signs, and Article 
12, Definitions; the Dunkirk Master Plan Master Plan to Chapter II C. 2.d., Signs; the Dunkirk 
Zoning Ordinance to Section D.3, Signs; the Huntingtown Zoning Ordinance to Article 8, Sign 
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Regulations; the Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance to Article 6-4, Signage; the Owings Town 
Center Zoning Ordinance to Article 6-4, Signage; the Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance to 
Chapter V, Sign Design; the St. Leonard Zoning Ordinance to Article 6.4, Sign Requirements; and 
the Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance to Article 6-8, Signs; 

WHEREAS, after due notice was published, the Board of County Commissioners and the 
Planning Commission of Calvert County, Maryland (hereinafter, the "Planning Commission") 
conducted a joint public hearing on August 22, 2017, at which time the proposed amendments 
were discussed, staffs recommendations were considered, and public comment was solicited; 

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of the open record period the Planning Commission voted to 
recommend adoption of the amendments at its meeting on November 15, 2017 and conveyed its 
recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners by resolution; and 

WHEREAS, after considering the staff report, public comments presented at the public 
hearing regarding the proposed text amendments, and the recommendation of the Planning 
Commission, and in furtherance of the public health, safety and welfare, the Board of County 
Commissioners of Calvert County, Maryland determined it is in the best interest of the citizens of 
the county to enact the text amendments to the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance, Dunkirk Master 
Plan and Zoning Ordinance, Huntingtown Zoning Ordinance, Lusby Town Center Zoning 
Ordinance, Owings Town Center Zoning Ordinance, Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance, St. 
Leonard Zoning Ordinance, and Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance, as set forth in Exhibit 
A, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Calvert County, Maryland, Article 6-8, Signs, and Article 12, Definitions, of the Calvert County 
Zoning Ordinance; Chapter II C. 2.d., Signs, of the Dunkirk Master Plan and Section D.3, Signs, 
of the Dunkirk Zoning Ordinance; Article 8, Sign Regulations, of the Huntingtown Zoning 
Ordinance; Article 6-4, Signage, of the Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance; Article 6-4, 
Signage, of the Owings Town Center Zoning Ordinance; Chapter V, Sign Design, of the Prince 
Frederick Zoning Ordinance; Article 6.4, Sign Requirements, of the St. Leonard Zoning 
Ordinance; and Article 6-8, Signs, of the Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance; 

BE, and hereby ARE, amended by adopting the text amendments as shown in attached Exhibit 
A hereto and made a part hereof (Exhibit B depicts the amendments as they will actually appear 
in the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance, Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance, 
Huntingtown Zoning Ordinance, Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance, Owings Town Center 
Zoning Ordinance, Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance, St. Leonard Zoning Ordinance, and 
Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance). 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland that, in the event any portion of this Ordinance or the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance, 
Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance, Huntingtown Zoning Ordinance, Lusby Town Center 
Zoning Ordinance, Owings Town Center Zoning Ordinance, Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance, 
St. Leonard Town Zoning Ordinance, or Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance, are found to 
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be unconstitutional, illegal, null or void, it is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners to 
sever only the invalid portion or provision, and that the remainder of the Ordinance shall be 
enforceable and valid. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland that the foregoing recitals are adopted as if fully rewritten herein. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert County, 
Maryland that this amendatory Ordinance shall be effective upon recordation and without 
publication of a fair summary. 

-Kt 
DONE, this3-1" day of January, 2018 by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert 

County, Maryland. 

Aye: 
Nay: 
Absent/Abstain: 

ATTEST: BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF CALVERT 
COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Maureen L. red rick, Clerk Evan K. Slau ienhoupt, President 

Approved for form and legal 
sufficiency by: 

Tom Hejl Jr., ice-President 

 

  

Mike Hart 

(4-1-vv }Ara 
III, County Attorpsy at utter 

M. Same day 
ecorded in Liber Kg_No.  

Folio COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION. 

- 



Exhibit A, Calvert County Zoning Ordinance 

6-8 SIGNS 

68-01 Purpose  

The  purpose of this  article is to  regulate signs and to  promote County busine°seevvithnut  

impinging on free speech.  

GEE CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE GUIDE ENTITLED, "SIGN REGULATIONS AND 
PERMITS", AVAILABLE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF-PLANNING AND ZONING, FOR 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

O 8.02 General 8iOn Provisions  

In addition to any other regulations imposed  by this Ordinance,  all signs  shall be subject  to 
the following conditions:  

A-. SigRS Shall net be 'RteFnally 011 HMORated. Materials fer sign faGes and fFames shall be 
limited te weed er a material that has the appearanGe of wood-. 

B-.  
without approval  Of the Zoning Officer.  Such approval may be granted  only if it is 

G-. Ne SigR shal! be displayed wh!Gh uses the weFds "Step" or "Danger" Or preseRtS OF 

advertising sign. 

9-. No sign  cho1| be  located vvhena it will interfere  with traffic visibility on the right of way  
of any road.  

& 
obscene character. 

F—. public utilities. 

safe or repaired or removed, such order  to be complied  with within 15 days of the 
receipt of such order.  

~4-. When o Sign Structure does not include current orupto date odvorti 

and  Shall beremoved.  

~ All  non conforming signs  shall  be removed when: 

1-.  

2-. at the  expiration  date specified in the  permit for erection.  

Removal  Shall be the responsibility of the owner  of the property on  which the sign iG 
located.  

J, Ga 1 G611 ati E)R Of SigR aFea R squaFe feet. SigR area shall RGrrnally be the area ef the 

face of the  sign, except for  the following  situation:  

4-. if the SigR GGRSiStS ORIY Of letters er figures, the area shall be E;a'GU!ated as if a 

rectangle were drawn around  the  exterior  ofthe letters or figures. 
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ulJ~~ 
Exhibit A, Calvert County Zoning Ordinance 

| 
| i  f| / 
| | 
| -| ~ 

(06103/08) 

(06/O308) 

~~ Sign height shall be measured from the average elevation of the finished grade at  
the front of the sign and/or structure facing the street to the highest point of the sign 
and/or structure. The use nf berms, grading, or other means iO order to achieve a 
greater sign height Shall not be permitted unless site conditions- arc such that the 
proposed Sign |nuadOn is below the grade of the adjacent roadway. In such cases, 
o berm, grading oF other m ons may be used tn raise the elevation 8f the land on 
which the sign is to be placed to the elevation of the adjacent roadway. 

L= Signs attached to vehicles are a||nvved under the following conditions: 

4, The vehicle iS parked at the bUsine"u location and the vehicle iooperable, 
tagged and parked inon approved parking Space, or 

2, 
zoned FFD.RCD.or RD, unles--the vehicle is parked at the driver'o 
residenmaonditiSthereSid8Dt'npnnn@rymeGnaoftraDSpOrtSdOntooOdfr0rR 
his or her place of work. 

0-8.03 Freectandinq Siqnc,  

A-. No freestanding sign oh8U exceed 18 feet in heightun|esS approved by the Board 
of Appeals ose special exception. 

8-. Only one freestanding sign is permitted per parcel Of record 3aof the date cf 

Commission in cases whore a site is over five ocnos, provided that signs arc 
aFGhitec;tuFally iRtegFated with eaGh ether and with the buildiRg6 OR the site-. 

C,-. Freestanding Cigna Chm|| be compatible with the bui|ding(S)towhich it pe|8\8n in 
terms of Style, oo|Orn. proportion and CCo|e. 

D-, All individual signs on afneeCt3OdiOg base Shall be uniform in design. Uniformity is 
defined as: 

4, Having the same (or similar) dimensions orproportions; 

2, 

3-. Being of the same material; 
Reader boards on individual Signs on a freestanding base --hall be limited to two lines and 
shall have the sarne baGkgreund eelor and width dimensions as the primary sig  

F—. 

of solid wood or a material that has the appearance of wood, or brick. 
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~~«~ Exhibit A, Calvert County Zoning Ordinance 

Minor /*/o,ia/ nxau n/w 

Section  88.03 FrooatandingSignu 

G-. Setback  Requirements for Freestanding Signs. The  setbook requirement for  

the following  instances:  

1` 
w0thi n 40 feet Gf the side 10t Ii Fle shall adhere te the fFORt setbaGk requi reMeRt 
for the di:trict in which it is  located (so that,  e.g., views from neighboring 
properties are not obstructed). 

2-. 
sign  shall conform  to the  front setback requirement for the district in which it  
is located. 

68.04Bui|din0Sk1nDesiqn  

A-. All Building Signs uheU meet the following design GFm teFi'--.'  

4-. Every  building signshoUbedesi  ned8S8ninteona|arohitantura|ekemantof  
the building;  and  

2-. Signs on  buildings shall not obstruct architectural features  of the building;  
and  

Signs Shall not be mounted on roofs or extend above  the roof line.  

4` All signs for  buildings within o  Shopping  center. office complex, CnnnnnerCi8| 
park, or business center  shall be uniform  in design.  Uniformity is defined  as: 

b-. havi ng the same (or similar) background colors; 
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68.05 Siqns Permitted Without AZoDiDqPermit 

The followi ng signs are  permitted without o zoning permit in any  district: 

B-. Signs indicating the name and/or premises or the acce&sory use of a home for a 

conditions: 

4-. 

2-. The maxi mum  height of home occupation  signsoh@|beSixfeet  

3-. Materials shall be limited te weed or a material that has the appeaFaRGe Gf 

wood; 

4` No window signs  shall bepermitted. 

5-. No internally illuminated signs are permitted. 

C,-. Temperary real estate signs, IeGated eR and advertisiRg subjeGt preperty fer sale, 

lease or rental, provided such signs dn not exceed ten square  feet insize. 
Hewever, if the subjeGt property is larger thaR teR aGines, the Si gR may be as large 

as  16 square feet in size. Temporary rcpI co-tatc,  sign-- shall be removed after thc. 

property  iS Sold and settlement has taken place.  

9-. Signs  located on 3t3rnn advertising farm products grown primarily on  the  promises 
eF an agriteuFism, eGeteUFOSM, E)F heinitage teurism use, shall be permitted with the 

following conditions:, 

2-. For farms  that do not have frontage along on arterial road, one additional 
sign, that gives direction  tO the farm, lists products available for sale during  
the active -selling -season and does not exceed 2O square feet,  Shall bo 
permitted per farm  off premises.  

~-. Written permi-sion  Shall be obtained from  the property owner  if not on  the  
seller's property. 

4, These SigRS shall be leGated eff the FE)ad right of way and shall RGtinterf 

with traffic visibility. 

5-. These sigiis are to be tempeFaFy and shall be Femeved after 

gaged in or a--ociatcd  with the lawful construction, alteration, remodeling, or 
demolition nf any  building o[ use  provided that such  Sign:  

4-. iS limited tO one  listing for each person, firm,  or organization involved.  

2-. is removed  within 30 days after  the completion  by the general contractor.  

~3-. Is |e=--  than 20 square  feet insize.  
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A09/2 1 A 0~ 

G-. All portable signs ohoUbe|irnitedasfoUovva: 

4~ Hot air balloons and search lights are o|kow/9d for promotions only, not to 
nx000d 72 hours inoyear. 

2L. Pennants and banners are permitted for display periods not to exceed  1
days prier te an eVeRt, and RGt tG eXG8ed 30 days per year. 

 

3-. One sandwich type (A frame) sign is permitted per buSine"onn pn3nliaea'  
subieott0 the following: 

a-. EaGh sign board faGe shall Ret eXGeed nine square feet. 

b-. The total height ia not to exceed 10inches. 

e, The sign oheU be located so as not to restrict sight distance below that  
oo||od for in ASHT[> standards. NOTE: The County will provide dro*vngo 
depiuting/\SHTO standards. Applicants will be responsible for meeting 
those standards. 

d-. The sign shall either be GE)RStFUGted and maiRtaiRed aGGE)Fd'Rg to the 

Review Committee for the Town. 

e The size of the sign will net GGLJRt against the tetal SigRage allewed 

under Section 0 8.00 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

f~ Forroodsvvithpostnd --pood|innitsgr ter than 3O miles on hour, the 
sign shall be at least 50 feet frern the right of way. NOTE: These signs 

are not effeGtiVe GR high speed reads, and they present a greate 

danger. 

H-. 
containing the meet ing date of  o0Onnnunib/ Or civic club, or the advertising of an 

4-. Temporary informational or directional signs which arc erected for the 
purpose 0f advertising a special event shall be limited toDo more than 32  
square feet in size. 

2L. Such signs shall not be erected more than 30 days prior t0 the event and 
shall be removed within seven days after the event has occurred. 

One temporary sign, located to advertise the opening of a new -subdivision, 
development or Shopping center, provided that the sign: 

4- does not exceed 100 Square feet, and 

2-.  
3-. IGGated RGt less than 25 feet frem any read Fight ef way E)F less than 

~ one additional temporary sign shall be permitted within 1.00feet of frontage 
or portion thereof along each road upon which the -subdivision, development, 
or Shopping center io located, and 
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TABLE O1 MAXI MUM SIGN AREAS 

Maximum Square Footage cf Sign (sq. ft.) Front Building Wall Length of (ft.) 

10 19 39 

2029 ~50 

3030 7-9 

4040 AA 

50 59 110 

6069 125 

70-79 140 

8080 155 

9099 170 

-100 See Note 3 Below 

NOTE 1: FraGtOGRS will  be FOURded off to the GI GSeSt integral nurnbe-r. 

NOTE 2~ A GUMU'atiVe rneasul`eMeRt shall be taken f4gr businesses er i nstitutional  uses sharing party wall&-. 

490 feet. 
NOTE 4: F=Gr eaGh side ef a buildiRg that has publiG entraRG86, the sigRage shall be GaIGUlated fGF the 1GRgth of tha 

building wall and the signs shall be located only  on that side of the building. 

NOTE 5: Buildings with separate buoin000000rinotitutoncdun000ntwmormomstoheoenoponnittod50porcon  
more signage. 

oignagoispermitted. 

NOTE 7: OR a GGFner let, the buildiRg wall faGing eaGh rGad shall 198 Used tG Gerripute the square feetage 

cignagc on that road. 

NOTE & This table does not apply to signs fein wh!Gh square feetage limitatiGRs are speG*98d (I.e., Herne 

Occupation  signs). 

~tJ~+ 
2 6 Exhibit A, Calvert County Zoning Ordinance 

(080707) 0O.00 SklnoRequihnq2bninqPermits,  

8.03, Freestanding Signs, and Section 6 &N, Building Sign Design, depending on 

their type ofconstruction.  

43-. The followi ng  cigna are permitted in accordance with zoning district  regulations and  
. 
re a ZORRg permit. ARY sign eFeGted without a ZeRiRg permit shall GeRstiti 

Zo6g Violation, which shall be enforced in accordance with Section 1 7. 

te the "Use OR the premises" are permitted as aR aGGeSSGFY Use i R all 

diStFiGtS, provided that the tetal square feet aFea of all SigR6 shall be based 

on  Table 6 4,  Maximum Sign Areas.  

2-. Directional  Signs Erected  bv the County  The purpose of directional  oi  no 
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(06/03/08) 

(06/03/08) 

a, A uniform County format is to be designed by and approved by the County. 

197 The structures arc  to be located at road intersections with arterials 

an€Wer-mal'ar-GE'lleGter--rea467-as-cles4liate€1-bY4Ile-Ceunty  
Commissioners.  

c, The permit fees for individual business  signs will be used to defray cost 
of the sign structure.  

Re-rmanent-cti-resti-onal-o-r-tof-Grmational-sign-s-of-a-p-u-lal-i-o-ef-ei-u-as-i-ou-blio-nature7  
such as  those containing the meeting date of a  community or  civic club, or  the  
ad-vectising-of-all-event-Gf-oublio-interestr-shall-lae-per-mitted-subjeot-te44e 
condition that such a  sign shall not exceed  16 square  feet in size.  

4. Subdivision Entrance  Signs shall be subject to the following requirements:  

Such signs shall be set back 15 feet from the right of way of any  
adjoin-ing-a-rte-rial-e-r-ootteste-r-road-si-Zefe-feet--frona-the-right-of-way-of-a 
sobetivistoo-FeadHao-el-five4eet4rom-a11-other-laroperty-ltoes, 

The subdivision entrance  sign shall be located at the primary entrance  of 

permanent  signs. 

Such signs shall be designed and placed so as  not to obstruct sight 
distarase-a-long-th-e-aelieto-ing-read-s, 

d The size of each sign face shall not exceed  35 square  feet in area. 

T-4e-si-ze-of-the-str-uotuFe-oentatntng-a-s1gR-face-sho11-Ret-exoeed--206 

f-, The height of the structure  containing a  sign face shall be no more  than  
seven  feet and shall comply with the requirements  of Section 6 8.02.K of 
this Zoning Ordinance. 

g, The signs shall include the name  of the subdivision (as recorded  in the 

11, Maintenance  of the sign shall be the responsibility of the developer of the 
subdivision and/or the  developer's assigns.  

57 Directional Signs, Other These directional signs are  intended for the sole 
purpose of indicating distance and/or direction to service  type busine-ses  
located in Calvert County. They shall be permitted in all districts subject to the 
following provisions:  

a, Signs shall be subject to a  minimum setback of ten feet from the road 
right of way. 

197 Sigos-shall-be-timited-to4hose-servioe-type-bustnesses-sepitng4he 
traveling-pulatte,s-uoh-as-fitting-stati-era-c,resta-or-ants7-motets,roar-inos, 
etolaut-12104-b-us-i-nesses-prima-r-ily-ecoulai-eol-Mth-looal-neeols-s-u-oh-as 
furniture, jewelry, shoes,  etc. 

Signs shall be limited to two in number  for any one business,  and shall 
not-be-teoated-rnor-e-tlaa-n-ten-rFti-les4rem-the-sulojeet-use, 

GI, Each sign shall be limited to 16 square  feet in area. 

gillboard-s---N-e-new-bill-boafets-shall-be-permittecl-after-actoption-of-this-amonOme-nt 
(February 27, 1992). Existing billboards may not be expanded as  of the date of this 
amendment.  
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~~ Bus Shelters With the  exception of  Signsonbus:hoKcrainoxistononoaof  
the effective  date of this amendment  (May O.1S97)' nn Signs:hoUbo 
di--playcd on bus shelters.  Existing signs on bus shelters may  be replaced  but 
not expanded.  Any bus Shelter with  Signs which  ceases being  ucodoaobu: 

the  following procedure: 

e-. By September  15of each yqpr,  the Zoning  Officer shall identify any  
she|tcrovvhiohononot|onotodzd:itoavvhiohonnoithcrcohoo|bua--tnpo  
for  the current ::hnn|y ornr bus Stops for  public transportation.  

b-. The Zoning  Officer shall notify the owner  of the -shelter aa well aethe 
owner  of the property upon  which the unused shelter ia located  that the 
shelter  shall be removed  in its entirety  within 0O days nf the notice date.  

*, The decision  of the Zoning  Officer may ba appealed  hm the Board  nf 
/\ppcp|s under Section  11 1.04of the Zoning Ordinance. Such  on 
app n| shall he taken within thirty (3O) days  nf the date of the above  
notice.  

4-. Any bus -shelter  which is  removed because of non use may be  relocated 
too location used eae bus  stop either for schools nrpublic,  

above.  The right to  relocate Shall be forfeited if not nxoroi--cd within the  
60 day period.  

9-. Town Center Entrance Signf,-  

a, The County Commissioners  shall adopt guidelines governing  the design  
and financing of Town Center entrance signs considering  the 
recommendations  nf the Department of Planning  & Zoning and  the 
Planning Commis-sion.  

b-. All Town Center entrance -signs  shall be erected and maintained  by the 
County orits designee.  

6-8.07 Violations  

remove any  sign thotiadotemninodtoboozoningvkdotion.aftorprnpornotifiootionin 
given, as required  by Section  1 7.01.C. Any  cost associated  with any such nernovo| shall  
be paid by the property owner. 
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6-8.01 Purpose 

These regulations balance the need to protect the public safety and welfare, the need for 
a well maintained and attractive community and the need for adequate identification, 
communication and advertising. The regulations for signs have the following specific 
objectives: 

A. To allow businesses, institutions and individuals to exercise their right to free 
speech by displaying messages on a sign, and to allow audiences to receive such 
information; 

B. To foster successful businesses by providing those businesses with the means for 
reasonable and appropriate communication and identification; 

C. To ensure that signs are designed, constructed, installed and maintained according 
to minimum standards to safeguard life, health, property and public welfare; 

D. To allow and promote positive conditions for communication by sign; 

E. To reflect and support the desired ambience and development patterns of the 
various zoning districts, overlay districts, planning areas and sub-areas and 
promote an attractive built environment; and 

F. To allow for adequate and effective signs whose dimensional characteristics further 
the interests of public safety and the needs of the motorist, where signs are viewed 
from a road. 

6-8.02 General Provisions 

A. Sign regulations apply to each zoning district within Calvert County, excluding 
incorporated towns and any established municipality that has its own zoning 
authority. Permanent signs in the Town Centers and the Rural Commercial District 
are subject to Architectural Review according to applicable design guidelines, as 
amended from time to time. 

B. Where the Federal government or State of Maryland maintains statutes controlling 
certain signs or messages, the Federal government's or State's laws, regulations 
and standards shall supersede this Chapter. The minimum signage that is required 
by Federal or State law shall not count toward the signage allowed by this 
Ordinance. 

C. Except as permitted in these regulations, no sign shall be erected, affixed or 
displayed without a sign permit. 

D. No sign shall obstruct or interfere with ingress or egress from any door, window or 
fire escape. No sign shall resemble or imitate signs or signals erected by the 
County or other governmental agency for the regulation of traffic or parking. 

E. No part of a sign shall have animation, moving parts, flashing lights or changing 
colors unless specifically permitted for electronic message centers in this Chapter. 

F. No sign shall be located where it will interfere with the sight distance on the right-
of-way of any road, public or private, and shall not impair or impact sight distance 
requirements of the Calved County Road Ordinance and the current American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Highway 
Safety Manual. 
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G. No sign or structure to which a sign is affixed shall be allowed to remain if it is 
unsafe or endangers the safety of a building, premise, person or structure to which 
a sign is affixed. The Zoning Officer shall order such signs, or structures which a 
sign is affixed, to be made safe, repaired or removed as necessary to address the 
condition subject of the order. Such order shall be made in accordance with 
Section 1-7 of this Ordinance, as amended from time to time. 

H. Any sign proposed to be located or replaced in a designated Calvert County 
Historic District must be approved by the Historic District Commission in 
accordance with the provisions of County Code Chapter 57, Sections 57-12 and 
57-13, as amended from time to time. 

I. All external illumination shall be in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-6.01 
of this Ordinance. 

J. Messages and structures shall be constructed in accordance with all applicable 
codes and shall be maintained in good repair and condition at all times. 
Maintenance shall include replacing or repairing of worn or damaged parts of a 
sign or sign structure in order to maintain the message and structure in good repair 
and condition at all times. 

K. Signs that cannot be seen from a right-of-way, waterway, or an adjoining property 
are exempt from the regulations in Section 6-8. 

L. Inward-facing signs within a stadium, open-air theater, parks, arena or other similar 
use facility, which signs can be viewed only by persons within such stadium, open-
air theater, parks, arena or other similar facility are exempt from the regulations in 
Section 6-8. 

6-8.03 Measurements and Calculations 

A. Overall freestanding sign height shall be measured from the lowest point at the 
base of the sign or structure along the closest road to the highest point of the sign 
or structure. The use of berms, grading or other means in order to achieve a 
greater sign height shall not be permitted except where site conditions are such 
that the proposed sign location is below the grade of the closest adjacent roadway, 
then the freestanding sign or structure's height shall be measured from the center 
line of the pavement of the adjacent road closest to the base of the sign. For signs 
along waterways, the sign height shall be measured from the base of the sign. 

B. The sign area shall be computed in square feet by means of the smallest square, 
rectangle, triangle or circle, or combination thereof that encompasses the extreme 
limits of the sign message. See Figure 1, Figure 2 and Figure 3 for examples 
implementing this means of measurement 



Sign Area Sign Area ="A"x "B" 

INIMINIM MOM MEER wit um amp son am  min  _ 
Alm  MD NM 11111111111111111111110.11111En  aim  

imumems  OM IMP NMI  saitaidwat.swil 

Exhibit A, Calvert County Zoning Ordinance 

Figure 1: Example of the calculation of the sign area and height of a freestanding sign. 

Sign Area=ltxr2  

Figure 2: Example of sign area computation by the smallest circle encompassing the extreme 
limits of the sign message. For the purposes of calculations, 71 equals 3.14. 
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Figure 3: Example of sign area calculation for wall signs. 

C. In the case of a three-dimensional (3-D) sign, the sign area shall be calculated by 
the smallest square, rectangle or circle that encompasses the profile of the sign 
message. The profile used shall be the largest area of the sign message visible 
from any one point. 

D. For the purposes of this Chapter, the sign area for a sign with more than one face 
(multi-faced signs) shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces. 

E. Only one (1) side of a double sided sign is counted in determining the sign area 
provided that the two sign faces are placed back to back, so that both faces cannot 
be viewed from any one (1) point at the same time, and when such sign faces are 
part of the same sign structure and are not more than twenty-four (24) inches 
apart. Where the two (2) sides are not of equal size, the sign area shall be 
computed by the measurement of the largest of the sign areas. 

F. All fractions for various shapes will be rounded to the closest whole number. 

6-8.04 Prohibited Signs 

The following types of signs are specifically prohibited within the County: 

A. Vehicle signs viewed from a public road with the primary purpose of providing 
signage not otherwise allowed by this Ordinance. Vehicles or trailers shall not be 
parked to be used primarily as advertising signs. This does not apply to a vehicle 
parked at a place of business or an owner's/driver's residence and is the primary 
means of transportation to and from his or her place of employment. Furthermore, 
this does not apply to any signage for vehicles required by State or Federal law. 

B. Billboards with the exception of billboards established prior to February 27, 1992, 
refer to Section 6-8.13 E. 

C. Signs that are affixed to any structures, trees or other natural vegetation, rocks or 
poles or otherwise placed in or overhang into the public right-of-way. 

D. Any sign erected or placed on or above a traffic control device or its supporting 
structure not placed by a governmental agency or with the permission of a 
governmental agency: 
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1. Any sign so placed, unless previously approved by the Calvert County 
Department of Public Works, may be removed by the County. 

2. If the placement or removal of any sign damages the traffic control device or its 
supporting structure, that person or entity found responsible for the placement of 
such sign shall be responsible for repairing or replacing the traffic control device 
and its supporting structure at no additional cost to the County or State. 

E. Signs that extend above the top of the roofline of the building to which it is affixed. 

6-8.05 Signs Permitted in All Areas without a Permit 

Each sign exempt from the permit process shall still comply with all applicable safety, 
height, area and location standards established in Section 6-8. The following signs do 
not require a sign permit: 

A. This Ordinance does not apply to any traffic control devices "TCDs" as identified in 
the latest version of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices "MUTCD" and 
other State and County design standards related to traffic control or management 
that are installed by the Calvert County Department of Public Works or the Maryland 
State Highway Administration. 

B. Any other signs installed by County governmental agencies on its own property. 

C. Flags. 

D. Signs or notices issued by any court, officer or other person or organization in 
performance of a public duty or required by law to be posted. 

E. Certain temporary signs as established in Section 6-8.12 of this Ordinance. 

F. Window signs are allowed provided they comply with all other sign regulations in this 
Ordinance. 

G. Properties with agricultural use assessment from the Maryland Department of 
Assessments and Taxation may have individual non-illuminated signs not exceeding 
six square feet where seeds or crops are planted in a specific field. 

H. Official signs erected by public utility, oil, gas, mining or construction companies to 
warn of danger or hazardous conditions, including signs indicating the presence of 
underground cables, gas lines and similar devices. 

Figure 4: The window area is illustrated within the dashed line area for the two storefronts in the 
above image. 
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6-8.06 Permitted Signs 

A. Table 6-1 identifies where different types of signs are permitted in each of the Town 
Centers, districts or areas. 

B. Each sign type shall comply with its sign type-specific standards established in this 
Ordinance at 6-8.07 through 6-8.12. 

C. Illumination of Permanent Freestanding or Building Signs 

1. Illuminated signs are permitted in all zoning districts, except in designated 
Calved County Historic Districts and as otherwise provided herein, where 
internally illuminated signs are prohibited. Signs must comply with the Outdoor 
Lighting Regulations in Section 6-6.01 of this Ordinance, including glare control 
requirements. 

2. For signs in the Solomons Town Center, south of Lore Road, signs may only be 
illuminated by an external light source. 

D. Sign Materials 

1. Signs may be constructed of any durable materials with the exception that: 

a. Permanent signs in the Solomons Town Center north of Lore Road shall be 
constructed of any durable, nonreflective, matte-finish materials. 

b. Permanent signs in the Solomons Town Center south of Lore Road shall be 
constructed of wood or those materials with a wood-like appearance. 
Materials other than wood may be used for signposts, frames and supporting 
structures. 
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TABLE 6-1: SUMMARY TABLE OF PERMITTED SIGN TYPES 

Sign Type 
Symbols 

P-A = Permitted with 
Architectural Design Review 

P = Permitted without 
Architectural Design Review 

X= Not Permitted 
S = Permitted with Special 

Exception 
S-A = Permitted with Special 
Exception with Architectural 

Design Review 
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Permanent Freestanding Signs 

Directional Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Drive-Up Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Other Freestanding Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Subdivision Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Permanent Building Signs 

Awning or Canopy Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Projecting Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Wall Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Electronic Message Centers and Reader Boards [3] 

Electronic Message 
Centers X X X X X X/P-A 

[4] X X X X/P-A 
[5]  

Reader Boards P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Portable Signs 

A-Frame or T-Frame 
Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Temporary Signs 

Air-Activated Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Balloon Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Banner Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Blade Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Pennants P P P P P P P P P P 

Yard Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

NOTES: 

[1] Signs in the Rural Commercial District and Town Centers are subject to architectural review according to 
applicable design guidelines, as amended from time to time. 

[2] Nonresidential permitted uses in the other Huntingtown Town Center districts (Neighborhood District and 
Residential District) shall comply with all the requirements of the Mixed Use District. Nonresidential uses allowed by 
conditional use or special exception shall comply with the sign requirements of the Mixed Use District unless more 
stringent requirements are set as part of the conditional use or special exception approval. 

[3] This subsection of Table 6-1 identifies where electronic message centers and reader boards are permitted as a 
portion of a permitted freestanding or building sign in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-8.07. Such signs 
shall not be permitted in addition to any other permitted signs. 

[4] Building signs and freestanding signs on sites having frontage along Route 2/4, Dares Beach Road West or Route 
231 west of Route 2/4 may be backlit. 
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TABLE 6-1: SUMMARY TABLE OF PERMITTED SIGN TYPES 

[5] Outside of any Town Center, building signs and freestanding signs on property zoned EC (Employment Center) 
along the roads specified in footnote [4] immediately above may be backlit. 

6-8.07 Permanent Freestanding Sign Regulations 

A. The sign shall be affixed to a permanent foundation or structure. 

B. An issued sign permit is required prior to installing for all permanent signs unless 
otherwise specified. 

C. Permanent Freestanding Signs shall comply with the following regulations based 
upon their classification. 

1. Directional Signs (Permanent) 

a. One sign may be permitted per individual driveway intersection with any 
public road; 

b. The maximum sign area shall be five (5) square feet; and 

c. The maximum sign height shall be three (3) feet. 

2. Drive-Up Signs (Permanent) 

a. One drive-up sign is permitted for each drive-up lane with a maximum sign 
area of thirty-six (36) square feet each. 

b. The above maximum sign area shall not apply to any drive-up signs located 
in the rear of the building not visible from a public right-of-way or screened 
with a fence, wall, landscaping or other screening methods that fully block the 
view of the drive-up signage from view of all public rights-of-way. 

c. Drive-up signs may be internally illuminated and comply with the 
requirements of Section 6-6.01 except as restricted by Section 6-8.06.C.1 
and 2 of this Ordinance. 

3. Other Freestanding Signs (Permanent) 

Other types of freestanding signs may be permitted upon property for which the use 
is nonresidential and upon properties for which the use is residential if a home 
occupation has been approved by the Calved County Department of Planning & 
Zoning in accordance with the following regulations: 

a. For the purposes of this Chapter 6-8, nonresidential properties shall include 
lots and parcels of record with agricultural, business & personal service, 
commercial, recreational, industrial, public or institutional uses. 
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b. One freestanding sign not to exceed four (4) square feet in size and six (6) 
feet in height may be approved on residential properties that contain an 
approved commercial business (home occupation). 

c. For freestanding signs proposed to be located upon properties for which a 
building or structure has been constructed and the use for which is 
nonresidential, the sign area and sign height for freestanding signs permitted 
on any nonresidential property shall not exceed that set forth at Table 6-2 
and: 

i. Except as otherwise provided herein, only one freestanding sign is 
permitted per lot or parcel of record as of the effective date of this 
amendment. 

ii. Parcels that have frontage on two or more roadways may have a 
freestanding sign along each roadway. 

iii. For lots or parcels of record as of the effective date of this amendment, 
with greater than five hundred (500) feet of road frontage, additional 
freestanding signs may be approved for every additional five hundred 
(500) feet of road frontage subject to the following criteria: 
a) Materials, landscaping and design for multiple freestanding signs 

shall be similar; 
b) The location of the multiple signage shall be shown on a site plan or 

plot plan; and 
c) Each freestanding sign shall meet all other requirements of this 

Ordinance. 

iv. If a use is situated on a lot or parcel of record as of the effective date of 
this amendment with a narrow road frontage of less than fifty (50) feet or 
is of a shape that prevents the establishment of a freestanding sign 
along the road, the applicable freestanding sign may be located on an 
adjacent lot or parcel without affecting the sign area allowed on the 
adjacent lot or parcel of record as of the effective date of this 
amendment without being subject to the multiple sign rules of Section 6-
8.07 C. 3. i, above provided that: 
a) A special exception is granted by the Board of Appeals; 
b) The height and area of the freestanding sign shall be based on the 

zoning district of the property to which it serves, as determined by 
the Zoning Officer; 

c) The freestanding sign shall either be located on a separate sign 
structure from any signage allowed on the lot or parcel of record as 
of the effective date of this amendment where it is to be located, or 
shall be or be incorporated into the sign structure allowed on the lot 
or parcel of record as of the effective date of this amendment where 
it is to be located; 

d) If signage from the adjacent properties are to be located on one (1) 
freestanding sign, then the sign area shall not exceed the combined 
maximum freestanding sign area of what would be allowed for the 
individual signs; 
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e) The sign owner shall be required to obtain, record and submit proof 
of an easement from the person or entity who owns the property 
where the sign is to be located to demonstrate that the property 
owner has authorized placement of the sign in the applicable 
location. Such easement shall either be permanent, allowing 
placement of such sign in perpetuity, or if temporary, shall establish 
an expiration date for the easement. For a temporary easement, the 
sign shall be removed on or before the expiration date of the 
easement. Failure to remove the sign on or before the expiration 
date shall be considered a violation of this Ordinance. 

f) For nonresidential properties having no permanent buildings, a 
maximum of fifty (50) square feet of signage is permitted with a 
maximum height as established in Table 6-2. 

g) The setback requirement for freestanding signs shall be a minimum 
of ten (10) feet from the right-of-way except in the following 
instances: 
i) Any freestanding sign located along an arterial road and within 

forty (40) feet of the side lot line shall adhere to the front 
setback requirement for the district in which it is located. 

ii) If located along a collector or local road and within thirty (30) 
feet of the side lot line, the sign shall conform to the front 
setback requirement for the district in which it is located (See 
Figure 5). 
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TABLE 6-2: MAXIMUM SIGN AREA (IN SQUARE FEET) AND SIGN HEIGHT (IN FEET) OF FREESTANDING SIGNS 

Town Center, District or Area 
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Maximum Sign Area 50 20 20 20 20 
See 

Note [1] 
20 50 20 50 

Maximum Sign Height 10 8 8 8 8 
See 

Note [2] 
8 10 

10 
except as 

 
allowed in 
Note [2] 

18 

Maximum Sign Area for 
Commercial Business 
on Residential Property 

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Maximum Sign Height 
for Commercial 
Business on Residential 
Property 

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 

Directional Signs 
Maximum Sign Area 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Directional Signs 
Maximum Sign Height 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Drive-Up Signs 
Maximum Sign Area 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 

Subdivision Signs 
Maximum Sign Area 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 

Subdivision Signs 
Maximum Sign Height 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 

Note [1] 
The maximum sign area in Prince Frederick Town Center shall be: 

a) 90 square feet along MD 2/4; 
b) 50 square feet along 231, Dares Beach Road and all other existing and future roads within Entry District, 

Village District, New Town District and Forest District; and 
c) 20 square feet along Armory Road, Church Street, Duke Street and Main Street, all other existing and future 

roads within the Old Town District & Old Town Transition District. 
Note [2] 
The maximum sign height for selected special areas in the Prince Frederick and Solomons Town Centers shall be: 

a) 22 feet in Prince Frederick along MD 2/4, Entry District; 
b) 14 feet in Prince Frederick along MD 2/4 and all other districts; and 
c) 8 feet in the Solomons C1 Sub-area. 
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Minor Arterial Road R/W 

Figure 5: Allowable locations for freestanding signs. 

4. Subdivision Signs (Permanent) 

Not more than two (2) subdivision signs meeting the following minimum 
requirements and limitations may be permitted at each subdivision entrance: 

a. Such signs shall be set back fifteen (15) feet from the right-of-way of any 
adjoining arterial or collector roads; five (5) feet from the right-of-way of a 
subdivision road; and five (5) feet from all other property lines. 

b. The size of each sign face shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet in area. 

c. The size of the structure containing a sign face shall not exceed two hundred 
(200) square feet in area, excluding the sign face. 

d. The height of the structure containing a sign face shall be no more than eight 
(8) feet, and shall comply with the requirements of Section 6-8.03.A of this 
Ordinance. 

e. Maintenance of the sign shall be the responsibility of the developer or 
homeowners association of the subdivision, which obligation may be 
assigned. 

6-8.08 Building Signs (Permanent) 

A. General Provisions 

Permanent building signs shall comply with the following regulations based upon 
their classification: 

1. Table 6-3 establishes the maximum amount of permanent building sign area 
allowed on any single building wall. 
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2. The building sign area allowed on each individual building wall in Table 6-3 shall 
not be aggregated and placed on a single building wall (e.g., if each wall is thirty 
(30) feet long, a maximum of seventy (70) square feet of building sign area may 
be placed on each wall). 

3. The building sign area allowed in Table 6-3 shall include the total amount of all 
awning, canopy, projecting or wall signs on each wall. Standards for each 
individual building sign type follow Table 6-3. 

4. A cumulative measurement shall be taken for the entire building regardless of 
multiple uses or multiple businesses sharing party walls. 

5. Buildings with separate uses on two or more stories are allowed fifty (50) percent 
more building area signage than specified in Table 6-3. 

TABLE 6-3 PERMANENT BUILDING SIGN AREA ALLOWED 

Length of Front Building 
Wall (feet) 

Maximum Square Footage of all Building Signs 
(square feet) 

10-19 30 

20-29 50 

30-39 70 

40-49 90 

50-59 110 

60-69 125 

70-79 140 

80-89 155 

90-99 170 

100 or Greater For building walls that are longer than one hundred 
(100) feet, add one square foot of maximum sign area 

for every linear foot over one hundred (100) feet. 

B. Building Sign Types (Permanent) 

1. Awning or Canopy Signs (Permanent) 

a. The construction of the awning or canopy structure shall comply with the 
current International Building Code in effect with the applicable local and 
State amendments. 

2. Projecting Signs (Permanent) 

a. A projecting sign may be attached to the ceiling or wall of an outdoor 
arcade if it complies with the height clearance of this subsection. 

b. All components of the projecting sign shall have a minimum height 
clearance of eight (8) feet above the sidewalk and (fifteen) 15 feet above 
any driveway or vehicular use area. 

c. Projecting signs shall not extend above the roofline of the building. 

d. All projecting signs shall be separated from other projecting signs by a 
minimum of five (5) feet. 
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3. Wall Signs (Permanent) 

a. A wall sign may be painted directly on a building wall, mounted on the 
façade wall or mounted on a raceway. 

b. A wall sign shall not protrude more than eighteen (18) inches from the 
wall or face of the building to which it is attached, regardless of whether a 
raceway is used. 

c. Wall signs shall not extend above the roofline of the building or past the 
sides of a façade to which it is attached. 

d. Wall signs may not be attached to a penthouse or any roof structure 
including but not limited to mechanical equipment or roof screening. 

6-8.09 Electronic Message Centers (EMCs) and Reader Boards 

A. Where permitted, as indicated in Table 6-1 of this Ordinance, up to fifty (50) 
percent of any permitted freestanding sign, canopy sign, wall sign or window 
sign may be composed of a reader board or an EMC. 

B. Except as otherwise provided herein, only one (1) EMC is permitted on any 
single lot or parcel of record as of the effective date of this amendment. 
Parcels that have frontage on two or more roadways may have one (1) EMC 
sign along each roadway. 

C. EMCs shall be prohibited in Historic Districts. 

D. EMC signs, when allowed by Table 6-1, are subject to the following conditions: 

1. One (1) EMC per side of the sign structure, but no more than two (2) 
sides. 

2. Reserved for future use. 
3. The images and messages displayed must be static, and the 

transition from one static display to another must be instantaneous 
without any special effects. See definition of Static/Instant Message 
Change. 

4. EMCs must be designed and equipped to freeze the device in one 
position if a malfunction occurs. The displays must also be equipped 
with a means to immediately discontinue the display if it 
malfunctions, and the sign owner must immediately stop the dynamic 
display when notified by the Zoning Officer that it is not complying 
with the standards of this Ordinance. 

5. The EMC shall come equipped with an automatic dimming photocell, 
which automatically adjusts the display's brightness based on 
ambient light conditions. 

6. The brightness level shall not exceed 0.3 foot candles over ambient 
levels as measured in accordance with the procedure and distances 
for measurement of brightness specified by the International Sign 
Association in its Night-time Brightness Level Recommendations for 
On-Premise Electronic Message Centers (August 2016 and as 
updated from time to time). 

7. EMCs shall not be located within two hundred (200) feet of the 
property line of a residential structure. This setback does not apply 
to residential structures on mixed use properties. 
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8. All EMCs shall be shielded from view of residential structures on 
adjacent properties through the use of a fence, wall or vegetative 
buffer that is installed to shield the view of the sign from the 
residential structure. Such fence, wall or vegetative buffer shall 
comply with any applicable regulations in this Ordinance and must be 
shown in the permit application. 

6-8.10 Master Sign Plan 

The master sign plan allowance established herein is to provide for additional 
permanent signage for large-scale nonresidential, mixed use or residential 
developments and/or is to allow creativity and flexibility in establishing a cohesive and 
aesthetically pleasing overall design of signage within a development. The master 
sign plan provides a review process where any development that includes one 
building of twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet or more of gross floor area, or 
multiple buildings, on a single parcel, with cumulative total of twenty-five thousand 
(25,000) square feet of gross floor area or more can submit a master sign plan 
package that illustrates all the signage that will be used on the lot or parcel of record 
as of the effective date of this amendment and the relationships of all these signs to 
the development. 

A. Master sign plans shall be submitted to the Calvert County Department of 
Planning & Zoning for any nonresidential development which meets the 
square foot threshold in 6-8.10 above, and where the applicant wishes to 
submit a single, comprehensive sign plan for review. 

B. A master sign plan is intended to promote consistency among signs within a 
development and enhance the compatibility of signs with the architectural and 
site design features within a development. 

C. A master sign plan may include more than one (1) freestanding sign per 
development or other deviations from the standards of this Ordinance. 

D. An application for review of a master sign plan shall include: 

1 A master sign plan, drawn to scale, delineating the site proposed to 
be included within the master sign plan and the general locations of 
all permanent signs including freestanding and building signs and the 
property lines, buildings, roadways, and rights-of-way; 

2. Drawings or sketches indicating the dimensions, location and sign 
area for all the permanent signs; 

3. Drawings or sketches indicating the exterior surface details of all 
buildings on the site on which wall signs, awning signs, canopy 
signs, projecting signs, window signs or other building signs are 
proposed; and 

4. Information regarding the illumination of any signs. 

E. In order for the Calvert County Planning Commission, or its designee, to 
approve a master sign plan, it or its designee must find all of the following: 

1. That the plan's contribution to the design of the site and surrounding 
area will be superior to the quality than would result under the 
regulations and standards of this Ordinance; 

2. That the signs proposed as part of the master sign plan will create a 
uniform sign package for the site related to materials, lighting, design 
and other features of the individual signs; and 
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3. That the proposed signs are compatible with the style or character of 
improvements and are well-related to each other in terms of location 
and spacing. 

F. The Calvert County Planning Commission, or its designee, may grant its 
approval subject to conditions as it deems necessary to carry out the intent of 
this Chapter 6-8.10. 

G. Upon approval of a master sign plan, permits will be issued only for those 
signs approved under the master sign plan, subject to all conditions of 
approval. 

6-8.11 Portable Signs 

Portable signs shall be constructed and maintained according to the following 
standards, specifications and regulations: 

A. Each sign board face shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet with a 
maximum width of three (3) feet and a maximum height of four (4) feet. 

B. The sign shall only be displayed outside during hours of operation. 

C. Any business may apply and receive approval for not more than one (1) 
portable sign. 

D. If placed on a sidewalk, the sign shall be placed in such a manner as to 
maintain a minimum of four (4) feet of sidewalk clearance for the safe passage 
of pedestrians. 

E. The sign shall be located in front of the establishment which the sign serves. 

F. The sign must be free-standing and shall not be affixed, chained, anchored or 
otherwise secured to the ground or to any pole, parking meter, tree, tree grate, 
fire hydrant, railing or other structure. 

G. The sign must not obstruct entry or exit doors, parking meters, bicycle racks, 
and other features legally in the right-of-way or required as part of any 
building, fire or other safety code. 

H. The sign must not interfere with the opening of car doors in legal parking 
spaces, or with the operation of wheelchair lifts and ramps, cab stands, 
loading zones or bus stops. 

I. The sign shall be weighted so that it is stable and windproof. 

J. The sign must be constructed of durable, weather-proof materials, such as 
slate, marker board, stainless steel, aluminum, aluminum composite, laminate 
plastic, or medium density overlay plywood painted with enamel paint. Rough 
cut plywood is not an acceptable material for the sign. 

K. The sign cannot have sharp edges or any protrusions or features that could be 
a hazard to pedestrians. 

L. Calvert County Government shall be indemnified and held harmless from any 
liability resulting from accident or injury caused by erection and maintenance 
of such signs. 

6-8.12 Temporary Signs 

A. General Provisions 

1. Temporary signs shall be constructed and maintained according to the 
following standards, specifications and regulations: 
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2. Temporary signs shall not be mounted, attached, affixed, installed or 
otherwise secured in a manner that will make the sign a permanent sign. 

3. No temporary sign shall be mounted, attached, affixed, installed or 
otherwise secured so as to protrude above the roofline of a building. 

4. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated. 

5. With the exception of portable (A-Frame and T-Frame) signs (see Section 
6-8.11.), all temporary signs, regardless of the message, are prohibited in 
the road right-of-way. 

6. All temporary signs shall be secured in such a manner as to prevent 
swinging or other significantly noticeable movement resulting from the 
wind. 

7. Because of the nature of materials typically used to construct temporary 
signs and to avoid deteriorating signs and all safety concerns that 
accompany such a condition, temporary signs shall be removed or 
replaced when such sign is deteriorated as determined by the Calvert 
County Department of Planning & Zoning. 

8. Temporary signs shall not be posted in any place or in any manner that is 
destructive to public property including, but not limited to rights-of-way, 
utility poles, public trees, etc. 

B. Temporary Signs on Properties for Sale or Lease 

1. Table 6-4 establishes the maximum area and height of temporary signs 
allowed on properties that are for sale or lease. 

2. Only one (1) sign shall be permitted at any single time for each road on 
which the property fronts. 

3. The sign is limited to yard signs subject to the sign type standards in 
Section 6-8.12 I. 2. d. 

PARCEL SIZE MAXIMUM SIGN AREA MAXIMUM HEIGHT 

Less than two (2) acres Ten (10) square feet Four (4) feet 

Two acres to ten (10) acres Sixteen (16) square feet Six (6) feet 

Over ten (10) acres Thirty-two (32) square feet Six (6) feet 

C. Temporary Signs on Residential Property 

1. Residential lots or parcels of record as of the effective date of this 
amendment may have a maximum of twenty (20) square feet of 
temporary signage. 

2. Such signs shall be limited to banner signs or yards signs. 

3. Banner signs may be attached to a building, fence or other similar 
structure. A banner sign attached to posts and mounted in a yard or 
landscape area shall be regulated as a temporary yard sign. There are no 
maximum height standards but a banner sign shall not be mounted in a 
manner that extends above the roofline if attached to a building. 

4. The maximum height of a temporary yard sign shall be six (6) feet. 
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5. Such signs with a sign area of sixteen (16) square feet or more shall only 
be permitted for up to one hundred eighty (180) days in a single calendar 
year and shall require a sign permit. 

D. Temporary Signs on Non-Residential Property 

For the purposes of this Chapter 6-8.12, nonresidential properties shall include 
lots and parcels of record with agricultural, business & personal service, 
commercial, recreational, industrial, public or institutional uses. 

1. Nonresidential lots or parcels of record as of the effective date of this 
amendment may have a maximum of two (2) temporary signs from the 
following temporary sign types: 

a. Air-Activated or Balloon Signs 

i. Only one (1) balloon or air-activated sign is allowed on any 
parcel, at any given time. 

ii. The maximum height shall be fifteen (15) feet. 

iii. The sign shall be securely anchored to the ground. 

iv. The sign shall be set back from any right-of-way, roadway or 
any parking space a minimum distance equal to its height. Such 
setback shall include any wires, rope or other materials used to 
securely fasten the sign to the ground. 

v. The sign shall not obstruct sidewalks. 

b. Banner Signs 

i. Banner signs may be attached to a building, fence or other 
similar structure. A banner sign attached to posts and mounted 
in a yard or landscape area shall be regulated as a temporary 
yard sign. 

ii. The maximum sign area of any single banner sign shall be 
twenty (20) square feet. 

iii. A banner sign shall not be mounted in a manner that extends 
above the roofline if attached to a building. 

c. Blade Signs 

i. Up to two (2) blade signs are permitted at any one time, but 
each blade sign shall be separated from another blade sign by 
fifty (50) lineal feet. For parcels longer than fifty (50) lineal feet, 
one (1) additional blade sign is permitted for each additional fifty 
(50) lineal feet. 

ii. The maximum height of a blade sign shall be twelve (12) feet 
with a maximum width of two (2) feet at its widest dimensions. 

iii. The signs shall be securely anchored in the ground or within a 
portable base designed to securely anchor the sign. 

iv. The sign shall be set back ten (10) feet from any right-of-way, 
roadway, sidewalk or any parking space. 

d. Yard Signs 

i. There shall be a maximum of two (2) faces to the sign, mounted 
back-to-back. 

ii. The maximum height of a temporary yard sign shall be six (6) 
feet. 
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iii. The maximum sign area of a yard sign shall be twenty (20) 
square feet. 

6-8.13 Nonconforming Signs 

A. Nonconforming signs may continue to be used, regardless of change in 
content, until the sign structure is sought to be replaced, expanded or 
relocated. At that time, the nonconforming aspects of the sign shall be brought 
into conformance with the requirements of this Ordinance. 

B. Nonconforming signs must be maintained in good condition. Maintenance 
required by this Subsection shall include replacing or repairing of worn or 
damaged parts of a sign or sign structure in order to maintain the sign or sign 
structure in good repair and condition at all times, and is not a change or 
modification prohibited by Section 6-8.13 A. 

C. Removal of a nonconforming sign or replacement of a nonconforming sign 
with a conforming sign is required when: 

1. A nonconforming sign, or more than 50% of the size of a 
nonconforming sign, nonconforming sign structure or the building to 
which a nonconforming sign is attached, is destroyed or damaged by 
a fire, flood, windstorm or similar abnormal event, or for any reason 
or by any means taken down, altered or removed; or 

2. The condition of the nonconforming sign or nonconforming sign 
structure has deteriorated and the deterioration exceeds fifty (50) 
percent of the size of the sign structure prior to its deterioration; or 

3. The use of the nonconforming sign, or the property on which it is 
located, has ceased, become vacant or been unoccupied for a period 
of one hundred twenty (120) consecutive days or more. 

D. Intent to abandon is not required as a basis for removal under this subsection. 
Removal shall be the responsibility of the owner of the property on which the 
sign is located. 

E. Billboards established prior to February 27, 1992, are subject to the following: 

1. Any billboard must be maintained in good repair and condition, in 
accordance with all applicable codes, at all times, provided neither 
the sign area nor sign height are increased. 

2. No portion of any billboard shall be converted into an Electronic 
Message Center. 

3. Billboards that have an illumination system in the same manner as in 
place at the effective date of these regulations may continue to be 
illuminated. The type of external illumination may be replaced with a 
more energy efficient type external illumination. 

4. Billboards that do not have an illumination system as of the effective 
the effective date of this amendment may not be illuminated. 

5. Billboards shall also be subject to the nonconforming sign provisions 
of 6-8.13. 
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6-8.14 Violations 

Any violation of this Section shall be enforced in accordance with the procedures 
contained in Section 1-7 of this Ordinance. 

6-8.15 Variances and Appeals 

See Article 11 of this Ordinance for variances and appeals. 

6-8.16 Definitions 

The following terms and phrases shall have the meaning ascribed to them unless the plain 
language of the provision specifically directs otherwise: 

3-D Sign 
An effect used in a sign that provides the three dimensions of width, length and 
depth. 

Affix Stick, attach or fasten an object to something else. 

A-Frame Sign 
A portable sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an "A" or some variation thereof, 
which is readily moveable and is not permanently attached to the ground or any 
structure. As distinguished from "T-frame sign." 

Air-Activated 
Sign 

A sign, all or any part of, which is designed to be moved by action of forced air so 
as to make the sign appear to be animated or otherwise have motion. As 
distinguished from "balloon sign." 

Awning Sign 

A sign painted on, printed on or attached flat against the surface of an awning 
which is a shelter projecting from and supported by the exterior wall of a building 
constructed of nonrigid materials on a supporting framework. See also definition 
of "canopy sign." 

Balloon Sign 

A sign that is an air-inflated object, which may be of various shapes, made of 
flexible fabric, resting on the ground or a structure, and equipped with a portable 
blower motor that provides a constant flow of air into the device. Balloon signs are 
restrained, attached or held in place by a cord, rope, cable or similar method. As 
distinguished from "air-activated sign." 

Billboard 
A type of nonconforming sign exceeds allowed sign area and/or height provisions, 
which existed prior to February 27, 1992 and has been inventoried by Calvert 
County. 

Banner Sign 
Canvas, plastic, fabric or similar lightweight, nonrigid material that can be mounted 
to a structure with cord, rope, cable or a similar method. If such sign is supported 
by stakes in the ground, it shall be considered a yard sign. 

Blade Sign 
A temporary sign that is constructed of cloth, canvas, plastic fabric or similar 
lightweight, nonrigid material and that is supported by a single, rigid or semi-rigid 
vertical member mounted into the ground or on a portable structure. 

Building Signs 
Signs mounted directly on a building, or attached to the façade, roof or other 
elements of a building. Such signs shall include awning signs, canopy signs, wall 
signs and projecting signs. 
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Canopy Sign 

A sign attached to the soffit or fascia of a canopy of a covered entrance or 
walkway, which is a permanent structure made of cloth, metal or other material 
attached or unattached to a building for the purpose of providing shelter to 
patrons or automobiles, or as a decorative feature on a building wall. A canopy is 
not a completely enclosed structure but typically is supported by features other 
than the building façade (e.g., structural legs, building extensions, etc.). As 
distinguished from "awning sign." 

Directional Sign 
A small permanent sign located near driveway access points and/or at the 
intersection of internal access drives. 

Display Make a prominent exhibition in a place where it can easily be seen. 

Drive-Up Sign 
Any signage located along a drive-up lane that is oriented toward the customer or 
user in the drive-up lane. 

Durable 
Able to withstand wear, pressure or damage; hard-wearing and not easily worn 
over a long duration. 

Electronic 
Message Center 

(EMC) 

A variable message sign that utilizes computer-generated messages or some other 
mechanical or electronic means of changing copy. These signs include displays 
using one or more lamps, light emitting diodes (LEDs), liquid-crystal display (LCDs) 
or a flipper matrix. A backlit sign is considered an EMC as permitted in Table 6-1 
footnotes 4 and 5. 

Erect Construct or installing a building, wall or other structure. 

Flag 
A sign made of nonrigid material such as canvas or vinyl, and having no enclosing 
or supporting framework. A flag is usually rectangular or triangular in shape, and is 
attached at one end to a pole. 

Flashing Light 
or Sign 

Any sign which contains an or source, or hich includes 
the illusion of intermittent 

orintermittent  
flashing light by means

flashinglight  
of animation or any externally 

mounted intermittent light source. 

Freestanding 
Sign 

Any sign supported upon the ground by a monument, pedestal, pole, bracing or 
other permanent measure and not attached to any building. 

Master Sign 
Plan 

A comprehensive plan that provides for variation in the amount, location or 
features of permanent signage that shows the general locations of all signs. 

Multi-Faced Sign 
A sign having at least two (2) display faces, where the sign faces are not mounted 
back-to-back and where the faces are such that the interior angle of the faces is 
greater than ninety-one (91) degrees and not being a three-way dimensional sign. 

Off-Premise 
Sign 

A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or entertainment 
conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the premises on which the sign 
is located. 

On-Premise 
Sign 

A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or entertainment 
conducted, sold or offered on the same lot, parcel, site or property where the sign 
is located. 
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Pennants 
A triangular or irregular piece of fabric or other material, whether or not containing 
a message of any kind, commonly attached by strings or strands, or supported on 
small poles, intended to flap in the wind. 

Permanent Sign 
A sign permitted by this ordinance to be located on the premises for an unlimited 
period of time and designed to be permanently attached to a structure or the 
ground. 

Portable Sign A sign that is capable of being transported because of being lighter and smaller in 
size. Examples: A-Frame and T-Frame signs. 

Projecting Sign 
A sign that is affixed to a building or wall and extends more than eighteen (18) 
inches beyond the face of such building or wall. A projecting sign shall also include 
a sign hung under an arcade. 

Raceway An elongated metal enclosure used to mount individual channel lettering and/or to 
conceal related transformers and wiring for wall-mounted signs. 

Reader Board 
A sign or portion of a sign where it is possible to change the copy on a frequent 
basis but where such sign change must be manually made and is not made 
electronically. 

Residential 
Property 

A parcel of record that is improved by a one- or two-family structure occupied as a 
residence. "Residential Property" does not include a farm. 

Right-of-way 

(1) A strip of land acquired by reservation, dedication, forced dedication, 
prescription or condemnation and intended to be occupied or currently occupied by 
a road, crosswalk, railroad, electric transmission lines, oil or gas pipeline, water 
line, sanitary storm sewer and other similar uses; 

(2) Generally, the right of one to pass over the property of another. 

Sign 

Any object, device, display or structure or part thereof situated outdoors or 
adjacent to the interior of a window or doorway which is used to advertise, identify, 
display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, organization, 
business, product, service, event or location by any means including words, letters, 
pictures, logos, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination or projected 
images. 

Sign Structure Any structure designed for the support of a sign. 

Static/Instant 
Message 
Change 

On electronic message centers, a static or instant message change is when one 
message changes to another message instantly without rotating, scrolling, fading, 
dissolving, blinking, audio, pyrotechnic or flashing elements or other movement of 
the message. 

Subdivision 
Entrance See entrance definition in the Calvert County Road Ordinance. 

Subdivision Sign A sign placed at the entrance of subdivisions from State or County highways. 
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Temporary Sign 

Any sign which is movable, not permanently attached to the ground, a structure or 
other sign, designed or constructed in such a manner that it can be moved or 
relocated without involving any structural or support changes, intended for a limited 
period of display or constructed out of cloth, canvas, plastic sheet, cardboard or 
other like materials. 

T-Frame Sign 
A portable sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an upside down "T" or some 
variation thereof, which is readily moveable and is not permanently attached to the 
ground or any structure. As distinguished from "A-frame sign." 

Vehicle Sign 
Any sign permanently or temporarily attached to or placed on a vehicle or trailer. 
Signs attached to a motor vehicle or trailer shall include, without limitation, any 
signage painted on, physically applied to, or otherwise affixed to the vehicle. 

Wall Sign 

A sign attached directly to an exterior wall of a building and which does not extend 
more than eighteen (18) inches from nor above the roof line or beyond the limits of 
the outside wall, with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the building 
wall. Murals and other painted signs are considered wall signs pursuant to this 
section. 

Window Sign 

Any sign viewable through and/or affixed in any manner to a window or exterior 
glass door such that it is intended to be viewable from the exterior including, but 
not limited to, window paintings and signs located inside a building but visible 
primarily from the outside of the building. This does not include merchandise and 
other displays located in a window, or print intended to be viewable from the 
interior of a building. 

Yard Sign 
Any temporary sign placed on the ground or attached to a supporting structure, 
posts or poles, that is not attached to any building. 
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ARTICLE 12 

DEFINITIONS 

Term Definition 

(Date of Amendment) 

3-D Sign An effect used in a sign that provides the three dimensions of width, length 
and depth. 

Affix Stick, attach or fasten an object to something else. 

A-Frame Sign 
A portable sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an "A" or some variation 
thereof, which is readily moveable and is not permanently attached to the 
ground or any structure. As distinguished from "T-frame sign." 

Air-Activated Sign 
A sign, all or any part of, which is designed to be moved by action of forced air 
so as to make the sign appear to be animated or otherwise have motion. As 
distinguished from "balloon sign." 

Awning Sign 
(9/22/09) 

A sign that is either attached tg affixed tg nr nn awning nr painted an 

canopy. A sign painted on, printed on or attached flat against the surface of 
an awning which is a shelter projecting from and supported by the exterior 
wall of a building constructed of nonrigid materials on a supporting 
framework. See also definition of "canopy sign." 

Balloon Sign 

A sign that is an air-inflated object, which may be of various shapes, made of 
flexible fabric, resting on the ground or a structure, and equipped with a 
portable blower motor that provides a constant flow of air into the device. 
Balloon signs are restrained, attached or held in place by a cord, rope, cable 
or similar method. As distinguished from "air-activated sign." 

Billboard 
A type of nonconfirming sign that exceeds allowed sign area and/or height 
provisions, which existed prior to February 27, 1992 and has been inventoried 
by Calvert County. 

Banner Sign 
(9/22/09) 

A,s4g-n-Gen-strusteel-ef-l-igh-tweigh-t-fabris-material-aft-d-cl-esigRed4e-lae-attacia-e4 
both Canvas, fabric or similar lightweight, nonrigid material at ends. plastic, 

that can be mounted to a structure with cord, rope, cable or a similar method. 
If such sign is supported by stakes in the ground, it shall be considered a yard 
sign. 

Blade Sign 
A temporary sign that is constructed of cloth, canvas, plastic fabric or similar 
lightweight, nonrigid material and that is supported by a single, rigid or semi-
rigid vertical member mounted into the ground or on a portable structure. 

Building Signs 
Signs mounted directly on a building, or attached to the façade, roof or other 
elements of a building. Such signs shall include awning signs, canopy signs, 
wall signs and projecting signs. 
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Canopy Sign 

A sign attached to the soffit or fascia of a canopy of a covered entrance or 
walkway, which is a permanent structure made of cloth, metal or other 
material attached or unattached to a building for the purpose of providing 
shelter to patrons or automobiles, or as a decorative feature on a building 
wall. A canopy is not a completely enclosed structure but typically is 
supported by features other than the building façade (e.g., structural legs, 
building extensions, etc.). As distinguished from "awning sign." 

Directional Sign 
See: Off Premise Directional Sign or On Premise Directional Sign. A small 
permanent sign located near driveway access points and/or at the intersection 
of internal access drives. 

Display Make a prominent exhibition in a place where it can easily be seen. 

Drive-Up Sign 
Any signage located along a drive-up lane that is oriented toward the 
customer or user in the drive-up lane. 

Durable 
Able to withstand wear, pressure or damage; hard-wearing and not easily 
worn over a long duration. 

Electronic Message 
Center (EMC) 

A variable message sign that utilizes computer-generated messages or some 
other mechanical or electronic means of changing copy. These signs include 
displays using one or more lamps, light emitting diodes (LEDs), liquid-crystal 
display (LCDs) or a flipper matrix. A backlit sign is considered an EMC as 
permitted in Table 6-1 footnotes 4 and 5. 

Erect Construct or installing a building, wall or other structure. 

Flag 

(9/22/09) 

Any fabric to designed to be flown from a flagpole or material attached or 
device. A sign made of nonrigid material such as canvas or vinyl, and similar 

having no enclosing or supporting framework. A flag is usually rectangular or 
triangular in shape, and is attached at one end to a pole. 

Flashing Light or Sign 
Any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source, or which 
includes the illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation or 
any externally mounted intermittent light source. 

Free Standing Any affixed to a building. Any sign supported upon the non movable sign not 
ground by a monument, pedestal, pole, bracing or other permanent measure 
and not attached to any building. Freestanding Sign 

Master Sign Plan 
A comprehensive plan that provides for variation in the amount, location or 
features of permanent signage that shows the general locations of all signs. 

Multi-Faced Sign 

A sign having at least two (2) display faces, where the sign faces are not 
mounted back-to-back and where the faces are such that the interior angle of 
the faces is greater than ninety-one (91) degrees and not being a three-way 
dimensional sign. 
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Off Premise 
Directional Sign 

Signs displaying directional located the messages not on premises. 

Off-Premise Sign 
A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or 
entertainment conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the premises 
on which the sign is located. 

On Premise mewithin of a 
Directional Sign 

Signs displaying directional -sages the boundaries 
development. 

On-Premise Sign 
A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or 
entertainment conducted, sold or offered on the same lot, parcel, site or 
property where the sign is located. 

Pennants 
A triangular or irregular piece of fabric or other material, whether or not 
containing a message of any kind, commonly attached by strings or strands, 
or supported on small poles, intended to flap in the wind. 

Permanent Sign 
A sign permitted by this ordinance to be located on the premises for an 
unlimited period of time and designed to be permanently attached to a 
structure or the ground. 

Portable Sign 

A sign that is to building, the not permanently affixed a structure or ground, 
iRGI-ucl-ing-a-ny-s-igia-attaeh-ed-te-e-r-displayecil-e-n-a-vehisle-that-i-e-u-sed-fe-r--the 
cxprc-cd of advertising a busines., purpose establishment, product, service, 1-_,-  
Of-entectai-nmewhe-n4hat-ve-h461-e-i-s-so-pafked-as-te-attraGt-the-attentilan-ef 
motoring traffic capable of being transported because being or pedestrian of 
lighter and smaller in size. Examples: A-Frame and T-Frame signs. 

Projecting Sign 
A sign that is affixed to a building or wall and extends more than eighteen (18) 
inches beyond the face of such building or wall. A projecting sign shall also 
include a sign hung under an arcade. 

Raceway An elongated metal enclosure used to mount individual channel lettering 
and/or to conceal related transformers and wiring for wall-mounted signs. 

Reader Board 

(9/22/09) 

A display board text A sign or it is visual of on a sign. portion of a sign where 
possible to change the copy on a frequent basis but where such sign change 
must be manually made and is not made electronically. 

Residential Property 
A parcel of record that is improved by a one- or two-family structure occupied 
as a residence. "Residential Property" does not include a farm. 

Sandwich Board Sign 

(9/22/09) 
A See A frame both See ASign T- portable sign readable on sides -Frame or 
Frame Sign. 

Sign 

Any object, device, display or structure or part thereof;  situated outdoors or 
adjacent to the interior of a window or doorway which is used to advertise, 
identify, display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event or location by any means 
including words, letters, pictures, logos, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, 
colors, illumination or images that can be from projected seen a right of way 
or adjoining property. 
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Sign Structure Any structure designed for the support of a sign. 

Static/Instant 
Message Change 

On electronic message centers, a static or instant message change is when 
one message changes to another message instantly without rotating, 
scrolling, fading, dissolving, blinking, audio, pyrotechnic or flashing elements 
or other movement of the message. 

Subdivision Entrance 
The intersection interior road with the local, collector, or of an subdivision 

from which it access. See entrance definition in the Calved arterial road gains 
County Road Ordinance. 

Subdivision Entrance A-sigp-alever_str-brotw-e--GGRtaininga_sig4440Gated--atrand-ideRtifying-the 
Sign 

(06/03/08) 

to, subdivision. A sign at the entrance of entrance an approvcd placed 
subdivisions from State or County highways. 

Temporary Sign 

Any sign which is movable, not permanently attached to the ground, a 
structure or other sign, designed or constructed in such a manner that it can 
be moved or relocated without involving any structural or support changes, 
intended for a limited period of display or constructed out of cloth, canvas, 
plastic sheet, cardboard or other like materials. 

T-Frame Sign 
A portable sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an upside down "T" or some 
variation thereof, which is readily moveable and is not permanently attached 
to the ground or any structure. As distinguished from "A-frame sign." 

Vehicle Sign 

Any sign permanently or temporarily attached to or placed on a vehicle or 
trailer. Signs attached to a motor vehicle or trailer shall include, without 
limitation, any signage painted on, physically applied to, or otherwise affixed 
to the vehicle. 

Wall Sign 

A sign attached directly to an exterior wall of a building and which does not 
extend more than eighteen (18) inches from nor above the roof line or beyond 
the limits of the outside wall, with the exposed face of the sign in a plane 
parallel to the building wall. Murals and other painted signs are considered 
wall signs pursuant to this section. 

Window Sign 

Any sign viewable through and/or affixed in any manner to a window or 
exterior glass door such that it is intended to be viewable from the exterior 
including, but not limited to, window paintings and signs located inside a 
building but visible primarily from the outside of the building. This does not 
include merchandise and other displays located in a window, or print intended 
to be viewable from the interior of a building. 

Yard Sign 
Any temporary sign placed on the ground or attached to a supporting 
structure, posts or poles, that is not attached to any building. 
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EXHIBIT A 

Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance 

Dunkirk Master Plan 

CHAPTER II —THE PLAN 

C. APPEARANCE GUIDELINES 

1. Considerations  

a. The appearance of the Dunkirk Town Center, as the "gateway to 

Calvert County", will be instrumental in the public's impression of 

the entire county. 

c. Unity should be achieved through quality of design, Town Center 

planned landscaping, planned roads, and uniform signage and 

street lights, and the use of the same kinds of materials for all 

walkways and parking lots. 

2. County Actions 

d. Signs 

Adopt sign standards addressing size, materials, type, 

location, and lighting to ensure that signs enhance, not detract, 

from the Town Center's appearance. 

Signs add to the visual clutter and distract from 

landscaping, buildings, and natural beauty. In order to reduce the 

visual clutter along the highway and improve traffic safety, the 

number of free-standing signs shall   should be limited. No signs 

shall be attached to roofs.  No signs shall project over  the pitch  

line of the roof.  No sign shall project from the building. No sign 

than be painted/stained directly onto the walls or roofs  of 

buildings. No signs shall have any moving parts. No signs shall. 

have neon  lights. No signs shall blink, have moving lights, black  

out, etc.,  except for signs indicating time and temperature.  Signs 

shall have the appearance  of wood, stone,  brick, copper, or brass. 

All free standing public informational signage, including 

the Business  Directional Signs, shall be of the same  design 

throughout the Town Center. They also shall have the  

appearance  of wood, stone,  brick, brass, or  copper. All signs shall  

be affixed to the ground or  to a  building. Even in public signagc, 

every  effort shall be made to eliminate visual clutter.  Local 

government signage should also be included in the effort to 

reduce visual clutter. 
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For the purposes of this subsection terms are defined. 

• 

(a) A monument style sign shall mean a freestanding sign, with no ore than 
two faces, which has a base as broad as the sign and a sol ppearance 
from top of sign to ground. 

A commercial development shall have a minim of 5 parcels, a 
minimum of 20 acres, and public right-of-w existing within the 
development. 

tegrated center shall mean a develop , not necessarily of single 
p, which has multiple businesse common facilities, such as 

vehic trance(s), parking, lighting, landscaping, and may have pad 
sites in of or to the side of lar usinesses. An integrated center 
may be wi a commercial dev meat. 

(c)  

ii. One freestanding sign per co development is allowed provided that: 

(a) Sign shall be o onument sty 

(b) Sign shall identify the name of ommercial development. It shall 
not iden the individual businesses the commercial development; 

(g) 

7 Exhibit A - Dunkirk Zoning Ordinance 

D. SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS 

I. Road Access 

Road access shall be as shown on the Dunkirk Transportation Map. 

2. Route 4 Corridor I .andcrdipinE, 

Wherever possible, a 60 foot landscaped buffer should be required along Route 4 for new 
construction. All landscaping along Route 4 shall be consistent with the Dunkirk Landscaping Plan 
(see pages 28 and 29). 

(2/27/92) 3. ,Si nq  The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Dunkirk Town 
Center. 

(c) A non-integrate• enter sha mean a development not meeting the 
description of an gra center. A non-integrated center may be 
within a commercial •pment. 

(d) Ma um height shall be 10 feet; 

(e) aximum width of sign shall be 10 feet; 

(f) Maximum square footage of the sign shall•be 40 squa eet; 

(6/17/97) 

Sign shall be 100 feet from any other freestanding sign on same side 
of the street 

Sign shall be located either at the vehicular entrance or at the inters on 
of two public roads. 
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iii. One freestanding sign for either an integrated center or a non-integrated center is 
allowed provided that: 

(a) A sign shall be either a monument style (example 1), double p d 
(example 2), flag mounted (example 3); post and panel (exampl or 
single post (example 5); 

Maximum height shall be 10 feet; 

Maximum width of sign shall be 10 feet; 

Maximum square footage of sign shall be 40 square , 

Sign shall be at least 200 feet from other in ated center or non- 
integrated center signs on the same side of the et and shall be at least 
00 feet from commercial development ideacation signs; 

istance from Route 4 shall be no set than 100 feet unless the 
inte ed or non-integrated center has • ect entrance from Route 4 in 
which the sign shall be a min' f 20 feet and a maximum of 60 
feet fro • e road. The distance fr all other roads shall be no closer 
than 20 nd no farther than 6' and 

Sign shall be scent to a ve• lar entrance. 

iv. Monument style street •n signs are allowed in a commercial 
development or in an integra provided that: 

(a) The signs are similar to example 6. materials shall be primarily 
brick; 

(b) The signs are 1 oppo sides of an intersection and only at the 
intersections • Route 4 and T Center Boulevard north and south; 

(c) Signs • y identify the street n e and the name of the commercial 
devel or the integrated cen • t not the individual businesses 
wi e commercial development or integrated center; 

(d) um square footage of sign shall be quare feet; 

(e) • e maximum height shall be 6 feet; 

(I) The maximum width shall be 8 feet; and 

The signs shall be at least 100 feet from any other Ere sign on the 
same side of the street 

b. freestanding•sign provisions 

Sign shall not be located in such a way so as to interfere with traffic vis83ih shall 
not be on the right-of-way of any road, and shall not be located on any sl• or 
drainage easement of the road. 

ii. Sign lettering should be in relief or have the appearance of relief. 
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(b)  

(c)  

(e) 

(t) 

(g) 
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Signs shall have trim on the border of the sign. 

ii. Lighting for signs shall be shielded so that no direct rays of light shall impin• on 
any portion of an adjacent highway or building. 

ii Flag mounted, post and panel, and single post signs shall not exceed a 
height to width ratio for the sign face. 

(10/28/03) vi. alculation of sign area in square feet shall normally be the area e face of the 
(05/01/06) If the sign consists only of letters or figures, the area shal calculated as if a 

ngle were drawn around the exterior of the letters or fig 

c. All signs must form to Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zo rdinance. In addition, 
the following of signs are prohibited by the Dunkirk Zo rdinance: 

i. Signs attac to roofs. 

ii. Signs that proj > over the pitch line of the roof 

iii. Signs painted/stain on the walls or roofs o uildings. 

iv. Signs with moving p 

v. Signs with neon lights or type o emal illumination. 

vi. Signs that blink, have mov n , black out, etc., except for signs indicating the 
time and the temperature. 

vii. Signs That do not have the earan of wood, stone, brick, copper or brass. 

viii. Signs that are portable ., hot air bal pennants and banners, or A-frame 
signs). 

ix. Off premise dir al signs. 

d. All government signs 

be of the s design throughout the Town Center; 

have th ppearance of wood, stone, brick, brass, or cop 

iii. be ler than 10 feet. 

Signs exempt from regulation er this Ordinance: 

(10/28/03) The following si all be exempt from the sign square footage calculations. In additio ow signs 
(05/01/06) shall be exempt from ther requirements except Section 6-8.02.A, B, C&E of the Calvert Coun Zoning 

Ordinance. Any sign •t listed below shall conform with all requirements of this Ordinance and tho's..Iisted in 
Section 6-8 of the ert County Zoning Ordinance. 

a. Regulatory si on private property that are less than four (4) square feet, such as: traffic signs, on-site 
directional (entrance, exit, etc.), parking signs, warning or regulatory signs (danger, no trespassing, 
dumping 

b. Wind signs. 

c. S or federally-required signs such as price signs for gas stations, inspection station signs, etc. 

49-A 
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(2/27/92) 
(8/12/97) 

Existing businesses may re lace gi7 New businesses may replace, 
re s all com with the standards of this sign 

(12/02/03) 4. Transfer Zone 
(05/01/06) 

Dunkirk is designated as a Transfer Zone. The maximum conventional density is one dwelling unit per acre. 
The density may be increased to no more than four (4) dwelling units per acre with the purchase of Calvert 
County Transferable Development Rights (TDRs)1. The purchase of five TDRs is required for each dwelling 
unit over one (1) dwelling unit per acre. 

In lieu of purchasing TDRs, applicants with bona fide affordable housing projects may apply to the Board of 
County Commissioners for a waiver of the requirement to purchase TDRs. The Board may approve the 
application in whole or in part provided that no more than 30% of the existing housing stock within the Town 
Center meets the State definition of affordable housing. 

E. APPEARANCE CODE 

1. introduction 

The Appearance Code is based on the premise that building and landscaping design bears a direct relationship to 
the economic and social well being of residents; that building and landscape design affect property values and 
provide economic opportunities and That in view of its impact on the general welfare, the right to determine the 
appearance of a community should not be limited to the few who are directly involved in building construction 
and alteration, but should be vested in the general citizenry through a publicly mandated, legally adopted 
Appearance Code Ordinance. 

The purpose of the Appearance Code is to enforce the most necessary elements of the Appearance Guidelines in 
the Dunkirk Plan. While it is desirable that all aspects of the Guidelines are followed, certain portions must be 
enforced if the town is to develop into an attractive and economically viable Town Center, 

Many architectural styles can be accommodated in the Town Center. However, certain features, such as flat 
roofs and metal siding, will detract from the Dunkirk Town Center image. 

2. Application 

Compliance with the Appearance Code is mandatory for all new construction and renovation in the Town Center. 
Additions to existing buildings not now complying with the Code shall also meet the code if: 

a. the addition will increase the total square footage by more than 100% or 

b. the addition is more than 2,000 square feet. 

3. Appearance Code Criteria 

The following appearance requirements are imposed; 

a. Building Materials (principal and accessory structures)- Either brick, stone, wood or wood appearance 
siding is required on all sides. 

b. Rooflines and Pitch - Main roof pitches must be in the range of 6/12 to 12/12. Dormer roofs do not have 
to comply with this requirement. Mansard roofs shall not be permitted. The Planning Commission may 
grant modifications based on the size of the building provided that the appearance of a pitch roof is 
maintained. 

c. Utility areas - all utility areas, including but not limited to refrigeration units, piping, wiring, utility 
boxes, heating units, trash disposal and loading areas, shall be screened from view. 

The use of Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) shall not be required for age-restricted housing developments 
that comply with Section 5-5 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance and which are properly submitted prior to 
July 1, 2006. 

50 



261 Exhibit A - Huntingtown Zoning Ordinance 

26 

7-1 Street Trees 

Street trees having a minimum of Ph" - 2" caliper are required along both sides of 
all roadways. Spacing shall be provided as follows: 

• Mixed Use District - 30 feet on center 
• Neighborhood District - 40 feet on center 
• Residential District - 50 feet on center 

Recommended street trees include medium sized trees for mixed-use district: 

• Washington Hawthorn Crataegus phaenopyrum 
• European Hornbeam Carpinus betula 
• Sargent Cherry - Prunus sargentii 
• Regent Japanese Pagoda - Sophora japonica 

and larger sized trees for neighborhood and residential districts: 

• Japanese Zelkova Zelkova senuta 
• Willow Oak Quercus pheUos 
• Amur Corktree Phellodendron amurense 
• Southern Red Oak Quercus falcata 
• London Planetree Platanus acerifolia 

Other trees may be used with the approval of the Planning Commission. 

The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning 
Ordinance apply in the Huntingtown Town Center. 

ARTICLE 8: Sign Regulations 

ercial and institutional signs must be approved by the Planninl .111'ssion 
endation by the Huntingtown Architectural Review ' n ii ttee. All 

ade of or have the appearance of wood, ,. 41 or stone. Other 
y if their design is compatible the architecture of the 

village. Plastic sig i generally not appropriate. 

upon r 
signs shoul 
materials may be u 
building and character o 

Each non-residential building may 
sign and one wall or wind 
Multiple tenant build' 
exceed the maxi 
located whic 
so that 

for each st 
have additional wall 

ign size for an individual building 
interfere with traffic visibility. Illuminated si 

ct rays of light shall cause 
reflection on any portion of an adjacent highway or residential b 

a um of one freestanding or projecting 
e building has frontage along. 

dow signs but may not 
No signs shall be 

be shielded 
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tanding si 
ced through 

hall be concealed from view. Glare 
use of shielded light fixtures or t 

Lighting- The light source for 
from light sources can be r 
landscape plantings. 
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Mixed Use District 

There are four type of signs permitted in the Mixed Use District: freestandin 
ojecting signs, wall signs, and window signs. The following types of s' 

s cifically prohibited. 

8ns, 
are 

• .igns attached to roofs or that project over the pitch line of th 

b t. , have moving 
mperature. 
tted provided the 

f the building and 

ligh 
Excep 
design 
neighborh 

or other internally lighted signs and all signs that 
r parts, blackout except signs indicating time and 

: internally lighted channel letters may be p 
the sign is consistent with the desi 
d uses. 

8-L1 Freestanding Signs 

ed by an upright uprights) permanently anchored 
atible with the 'lding to which it relates in terms 

e. It shall t project beyond the property line or 

A freestanding sign is supp 
in the ground. It shall be co 
of style, color, proportion and s 
into the public right of way. 

Size- The size of the signface shall be 
The height of the signface shall not 
the sign may be as high as 9 feet. 

ted to a maximum of 12 to 14 square feet. 
d 7 feet, although the upright supporting 

• ne 

Sign Supports- Standar,  ed sign supports could pro a visually unifying element 
which would help ide ►  1 the village. A design simil o the recommended light 
post (Fig. 4, M.P.), i ongly encouraged and preapprove r use in the Mixed-Use 
District. Other signs may be approved provided th are designed as an 
architecturally i grated element of the sign. 

8-L2 Pr 'ecti 

A projec 4g sign is attached to and projects more than 18 inches fro a wall of a 
buildin • Because projecting signs tend to interfere with the appear ce of the 
faca• the use of this type of sign is recommended where it is not possib o use a 
fre: . I ding sign. For example, a property which has little or no front is an 
a' ropriate situation for using a projecting sign. 



mers of a structure would 
also appropriate. 

architectural elements o 
be the best to projectm 

be located so it does not bloc 

Figure 1 
Projecting 

s„t ' Exhibit A - Huntingtown Zoning Ordinance 
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Figure 2 
Projecting Sign 

Sit- The area of the signface shall not exceed 8 square feet and shall proje9t/do 
more ,',an 3 feet from the side of the building. The bottom of the sign shaP Lie at 
least 8 f6, + above the ground. 

Lighting- Ligh,.' -kg shall be shielded so that no direct light shines,`,nto sidewalks, , 
streets, or adjacent. -Iroperties. If possible, the light source shou10 de concealed from 
view. 

Sign Support- The support be as simple and uno ive as possible. If the sign 
supports are wooden, they sha; be painted to mat e building. 

8-L3 Wall Sign  

A wall sign is paralle' ,o any exterior wall of a building. Evei i uilding sign shall be 
designed as an int' 6ral architectural element of the building. Si on buildings shall 
not obstruct a - '...nitectural features of the building. Signs shall no e mounted on 
roofs, exter . above the roof line or above the second story of the bull' All signs 
for builrl'Ags within a shopping center, office complex, commercial park . tusiness 
cent.' shall be uniform in design. Uniformity is defined as 



having the same (or similar) dimensions or proportions 

having the same (or complementary) background colors (where ap cable) 

• I 'ng of the same material. 

Size- The gross area of wall signag all  
windows and doors), or 1.0 square fe er 
less. Care should be taken to ensure 
space on which it is mounted, i.e., not 
sign on any type of building shall 
building. 

not ceed 10% of a wall area (including 
ear foot of building face, whichever is 
e sign size is proportional to the wall 

y "pinched" between the doors. A wall 
the architectural features of the 

ilghting-  The source of lighting the wall sign 
direct view if possible. 

844 Window Sign 

1 be shielded or concealed from 

A window sign is painte 
provide an excellent 
structure. Window 
windows. 

n or attached to the inside surf 
for signs which do not affect the ov 
are particularly appropriate for buildi 

f a window. Windows 
11 appearance of the 

with large display 

8-2 N • i srhoo u Resi end Distri s 
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• the . isber of graphic elements (i.e., words and/or symbol on a sign shall 
be hel• o a minimum needed to convey the signs major sage. A rule of 
thumb i • limit the number of syllables and symbols t. 0. 

Location-On most of residential structures converted mmercial use, the only 
appropriate location fo = wall sign is at the entrance • the building between the 
window and door. As no • above, when the buildin designed as a commercial 
structure with a sign area b ►  t into the facade, the sign shall be located in that 
space. In the case of new bui ngs, the sign shall placed according to the design 
of the building. 

The only allowed on residential lots are nameplates with addresse or rent, 
and tem p ary signs. Non-residential permitted uses in these districts sh mply 
with al the requirements of the Mixed Use District. Non-residential uses ed 
by co tional use or special exception shall comply with the sign requirements o e 

Use District unless more stringent requirements are set as part of 
'tional use or special exception approval. 

mporary signs such as "For Sale" and political signs are permitted for no more 
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days and shall meet the other requirements of this section. 

8-3 Public Information 

All free standing public info 
be of a uniform desi out the town center. 
avoid visu. They shall meet the requirements liste 

ARTICLE 9: Lighting Standards 

usiness directional signs shall 
shall be limited to 

d-Use 

s ► 3 it:1 2 6 6 
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9-0 General 

Outdoor lighting shall be provided along all public streets in the Mixed Use District, 
and along pedestrian walkways within the Mixed Use and Neighborhood Districts. 
Exterior building lighting is allowed within guidelines. (Sec. 9-3) 

9-1 Public Streets  

The design of outdoor lighting fixtures is subject to architectural review. Below is 
the pre-approved lighting standard for use along pedestrian walkways within the 
Mixed Use District. Applicants may propose alternative designs. 

9.2 Pedestrian Walkways  

Outdoor lighting is required in all parking lots, along pedestrian walkways and 
between parking lots and residences. No pole type security lighting will be permitted 
in residential developments except at the entrance to a development if it intersects 
an existing public arterial or collector road. 

9-3 Exterior Building Lighting 

Night use of lighting on the exterior of a building or for display is encouraged for 
both safety (of person and property), and as a spot advertisement for specific goods 
within the window. These lights must be simple creating a pleasant illumination of 
the evening street scene. Flood lighting concealed above a storefront roofing may be 
used to light the facades of buildings. Fully recessed downlights or wall washers in 
projecting metal boxes which run the full length of the sign area are permitted, as 
they are shielded fluorescent lamps with diffuses. Gooseneck incandescent, porcelain 



1.0 I uenerai nequirements rui signs 

Where permitted, illuminated signs shall be shielded so that no direct rays of light s 
cause glare or reflections on any portion of an adjacent roadway or residential build' 

No sign shall have moving parts or project any intermittent or flashing ill nation 
except signs that indicate time and temperature. 

ign shall be displayed which uses the words "Stop" or "Danger" presents or 
imp the need or requirement of stopping or the existence of dan: as part of an 
advert g sign. 

(05/01/06) 

C.  
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Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance 

The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance 
6-4 SIGNAGE  apply in the Lusby Town Center. 

D. No sign sh: be located which will interfere with traffic visibility the right-of-way of 
any road or lope or drainage easement of the road. 

E. No sign shall be itted which contains statements, wore or pictures of an obscene 
character. 

F. No sign shall be placed o ocks, trees, or on poles mai fined by public utilities. 

G. All portable signs shall be li as follows: 

i. Hot air balloons and sear ed for promotions only, not to exceed 
72-hours in a year. 

ii. Pennants and banners are pe = for display periods not to exceed 14-days 
prior to an event, and not to exce. 0-days per year. 

iii. One sandwich type (A-frame) s 4 i ermitted per business on premises, subject 
to the following: 
a. Each sign board f• hall not e ed 9-square feet 
b. The total height of to exceed 4 " ches 
c. The sign shall ocated so as not to strict sight distance below that 

called for in 0 standards (drawi depicting such standards 
available fr' • the County). Applicants be responsible for meeting 
those st: ds. 

d. The sit ust either be constructed / maintai according to the 
adop • specifications or receive special approv om the Architectural 
Re Committee. 

e. owner shall obtain a permit for the sign; howev- e size of the 
will not count against the total signage allowed un. Section 6-8.07 

of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance. 
No portable signs are permitted along the parkway. 

g Such signs shall not be illuminated. 

H. No si shall be permitted which becomes unsafe or endangers the safety of a b • ing, 
pre e, or person. The Zoning Officer shall order such signs to be made safe or rep d 

oved, such order to be complied with within 15-days of the receipt of such order. 
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When a sign structure does not include advertising information for a period 
120 continuous days, such sign structure shall be deemed a violation and sha 
removed. 

shall be removed when the business, enterprise, etc. advertised is es to 
or at the expiration date specified in the permit for erection; re al shall 

be responsibility of the owner of the property on which the sign ted. 

J.  

6-4.03 Special Design Standards for Building 

A. Every building sign shall br/designed as an inte 
building. The façade d 
zone or information zo 
shall be within this 
projecting signage. 

1 architectural element of the 
shall include a signage 

t structures. All signage 
except for occasional 

zo 

gri of commercial stru 
which aligns with adjac 

ne or behind storefront gl 
age is not allowed above this 

Signs on buildin 
shall not be m 
story of the b 

hall not obstruct architectural features o 
ted on roofs, extend above the roofline 

mg. 

e building. Signs 
o bove the second 

B.  
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Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance 

C. Unless etermined by the Zoning Officer to be safe at a les distance, the 
setback m the right-of-way shall be a minimum of ten fee xcept that any 
sign, whit attached to the ground, shall adhere to the fro and requirement 
for the distrit which it is located. 

6-4.02 Sign Design Standards — I Signs 

A. Signs shall be 
structures. 

ible with the design and built ng materials of adjacent 

s line 

appearance or metal. 
itted. Individ 

wall are p 

B. Signs shall be wood, w 
plastic box signs are not 
lighting that backlight a bui 

C. Neon signs located behind the g 
Architectural Review Committee  

owever, internally illuminated 
olid metal letters with internal 
d. 

permitted subject to review of the 

D. The number of graphic elements (i.e ords and/or symbols) on a sign shall be 
held to minimum needed to convey 's major message. A rule of thumb is 
to limit the number of syllables to 10. 

D. Building s s shall be compatible with the building and adjacent tures. 
Small w -mounted projecting signs are encouraged if compatib with the 
buildin d adjacent structures. Projecting signs shall not exceed ten s feet 
in areF r extend lower than seven feet above grade. 

E. Sto7 ii-ont windows shall be used for the display of goods and not as a sign 
Sc ae signage may be appropriate behind storefront glass; however, this sign • e 
' all be kept to no more than 25% of glass area and not obscure the view 
,nerchandise. 

24 



6-4.05 Maximum Sign Areas 

The dimensions of any given or collection of signs 
proportion, scale and compatib. with the surroundi 
the limitations listed in Table below. Frees 
computation of maximum square fo e for any gi 

11 be approved on the basis of 
ea, but may in no case exceed 
g signs are included in the 

site. 

U 
4,  
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Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance 

.04 Special Design Standards for Freestanding Signs 

A. One freestanding sign is permitted per site. The Planning Commission 
upon recommendation by the Lusby Architectural Review Committee 
additional freestanding signs in cases where the site is very large provi 
signs are architecturally compatible with each other and integrated with 
Freestanding signs shall not be located within parking lots. 

B. e height of freestanding signs, inclusive of the base of the si , shall not 
eed six feet as measured from the top of the sign to the growl. The area of 

fry. . ding signs shall not exceed 20 square feet. 

C. The b of a freestanding sign shall be solid and designed architecturally 
integrate lement of the sign. 

D. Only one s 1 sign (4-square feet) advertising uses su as home occupations, 
for sale signs, tractor signs, etc., shall be permitted a residential property. 

TABLE I - TABLE OF • 16 N AREAS 

Length of Front 
Building Wall (ft.) 

Maximum S • 'ootage 
Of Sign (sq. ft 

10-19 30 
20-29 50 
30-39 70 
40-49 90 
50-59 110 
60-69 125 
70-79 14' 
80-89 
90-99 0 
100 SEE NOTE 3 BELOW 

ill be rounded off to the closest integral n 
ive measurement shall be taken for businesses s party walls. 

ding walls which are longer than 100 feet, add s square foot of 
e for every linear foot over 100 feet. 

4. F• ach side of a commercial building, the signage shall be ca lated for the 
1 th of that building wall and the signs shall be located only on side of the 

ding. 
5. lculation of sign area in square feet: Sign area shall normally be a of 

the face of the sign, except for the following situation: 
If the sign consist only of letters or figures, the area shall be calculated 
rectangle were drawn around the exterior of the letters or figures. 
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of Existing Signs 

Existing businesses it or mod' 
other than normal maintenance s 
requirements insofar business 
signs but with current sign requirements. 

gns; however, any change 
on of conformity with current sign 

repair or modify existing 
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Lusby Town Center Zoning Ordinance 

6-5 PROCEDURES FOR ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

6-5.01 Authorization for Architectural Review 

In accordance with the provisions of Article 66b, Annotated Code of Maryland, the 
Board of County Commissioners has the authority under Article 4.01 (B) "upon the 
zoning or rezoning of any land or lands pursuant to the provisions of this article, (to) 
impose such additional restriction, conditions, or limitation as may be deemed 
appropriate to preserve, improve or protect the general character and design of the lands 
and improvements being zoned or rezoned...And may, upon the zoning or rezoning of 
any land or lands, retain or reserve the power and authority to approve, or disapprove the 
design of buildings, construction, landscaping, or other improvements, alterations, and 
changes made or to be made on the subject land or lands to assure conformity with the 
intent and purpose of this article and the jurisdiction's zoning ordinance. The powers 
provided in subsection (b) of this section shall be applicable only if the local legislative 
body adopts and ordinance which shall include enforcement procedures and requirements 
for adequate notice of public hearings and conditions sought to be imposed." 

Section 7.01 (A) of Article 66b enables the local legislative body to "provide by 
ordinance for the enforcement of this article (66b) and of any ordinance or regulation 
made thereunder." 

6-5.02 Appointment of Architectural Review Committee 

The Board of County Commissioners shall appoint a Lusby Town Center Architectural 
Review Committee whose functions shall be to: 

A. Make recommendations to the Planning Commission regarding approval of 
exterior design features of public and private buildings, including building scale 
and the relationship between proposed buildings and existing buildings and green 
spaces, structures, and signs on the basis of the Town Center Architectural 
Standards and criteria set forth in sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4 of this article; 

B. Promote awareness of good design within the community; and 

C. Participate in the periodic update of the Lusby Town Center Master. 
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1 General Requirements- All Signs 

A. Where permitted, illuminated signs shall be shielded so that no direct rays ight 
shall cause glare or reflections on any portion of an adjacent roadway o sidential 
building. 

b3 Exhibit A - Owings Town Center Zoning Ordinance 

C. Windows shall be longer than they are wide. A recommended proportion of 1.6:1 to 2.5:1 
(height:width). 

D. Materials shall be brick- unpainted (red tones only); whitewashed or painted brick; synthetic 
stucco (muted colors); natural stone; or wood or wood appearance siding with wide corner 
boards and window trim. As aluminum siding products vary widely samples shall be 
submitted for approval. 

(12/4/01) 6-3.04 Exceptions: 

A. Cupolas or tower elements connected to residential structures (maximum of 150-square feet 
in plan) may extend to four stories in height. 

B. Tall structures and/or tower elements are permitted at the end of commercial blocks unless 
used for the purpose of camouflaging or concealing wireless communications facilities 
such as towers or antennas. Such structures shall be subject to the requirements of Section 
3-4 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance. 

The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Owings 
6-4 SIGNAGE  Town Center. 

C. • sign shall have moving parts or project any intermittent or ing illumination 
ex signs that indicate time and temperature. 

D. No sign s ' be displayed which uses the words "Sth or "Danger" or presents or 
implies the ne thej, ..i requirement of stopping or stence of danger as part of an 
advertising sign. 

E. No sign shall be located v .e.h will interfe
/  - with traffic visibility on the right-of-way 

of any road or any slope or dr,...,age ea- -ment of the road. 

F. No sign shall be permitted which/ ,on, ns statements, words or pictures of an 
obscene character. 

G. No sign shall be placed !_frocks, trees or on poit, maintained by public utilities. 

H. All portable sign all be limited as follows: 

i.) Ho r balloons and searchlights are allowed for promo.-ins only, not to 
eed 72-hours in a year. 

ennants and banners are permitted for display periods not to e,: -o,ed 14-days 
prior to an event, and not to exceed 30-days per year. 
One sandwich type (A-frame) sign is permitted per business on prelims. 
subject to the following: 
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siness, enterprise, etc. advertised ceases to 
ec d in the permit for erection; removal shall 

er o • property on which the sign is located. 

A. Signs sha compatible with the design and buildin, aterials of adjacent 
structur 

72 Exhibit A - Owings Town Center Zoning Ordinance 

a. Each sign board face shall not exceed 9-square feet 
b. The total height is not to exceed 48" 
c. The sign shall be located so as not to restrict sight dist below 

that called for in ASHTO standards (drawings depicti such 
standards available from County). Applicants will b sponsible 
for meeting those standards. 

d. The sign must either be constructed and maintai according to 
the adopted specifications or receive special ap oval from the 
Architectural Review Committee. 

e. The owner shall obtain a permit for the si owever, the size of 
the sign will not count against the total si ge allowed under 
Section 6-8.07 of the Calvert County • g Ordinance. 
Along Chesapeake Beach Road, the s' shall be at least 50 feet 
from the right-of-way. 

g. Such signs shall not be illuminate 

H. No sign shall b- itted which becomes un or endangers the safety of a 
building, premise, person. The Zoning 0 r shall order such signs to be 
made safe or repair or removed, such or• to be complied with within 15-days 
of the receipt of such • er. 

I. When a sign structure d of inclu 
120 continuous days, such n stru 
removed. 

J. Signs shall be removed when 
exist, or at the expiration d 
be the responsibility of the 

dvertising information for a period of 
e shall be deemed a violation and shall be 

K. Unless determined by Zoning Office • be safe at a lesser distance, the 
setback from the ri f-way shall be a m mum of ten feet, except that any 
sign which is attac to the ground shall a• re to the front yard requirement for 
the district in wh' it is located. 

6-4.02 Sign Design Standards — All 

B. Si.. • all be wood, wood appearance or metal; however, many illuminated 
pl c box signs are not permitted. Individual solid metal 1 s with internal 

ting that backlight a building wall are permitted. Illuminat igns are not 
ermined in the Edge Districts with the exception of street addre s and painted 

signs of no more than 6-square feet for Bed and Breakfast inns. 

Neon signs located behind the glass line are permitted subject to revie' •f the 
Architectural Review Committee 
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K. Building signs shall be patible the building and adjacent structures. 

E Small wall-mounted project 
and adjacent structures. Proj 
extend lower than seven fee 

F. Storefront windows sh 
Some signage may be 
be kept to no more t 

6-4.04 Special Design Standards for F ding Signs 

s are encouraged if compatible with the building 
g signs shall not exceed ten square feet in area or 

grade. 

e display of goods and not as a signboard. 
storefront glass; however, this signage shall 
and not obscure the view of merchandise. 

e used fo 
propriate beh 

25% of glass 
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D. The number of graphic elements (i.e., words and/or symbols) on a sign shall be 
to minimum needed to convey the sign's major message. A rule of thumb is to 
the number of syllables and symbols to 10. 

All signage around the traffic circle shall be uniform in design. Uniform is defined 
as: 

having the same (or similar) dimensions or proportions 
having the same (or complementary) background colors re applicable) 
being of the same material. 

6-4.03 Special Design S • dards for Building Signs 

• 
A. Eve •uilding sign shall be designed as an integral arc ectural element of the 

buildi The facade design of commercial structure• all include a signage zone or 
informs zone, which aligns with adjacent struc es. All signage shall be within 
this zone o • - hind storefront glass, except for oc ional projecting signage. 
Signage is n. . above this zone. 

B. Signs on buildin shall not obstruct archi .1 features of the building. Signs 
shall not be mount• on roofs, extend ab the roofline or above the second story of 
the building. 

A. One frees • g sign is permitted per site. The anning Commission may, upon 
recommen on by the Owings Architectural Re w Committee, permit additional 
freestan s g signs in cases where the site is very lar rovided that signs are 
archi , rally compatible with each other and integra with the site. Freestanding 
siy 'all not be located within parking lots. 

B. shall not exceed 
area of freestanding 

height of freestanding signs, inclusive of the base of th 
feet as measured from the top of the sign to the ground. 

signs shall not exceed 20 square feet. 

The base of a freestanding sign shall be solid and designed as an ar tecturally 
integrated element of the sign. 
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D. Only one small sign (4-square feet) advertising uses such as home occupations, 
sale signs, contractor signs, etc., shall be permitted on a residential property. 

6-4.05 M m Sign Areas 

imensions of any given sign or collection of signs shall be approved o e basis of 
n, scale and compatibility with the surrounding area, but may in case exceed the 

listed in Table I below. Freestanding signs are included in omputation of 
are footage for any given site. 

. 
TABL - TABLE OF MAXIMUM SIGN . 

Length of Fr , 
Building Wall 
(ft.) 

Maximum Square Foo 
Of Sign (sq. ft. 

10-19 30 
20-29 5 i 
30-39 1 

40-49 90 
50-59 110 
60-69 5 
70-79 1' 
80-89 155 
90-99 170 
100 SEE NOTE 3 BEL • 

NOTES: 1. Fractions will be ro • ed off to the closest integral number. 
2. A cumulative urement shall be taken for businesses sharing p. walls. 
3. For building i s which are longer than 100 feet, add one square foot ignage for every 

linear foot • 100 feet. 
4. For each e of a commercial'building, the signage shill be Calculated'  or ength of that 

build' • all and the signs shall be located only on that side of the building. 
5. Calc tion of sign area in square feet: Sign area shall normally be the area of th- ce of the 

si except for the following situation: 
e sign consist only of letters or figures, the area shall be calculated as if a rectangle - re 

rawn around the exterior of the letters or figures. 

prop 
limitati 
maximum 
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Existing busine 
than normal maintenance s 
requirements insofar as 
signs but sha 

ace, repair or modi 

US 

current sign requirements. 

e • lacement of Existing Signs 

s; however, any change other 
o conformity with current sign 

re lace, repair or modify existing 
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6-5 PROCEDURES FOR ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

6-5.01 Authorization for Architectural -Review 

In accordance with the provisions of Article 66b, Annotated Code of Maryland, thd Board of 
County Commissioners has the authority under Article 4.01 (B) "upon the zoning or rezoning 
of any land or lands pursuant to the provisions of this article, (to) impose such additional 
restriction, conditions, or limitation as may be deemed appropriate to preserve, improve or 
protect the general character and design of the lands and improvements being zoned or 
rezoned...And may, upon the zoning or rezoning of any land or lands, retain or reserve the 
power and authority to approve, or disapprove the design of buildings, construction, 
landscaping, or other improvements, alterations, and changes made or to be made on the 
subject land or lands to assure conformity with the intent and purpose of this article and the 
jurisdiction's zoning ordinance. The powers provided in subsection (b) of this section shall 
be applicable only if the local legislative body adopts and ordinance which shall include 
enforcement procedures and requirements for adequate notice of public hearings and 
conditions sought to be imposed." 

Section 7.01 (A) of Article 66b enables the local legislative body to "provide by ordinance 
for the enforcement of this article (66b) and of any ordinance or regulation made thereunder." 

6-5.02 Appointment of Architectural Review Committee 

The Board of County Commissioners shall appoint an Owings Town Center Architectural 
Review Committee whose functions shall be to: 

A. make recommendations to the Planning Commission regarding approval of exterior 
design features of public and private buildings, including building scale and the 
relationship between proposed buildings and existing buildings and green spaces, 
structures, and signs on the basis of the Town Center Architectural Standards and 
criteria set forth in sections 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4 of this article; 

B. promote awareness of good design within the community; and 

C. participate in the periodic update of the Owings Town Center Master. 
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X16 Exhibit A - Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance 

The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Prince 

V. SIGN DESIGN  Frederick Town Center. 

A Iluminated signs shall be shielded so that 
direct rays of light shall cause glare or 

re tion on any portion of an adjacent 
high or residential building. 

B. No sign s have moving parts or project 
any interm 'ent or flashing illumination 

that indicate time and 

C_ No sign shall be di yed which uses the 
words "Stop" or "Da r" or presents or 
implies the need or requ ent of stopping 
or the existence of dang as part of an 
advertising sign. 

D. No sign shall be located h will 
interfere with traffic visibility on t ight- 
of-way of any road or on any go or 
drainage easement of the road. 

E_ No sign shall be permitted which contains 
statements, words or pictures of an obscene 
character. 

F. No sign shall be placed on rocks, trees, 
on poles maintained by public utilitie 

G. Portable signs are not permitted. 

/ - 
H. No sign shall be permitted w  i  1 becomes 

7-  unsafe or endangers the afety of a 
building, premise, or per . The Zoning 
Officer shall order suc igns to be made 
safe or repaired or r ved, such order to 
be complied with thin 15 days of the 
receipt of such o r. 

When a sign cture does not include 
advertisin formation for a period of 120 
continuo days, such sign structure shall 
be de ed a violation and shall be 
remo d. 

enterprise, etc. advertised ceases to exis 
at the expiration date specified " the 
permit for erection; removal shal •e the 
responsibility of the owner of th .roperty 
on which the sign is located. 

K. Unless determined by th.mining Officer 
to be safe at a lesser di duce, the setback 
from the right-of - wa all be a minimum 
of ten feet. 

Exception: An gn which is attached to 
the ground lo d on a minor arterial road 
and within feet of the side lot line shall 
adhere to •e front yard requirement for 
the dist in which it is located. If located 
on a lector or local road and within 30 
fee •f the side lot line, the sign shall 

orm to the front yard requirement for 
e district in which it is located. 

except signS 
temperature. 
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a) ha V 
or ortions 

the same (or similar) dimensions 

uilding Sign Design 

1. 
an lilt .1 architectural element of the 
building. 

building sign shall be designed as 

M. Freestanding Sign Design 

1. Every freestanding sign s• be 
compatible with the building(s hich it 
relates in terms of style, col proportion 
and scale. 

2. Signs on but .,-,s7gs shall not obstruct 
architectural featurel',  the building. Signs 
shall not be mounte roofs, extend 
above the roof line or a the second 
story of the building, 

3. All signs for buildings within a sho 
center, office complex, commercial park 
business center shall be uniform in design. 
Uniformity is defined as 

a) having the same (or similar) dimensi 
or proportions 

b) having the same (or co entary) 
background colors (where cable) 

2. All individual s on a freestanding 
base shall uniform in design. 
Uniformity efined as 

) having the same (or complimentary) 
background colors (where applicable) 

eing of the same material. 

3. Reat, boards shall be limited to two 
lines and\.. ,1 have the same background 
color and wie\.' dimensions as the primary 
sign. 

c) being of the same erial. 

4. The numbe graphic elements (i.e., 
words and/ P ymbols) on a sign shall be 
held to • inimurn needed to convey the 
sign',..,0  or message. A rule of thumb is to 

the number of syllables and symbols 

Z.O. 28 
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Monument signs such as this a preferred. 

Exhibit A - Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance 

(5/29/01 4. Height for Freestanding Signs 

The preferred height for all 
freestanding signs located along 

oute 2/4 is 10 feet or less. 
b) le maximum height allowed along 

t,e 2/4 is 12 feet. 
c) Theiwcinium height allowed along 

Route11,1, Dares Beach Road West, 
and thence Frederick loop road is 
10 feet. 

d) Exceptions-`. 

Taller signs up .<  -0.4 feet may be 
approved provide. that one or more 
of the following col,,4itions exist: 
i) A single sign repi.;-ents more 

than  one business. 
ii) Site conditions are stie:\ that the 

only alternative is to plik \7„ the 
sign below the grade of 
existing adjacent roadway. 
such a case, the height may 
increased to equal the pennitt 
height measured from the 
adjacent roadway grade. 

iii) The location of the sign creates a 
non-self-imposed hardship. This 
may include obstructions within 
the line of sight or unusually Ion 
distances from a right-of-way. / 

iv) Along Route 2/4, an additional"; 
two feet of framing may be/ 
added if it adds an architect' al 
element or for a compani"iogo 
that enhances the over.1 7  
appearance and effe geness of 
the proposed sign • a 
maximum heigh 14 feet). 

e) Height of fre mg signs 
along other ting and future 
roadways i > maximum height 
of 8 feet 

5. The base of the sign' ,nail be solid 
and designed as at/Architecturally 
integrated elemis .t of the sign. 

G. The number o' graphic elements 
(i.e., words ri:id symbols) on a 
freestarig sign shall be held to the 
ininirnur, needed to convey the 
sign's r,ajor message. A rule of 
thuir' is to limit the number of 
syyi,tiles and symbols to 10. 

7. f one freestanding sign is permitted 
irier site. The Planning Commission 

may, upon recommendation by the 
Prince Frederick Architectural 
Review Committee, permit 
additional freestanding signs in cases 
where the site is very large (more 
than 1000 feet of road frontage) 
provided that signs are 

hitecturally integrated with each 
and with the site. Freestanding 
shall not be located within 

lots. 

N. Materials ghting for Signs 

1. Building sig.,'and freestanding signs 
on sites having ,'montage along Route 
2/4, Dares Beach Road West or 
Route 231 west of lute 2/4 may be 
wood, plastic or meti.. and backlit. 

2. Building signs and freest, iding signs 
on sites having frontage aft. g all 
other existing and future roaa shall 
be wood or wood appearance u.., `ng 
indirect lighting only. 
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MAXIMUM SIGN AREA 

The 1 square foot area of all signs shall be based on the following table. 

TABLE I. TABLE OF MAXIMUM SIGN AREAS 

ength of Front Maximum Square Footage 
ding Wall (ft.) of Sign (sq. ft.) 

1 
20-
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
70-79 
80-89 
90-99 
100 SEE r BELOW 

30 
50 
70 
90 

110 
125 
140 
155 

NOTES 1. Fractions will be ro •ed off to the closest in al number. 
2. A cumulative me rement shall be taken for b esses sharing party walls. 
3. For building w which are longer than 100 feet, one square foot of signage 
for every line ot over 100 feet. 
4. For each e of a commercial building, the signage s be calculated for the 
length of t building wall and the signs shall be located o on that side of the 
buildin 
5. Ca ation of sign area in square feet: Sign area shall normally • he area of the 
fa bI the sign, except for the following situation: 

the sign consists only of letters or figures, the area shall be calculat s if a 
rectangle were drawn around the exterior of the letters or figures. 

z.0. 30 



ABLE II TABLE OF MAXIMUM SIGN AREA FOR FREESTANDING SIGNS 

Along Rt 2/4 90 sq. ft 

Along Rt 231 and Dares Beach Road; 
other existing and future roads 

w 'n the Entry District, 
Vill a_ District, New Town District 
and Fo District 50 sq. ft 

Along Armo oad, Church Street 
Duke Street an ain Street; 
all other existing future roads 
within the Old Tow 'strict & 
Old Town Transition ict 20 s•. 

Exception: 

b, 

c. 

Signs within Old Town Resident' 
sq. ft. 
(See Chapter VI. for descrip 

strict and Fairgrounds District are limited to 4 

of Di 

280 Exhibit A - Prince Frederick Zoning Ordinance 

2. Maximum Sign Area for Freestanding Signs 

3. Maximum Size of Building Signs 

To determine the maximum of signs on buildings, subtrac e square footage used for all 
freestanding signs from t .tal permitted square footage shown able I. 

P. Replacement of E ing Signs 

When an exist building sign or freestanding sign is replaced with a new sign, t ew sign shall 
comply wi e standards of this sign ordinance. A new sign is defined as an ign which 
advertis new business. 

Z.0, 31 



4. No sign shall permitted which contains statem- words or picture of an 
obscene charact 

5. No sign shall be p n rocks, trees, or on po maintained by public utilities. 

6. All portable signs shall be 'ted as follows 

g. One sandwich type -frame) si 
subject to the follo g: 

h. Farh sign boar' ace shall not exceed 9 s 

i. The total h,  t is not to exceed 48". 

permitted per business on premises, 

j. The si shall be located so as to not restrict sigh 
for ASHTO standards. Note: The County 
d- ng ASHTO standards. Applicants will be 

e standards. 

stance below that called 
*11 provide drawings 

onsible for meeting 

The sign must either be constructed and maintained accordi to the adopted 
specifications or receive special approval from the Archite 
Review Committee. 
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6.4 SIGN REQUIREMENTS  The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance 
apply in the St. Leonard Town Center. 

Y.1 LIEL1N.C•1\ /Ala IN...GyulAraviL2N 1 47 Etta', 01\11'10 

Illuminated signs shall be shielded so that no direct rays of light shall cause 
reflection on any portion of an adjacent highway or residential building. 

No sign shall have moving parts or project any intermittent or flashing ill nation 
except signs that indicate time and temperature. 

3. sign shall  be displayed which uses the words "Stop" or "Dange or presents or 
imp 'es the need or requirement of stopping or the existence of • . :er as part of an 
adv .ing sign. 

4. No sign be located which will interfere with traffic sility on the right-of- 
way of any ad or on any slope or drainage easement of oad. 

a. Hot air balloons and ch lig are allowed for promotions only, not to 
exceed 72 hours in a y 

b. Pennants and banners are tted for display periods not to exceed 14 
days prior to an event, of exceed 30 days per year. 



i. For roads with posted speed limits greater than 30 miles an .ur, the sign 
1 be at least 50' from the right-of-way. Note: These sign not effective 

on speed roads, and they present a greater danger. 

j. Sign sh of be illuminated. 

8. No sign shall be pe tted which becomes unsafe 
building, premise, or pe • The Zoning Officer 
safe or repaired or remov - 6 h order to be 
receipt of such order. 

endangers the safety of a 
I order such signs to be made 

plied with within 15 days of the 

9. When a sign structure does not inc 
continuous days, such sign struc 
removed. 

vertising information for a period of 120 
11 be deemed a violation and shall be 

% c-  
a) c) Li 

it  282 Exhibit A - St. Leonard Zoning Ordinance 

(10/28/03) h. The owner shall obtain a permit for the sign; however, the size of the si 
(05/01/06) will not count against the total signage allowed under Section 6-8.07 the 

Calvert County Zoning Ordinance. 

10. Signs shall be removed whe e business, en se, etc. advertised ceases to exist, 
or at the expiration date ified in the permit erection; removal shall be the 
responsibility of the o of the property on which • ign is located. 

11. Unless determin 
from the right- 

the Zoning Officer to be safe at a le distance, the setback 
y shall be a minimum of ten feet, 

Exceptio 
and 
the 

y sign which is attached to the ground located on a m 
40 feet of the side lot line shall adhere to the front yard 

ct in which it is located. If located on a collector or local road an 
of the side lot line, the sign shall conform to the front yard requiremen 
ct in which it is located. 

arterial road 
ment for 

• ;thin 30 
• the 
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4.2 SIGN DESIGN STANDARDS - ALL SIGNS 

1. Signs shall be compatible with the design and building materials of adjP dnt 
structures. 

(3/23/99) 2. Signs shall be wood, wood appearance, pre-cast concrete, or metal;: nowever, 
internally illuminated plastic box signs are not permitted. Individua' solid metal 

tiers with internal lighting that backlight a building wall are pennitte 

3. The sitive design of neon signs located behind the glass line add character to 
the str. cape. 

4. All signs fo uildings within a shopping center, office con" ,lex, commercial park or 
business cent all be uniform in design. Uniformity is .efined as 

a) having the e (or similar) dimensions or pr portions 

b) having the sam •r complementary) bad ..;:round colors (where applicable) 

c) being of the same m 'al. 

5. The number of graphic elements' wr".ds and/or symbols) on a sign shall be held 
to the minimum needed to convey de'sign's major message. A rule of thumb is to 
limit the number of syllables and syr' ')Is to 10. 

6.4.3 SPECIAL. DESIGN STANDARDS F' BULLING SIGNS (in addition to standards 
listed in 6.4.1 and 6.4.2). 

1. Every building sign sh e designed as an int 7ral architectural element of the 
building. The facade d,-Y,  gn of commercial structb. Is shall include a signage zone 
or information zone 'ch aligns with adjacent es. All signage shall be 
within this' zone behind storefront glass, excep or occasional projecting 
signage. Signa: is not allowed above this zone. 

2. Signs on bu' ings shall not obstruct architectural features  oche  building. Signs 
shall not mounted on roofs, extend above the roof line o ye the second 
story of e building. 

3. Buil dig signs shall be compatible with the building and adjacent sty, lures. 

4. ',nail wall-mounted projecting signs are encouraged if compatible w. It the 
building and adjacent structures. Projecting signs shall not exceed ten spare feet 
in area or extend lower than seven feet above grade. 
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6.4.5 MAXIMUM SIGN AREA 

TABLE I. TABLE OF MUM SIGN AREAS 

Length of Front Maxi 
Building Wall (ft.) 

are Footage 
q. ft.) 

10-19 30 
20-29 50 
30-39 70 
40-49 90 
50-59 110 
60-69 1 125 
70-79 140 
80-89 155 
90-99/'; 170 
100/ SEE NOTE 3 BELOW 
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5. Storefront windows shall be used for the display of goods and not as a sign board. 
Some signage may be appropriate behind storefront glass; however, this signage 
shall be kept to not more than 25% of glass area and not obscure the view 
merchandise. 

6.4.4 CIAL DESIGN STANDARDS FOR FREESTANDING SIGNS (in ade,ion to 
ds listed in 6.4.1.and 6.6.2). 

1. e freestanding sign is permitted per site. The Planning Commissi/A may, upon 
endation by the St. Leonard Architectural Review Corr.  .nittee, permit 

nal freestanding signs in cases where the site is very la-e provided that 
signs architecturally integrated with each other and the site ,Teestanding signs 
shall no 'e located within parking lots. 

2. The height freestanding signs shall not exceed of ,tit feet. The area of 
freestanding • shall not exceed 20 square feet. 

3. The base of a ding sign shall be solid and esigned as an architecturally 
integrated element the sign 

4. Only one small sign ( .f.) advertizing such home occupations, for sale 
signs, contractor signs, s l be permitted a residential property. 

NOTES 1.: actions will be rounded off to the closest integral number. 
7';A cumulative measurement shall be taken for businesses sharing p walls. 

. For building walls which are longer than 100 feet, add one square fo of signage 
for every linear foot over 100 feet. 
4. For each side of a commercial building, the signage shall he calculate 
length of that building wall and the signs shall be located only on that si 
building. 
5. Calculation of sign area in square feet: Sign area shall normally be the area o 
face of the sign, except for the following situation: 

If the sign consists only of letters or figures, the area shall be calculated as if a 
rectangle were drawn around the exterior of the letters or figures. 

or the 
f the 
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6.4.6 OF EXISTING SIGNS 

Existing businesses may replace, repair 
normal maintenance shall be in 
as practicable. 

signs; however, any change other than 
ent sign requirements insofar 

but shall comply s may replace, repair or modify 

6.5 PROCEDURES FOR ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

1. Authorization for Architectural Review 

In accordance with the provisions in article 66b, Annotated Code of Maryland, the Board 
of County Commissioners has the• authority under article 4.01 (B) "upon the zoning or 
rezoning of any land or lands pursuant to the provisions of this article, (to) impose such 
additional restrictions, conditions, or limitation as may- be deemed appropriate to preserve, 
improve or protect the general character and design of the lands and improvements being 
zoned or rezoned...And may, upon the zoning or rezoning of any land or lands, retain or 
reserve the power and authority to approve or disapprove the design of buildings, 
construction, landscaping, or other improvements, alterations, and changes made or to be 
made on the subject land or lands to assure conformity with the intent and purpose of this 
article and of the jurisdiction's zoning ordinance. The powers provided in subsection (b) 
of this section shall be applicable only if the local legislative body adopts an ordinance 
which shall include enforcement procedures and requirements for adequate notice of 
public hearings and conditions sought to be imposed. 

Section 7.01 (A) of article 66b enables the local legislative body to "provide by 
ordinance for the enforcement of this article (66b) and of any ordinance or regulation 
made thereunder." 

2. Appointment of Architectural Review Committee 

The Board of County Commissioners shall appoint an Architectural Review Committee 
whose functions shall be to: 

a. make recommendations to the Planning Commission regarding approval of 
exterior design features of public and private sector buildings, structures, 
and signs on the basis of the appearance standards and criteria; 

b. promote awareness of good design within the community; 

c. review master plans and make recommendations. 
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b. The sign must either be con 
requirements of this Sectio 
Review Committee. 

cted and maintained in accordance with the 
eceive special approval from the Architectural 

c. The sign is located on e propert 
premise portable sig shall be per ed. 

on which the business is located. No off- 

d. The sign shall be 
required by the 
Highway and T 
drawings de 
meeting th 

e. The sig all be located within the Building Rest tion Lines (BRLs) and shall 

ated so as to not trict sight distance below that which is 
ndards established by 'e American Association of State 

nsportation Officials (AAS TO). Note: The County will provide 
ting AASHTO standards. Ap ants will be responsible for 

e standards. 
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6-8.01 Purpose 

The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Solomons Town 
6-8 SIGNS  Center. 

0--t:—. 0 0 O. _K. 
lomons Town Center, except where noted. 

6-  1 Purpose  

The purpose of this Section is to regulate signs and to promote Town Center busin- es 
thout significantly impacting overall aesthetics, property values, public safety, or pinging on 

fr speech. 

6-8.02 Gen I Skin Provisions 

A. III • inated signs shall be shielded so that no direct rays of light shall c. se glare or 
refle on on any portion of an adjacent highway or residential build in 

B. No sign shall have moving parts or project any intermittent or flas ng illumination. 

C. No sign sh be displayed which uses the words "Stop" or "Danger' r presents or implies the 
need or req -ment of stopping or the existence of danger as p- of an advertising sign. 

D. No sign shall b. ocated which will interfere with the traffic v.  ibility on the right-of-way of 
any road or on a slope or drainage easement of the ro 

E. No sign shall be pe pitted which contains statements, .rds or pictures of an obscene 
character. 

F.  

G.  

No signs shall be place n 

All portable signs shall be I 

rocks, trees, or on pol 

ited as follows:  

maintained by public utilities. 

1. "Sandwich Board" style s 

a. The sign does not exce 
not exceed 48 inches. 

s shall be p 

12 sq  

itted subject to the following conditions: 

e feet in size per side and the total height does 

not be sated so as to obstruct pedestrian pathwa 

2. Flags an anners shall be permitted, subject to the follow a conditions: 

a. E h flag or banner shall not exceed 12 square feet in si Exception: Official 
.S., state, or county flags are exempt from the sign requir ents. 

All non-Official U.S., state, or county flags and banners are su ect to the 
provisions of paragraph 'M' of this Section and the size limitatio set forth in 
Section 6-8.06.B of this Ordinance. 

Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance 
Article 6 - Page 12 
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6-8.02 General Sign Provisions 

H. No sign shall be permitted which becomes unsafe or endangers the safety of a building, 
premise, or person. The Zoning Officer shall order such signs to be made safe or repa.  •d 
or removed within 15 days of the receipt of such order. 

I. hen a sign does not include advertising information for a period of 120 continuou- says, 
s h sign shall be deemed a violation and shall be removed. 

J. Non onforming signs may continue to be used, regardless of change in conte unless the 
sign s cture is replaced, expanded, or relocated. At that time, the sign shall e brought 
into con mance with the requirements of this Zoning Ordinance. Routine ntenance of 
non-conf• ing sign structures shall be permitted so long as such mainte ce does not 
constitute r 'lacement or expansion. 

K. Unless deter 'ed by the Zoning Officer to be safe at a lesser distanc the setback from 
the right-of-way all be a minimum of 10 feet. 

Exception: Any si• which is attached to the ground located on a r nor arterial road and 
within 40 feet of the •e lot line shall adhere to the front yard re• rement for the district in 
which it is located. If I• ated on a collector or local road and wi in 30 feet of the side lot 
line, the sign shall confo to the front yard requirement for t district in which it is located. 

L. Signs attached to vehicles e allowed under the following nditions: 

 

1. The vehicle is parked at e business location and t vehicle is operable, tagged and 
parked in an approved par g space, or 

2. the vehicle is parked at the d er's residence a it is the resident's primary means of 
transportation to and from his • er place of k. 

M. The following provisions regarding ma ials and •hting shall be applied to all signs: 

North of Lore Road: 

1. Materials: Any non-reflective, matte-fini materials may be approved, provided they 
meet the design criteria listed in this nce. Exception: Flags and banners shall 
be made of fabric only (no plastic). 

2. Lighting: The following types of li• ing may • used to illuminate signs: 

3. a. external lighting projecting to the sign fac 

b. internal lighting projectin' onto a wall or sign e to create a halo effect behind 
letters (i.e., "reverse c nel" or "halo lighting"). 

c. internal lighting, prov 
logo are illuminate 
percent of the si 

ed that the sign face is opa 
In no case may the illuminated 

face.  

and only the letters and 
rtion of the sign exceed 35 

4. Exceptions: intern- ighting projecting through the sign face y be approved for 
information board- ocated adjacent to drive-through lanes and ed and designed for 
the use of drive- ough customers only (example: menu boards). 

South of Lore Roa 

1. Material sh- be limited to wood or wood appearance for the sign face. aterials 
other tha ood may be approved for signposts and frames provided th- meet the 
design c• eria listed in this ordinance. Exception: Flags and banners sha •e made of 
fabric • y (no plastic). 

2. Ligh g for signs shall be limited to external light sources projecting onto the s face. 

Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance 
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I. Free- nding signs shall not be located within parking lots. 

of 288 Exhibit A - Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance 

-8.03 Freestanding Signs 

3. Exceptions: 

a. Banners and banner display poles sponsored by a governmental agency m 
permitted, provided that they are recommended for approval by the Solom 
Architectural Review Committee and are comprehensively planned and 
to ensure continuity throughout the Town Center. 

Awning signs are permitted, provided the lettering is limited to one c• .r. Logos 
may be incorporated into the sign. 

6-8.03 Freestandin .ns 

A. Every free- nding sign shall be compatible with the building(s) to whic' t relates in terms 
of style, colo proportion and scale. 

B. All individual si• s on the same freestanding base shall be unifor design. Uniformity 
shall be general 'efined as: 

1. having the sam (or similar dimensions and proportions a 

2. having the same ckground color and 

3. being of the same m. rial. 

C. Other approaches to unifor resign may be approved bject to a recommendation by the 
Architectural Review Committ- . Logos may be inco orated into the design. Reader 
board, when included, shall be p. of the overall d: gn of the sign. 

D. Maximum Height for Freestanding S s: In all Sub .reas except C1, the maximum height is 10 
feet. In the C1 Sub-area, the maximu eight is ur feet. Minor increases in height may be 
granted in cases where a unique topogr c c. dition would otherwise impair visibility of a sign 
(see paragraph 'E' of this Section) or in ca -s here an architectural element is deemed by the 
Architectural Review Committee to improve overall appearance of a sign. 

E. Sign height shall be measured from the er 'e elevation of the finished grade at the front 
of the sign and/or structure facing the reet to •e highest point of the sign and/or structure. 
The use of berms, grading, or other eans in or to achieve a greater sign height shall 
not be permitted unless site condi ns are such th the proposed sign location is below 
the grade of the adjacent roadw. In such cases, a rm, grading or other means may be 
used to raise the elevation of t land on which the si is to be placed to the elevation of 
the adjacent roadway. 

F. The base of the sign shall designed as an architectural tegrated element of the sign. 
Signs with a single centr. pole ("lollipop signs") are not per ed. Signs may be mounted 
on the side of a single •le, between two poles, or within a sig ame constructed of solid 
wood or a material th has the appearance of wood, or brick. 

G. The number of gra' is elements (i.e., words and symbols) on a fre- anding sign shall be 
held to the mini needed to convey the sign's major message. A le of thumb is to 
limit the numb- if syllables and symbols to 10. 

H. One freesta ng sign is permitted per site. The Planning Commission m upon 
recommen tion by the Solomons Architectural Review Committee, permit . 'ditional 
freestan g signs in cases where the site is very large (more than 1000 feet road 
frontag provided that signs are architecturally integrated with each other and h the site. 

igned 

Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance 
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6-8.04 Building Sign Design 

04 Building Sign Design  

A. Every building sign shall be designed as an integral architectural element of the buil•' g 
and shall be compatible with the building and neighboring buildings in the terms of eight, 
proportion, rhythm and scale. (See the Architectural Design Manual maintained the 

epartment of Planning and Zoning.) 

B. SI. s on buildings shall not obstruct architectural features of the building. gns shall not 
be nted on roofs, extend above the roofline or above the second sto of the building. 
South ore Road, no more than 25 percent of the window area on e side of a building 
shall be -d for the display of signs on that side of the building. 

C. All individua ns for tenants within a single building, shopping ter, office complex, 
commercial pa or business center shall be uniform in design. 4 niformity shall be 
generally define 

1. having the sam- .r similar) dimensions and proport s and 

2. having the same b round color and 

3. being of the same mat-  

D. Other approaches to uniform d •n may be ap 
Architectural Review Committee. •gos may 

6-8.05 Signs Permitted Without a Zoning Permit 

The provisions of Section 6-8.05 of the Calv- County Zoning Ordinance apply within the 
Solomons Town Center, with the exceptio' of tion 6-8.05.G, which is replaced by Section 6- 
8.02.G herein. 

6-8.06 Sims Requiring Zoning Permits 

The provisions of Section 6-8.06 of e Calvert County Zon Ordinance apply within the Solomons 
Town Center, with the exception at Sections 6-8.06.A and .06.B.1, and Table 6-4 are replaced 
by paragraphs 'A' and 'B', and -ble 6-3 herein. Section 6-8.0 2 through 6-3.0613.8 of the 
Calvert County Zoning Ordi ce apply in the Solomons Town Ce without exception. 

A. All signs described his Section require a building permit. A sign erected without a 
building permit s constitute a Zoning Violation, which shall be forced in accordance 
with Section 1- .f the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance. 

B. Maximum & Areas 

ved subject to a recommendation by the 
incorporated into the design. 

The dim 
propo 
limit 
m 

ions of any given sign or collection of signs shall be approved 
, scale and compatibility with the surrounding area, but shall not e 

ns listed in Table 6-4 of this Section. All signs are included in the corn 
mum square footage for any given site, except sandwich board signs, flags 

ners, where permitted. 

the basis of 
ed the size 

ation of 

Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance 
Article 6 - Page 15 



2 91 Exhibit A - Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance 

-8.06 Signs Requiring Zoning Permits 

TABLE 6-46  TABLE OF MAXIMUM SIGN AREAS 
Length of Front Building Wall (ft) Maximum Square Footage of Sign (sq. 

10-19 30 
20-29 40 
30-39 70 
40-49 90 
50-50 110 
60-69 125 
70-79 140 
80-89 15' 
90-99 0 
>100 See ate 3 Below 

Notes: 
1. Fractions will rounded off to the closest integral nu -r. 
2. A cumulative m .surement shall be taken for busine- .es or institutional uses 

sharing party wa 
3. For building walls , , ich are longer than 100 feet dd one square foot of signage for 

every linear foot ove , 00 feet. 
4. Signage shall be calcu ed for the length of • :ch building wall that has a public 

entrance and/or is visibl- om a public roa' or the water, and the signs shall be 
located only on that side o he building. 

5. Buildings with separate busi -sses or titutional uses on two or more stories may 
be permitted up to 50 percent , ore 'nage. 

6. For businesses or institutional u - - aving no permanent buildings, a maximum of 
50 square feet of signage is per - -d. 

7. On a corner lot, the building w fa 'g each road shall be used to compute the 
square footage for signage • that ro. , 

8. The total signage allowed -r building ,y be increased by no more than 50 percent 
through the use of sand h board signs, 'ags, and banners that comply with 
Section 6-8.02.G and r :.02.M of this Ordi nce. 

9. This table does not • aply to signs for which s• are footage limitations are specified 
(i.e., Home Occup ion signs). 

6-8.06 B. 2. See Calvert C nty Zoning Ordinance. 

3. See Calve ounty Zoning Ordinance. 

4. See Cal rt County Zoning Ordinance. 

5. See • vert County Zoning Ordinance. 

6. SCalvert County Zoning Ordinance. 

ee Calvert County Zoning Ordinance. 

See Calvert County Zoning Ordinance. 

le 6-4 replaces in its entirety Table 6-4 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance. 

Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance 
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6-8.07 Violations 

6-9 SECTION NUMBER RESERVED 

6-10 ADEQUATE PUBLIC FACILITIES REQUIREMENTS 

The provisions of Section 6-10 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Solomons Town 
Center without exception. 

6-11 APPEALS (Section Deleted from Calvert County Zoning Ordinance 5/12/09) 

Solomons Town Center Zoning Ordinance 
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6-8 Signs 
6-8.01 Purpose 

These regulations balance the need to protect the public safety and welfare, the need for 
a well maintained and attractive community and the need for adequate identification, 
communication and advertising. The regulations for signs have the following specific 
objectives: 

A. To allow businesses, institutions and individuals to exercise their right to free 
speech by displaying messages on a sign, and to allow audiences to receive such 
information; 

B. To foster successful businesses by providing those businesses with the means for 
reasonable and appropriate communication and identification; 

C. To ensure that signs are designed, constructed, installed and maintained according 
to minimum standards to safeguard life, health, property and public welfare; 

D. To allow and promote positive conditions for communication by sign; 

E. To reflect and support the desired ambience and development patterns of the 
various zoning districts, overlay districts, planning areas and sub-areas and 
promote an attractive built environment; and 

F. To allow for adequate and effective signs whose dimensional characteristics further 
the interests of public safety and the needs of the motorist, where signs are viewed 
from a road. 

6-8.02 General Provisions 

A. Sign regulations apply to each zoning district within Calvert County, excluding 
incorporated towns and any established municipality that has its own zoning 
authority. Permanent signs in the Town Centers and the Rural Commercial District 
are subject to Architectural Review according to applicable design guidelines, as 
amended from time to time. 

B. Where the Federal government or State of Maryland maintains statutes controlling 
certain signs or messages, the Federal government's or State's laws, regulations 
and standards shall supersede this Chapter. The minimum signage that is required 
by Federal or State law shall not count toward the signage allowed by this 
Ordinance. 

C. Except as permitted in these regulations, no sign shall be erected, affixed or 
displayed without a sign permit. 

D. No sign shall obstruct or interfere with ingress or egress from any door, window or 
fire escape. No sign shall resemble or imitate signs or signals erected by the 
County or other governmental agency for the regulation of traffic or parking. 

E. No part of a sign shall have animation, moving parts, flashing lights or changing 
colors unless specifically permitted for electronic message centers in this Chapter. 

F. No sign shall be located where it will interfere with the sight distance on the right-
of-way of any road, public or private, and shall not impair or impact sight distance 
requirements of the Calved County Road Ordinance and the current American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Highway 
Safety Manual. 
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G. No sign or structure to which a sign is affixed shall be allowed to remain if it is 
unsafe or endangers the safety of a building, premise, person or structure to which 
a sign is affixed. The Zoning Officer shall order such signs, or structures which a 
sign is affixed, to be made safe, repaired or removed as necessary to address the 
condition subject of the order. Such order shall be made in accordance with 
Section 1-7 of this Ordinance, as amended from time to time. 

H. Any sign proposed to be located or replaced in a designated Calvert County 
Historic District must be approved by the Historic District Commission in 
accordance with the provisions of County Code Chapter 57, Sections 57-12 and 
57-13, as amended from time to time. 

I. All external illumination shall be in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-6.01 
of this Ordinance. 

J. Messages and structures shall be constructed in accordance with all applicable 
codes and shall be maintained in good repair and condition at all times. 
Maintenance shall include replacing or repairing of worn or damaged parts of a 
sign or sign structure in order to maintain the message and structure in good repair 
and condition at all times. 

K. Signs that cannot be seen from a right-of-way, waterway, or an adjoining property 
are exempt from the regulations in Section 6-8. 

L. Inward-facing signs within a stadium, open-air theater, parks, arena or other similar 
use facility, which signs can be viewed only by persons within such stadium, open-
air theater, parks, arena or other similar facility are exempt from the regulations in 
Section 6-8. 

6-8.03 Measurements and Calculations 

A. Overall freestanding sign height shall be measured from the lowest point at the 
base of the sign or structure along the closest road to the highest point of the sign 
or structure. The use of berms, grading or other means in order to achieve a 
greater sign height shall not be permitted except where site conditions are such 
that the proposed sign location is below the grade of the closest adjacent roadway, 
then the freestanding sign or structure's height shall be measured from the center 
line of the pavement of the adjacent road closest to the base of the sign. For signs 
along waterways, the sign height shall be measured from the base of the sign. 

B. The sign area shall be computed in square feet by means of the smallest square, 
rectangle, triangle or circle, or combination thereof that encompasses the extreme 
limits of the sign message. See Figure 1, Figure 2 and Figure 3 for examples 
implementing this means of measurement 
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Figure 1: Example of the calculation of the sign area and height of a freestanding sign. 

Sign Area = n x r2  

Figure 2: Example of sign area computation by the smallest circle encompassing the extreme 
limits of the sign message. For the purposes of calculations, 7C equals 3.14. 
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Sign Area "A"  Sign Area = "A" x "B" 

§111n1VIEsia§:ei  Sign Area "B" 

Figure 3: Example of sign area calculation for wall signs. 

C. In the case of a three-dimensional (3-D) sign, the sign area shall be calculated by 
the smallest square, rectangle or circle that encompasses the profile of the sign 
message. The profile used shall be the largest area of the sign message visible 
from any one point. 

D. For the purposes of this Chapter, the sign area for a sign with more than one face 
(multi-faced signs) shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces. 

E. Only one (1) side of a double sided sign is counted in determining the sign area 
provided that the two sign faces are placed back to back, so that both faces cannot 
be viewed from any one (1) point at the same time, and when such sign faces are 
part of the same sign structure and are not more than twenty-four (24) inches 
apart. Where the two (2) sides are not of equal size, the sign area shall be 
computed by the measurement of the largest of the sign areas. 

F. All fractions for various shapes will be rounded to the closest whole number. 

6-8.04 Prohibited Signs 

The following types of signs are specifically prohibited within the County: 

A. Vehicle signs viewed from a public road with the primary purpose of providing 
signage not otherwise allowed by this Ordinance. Vehicles or trailers shall not be 
parked to be used primarily as advertising signs. This does not apply to a vehicle 
parked at a place of business or an owner's/driver's residence and is the primary 
means of transportation to and from his or her place of employment. Furthermore, 
this does not apply to any signage for vehicles required by State or Federal law. 

B. Billboards with the exception of billboards established prior to February 27, 1992, 
refer to Section 6-8.13 E. 

C. Signs that are affixed to any structures, trees or other natural vegetation, rocks or 
poles or otherwise placed in or overhang into the public right-of-way. 

D. Any sign erected or placed on or above a traffic control device or its supporting 
structure not placed by a governmental agency or with the permission of a 
governmental agency: 
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1. Any sign so placed, unless previously approved by the Calvert County 
Department of Public Works, may be removed by the County. 

2. If the placement or removal of any sign damages the traffic control device or its 
supporting structure, that person or entity found responsible for the placement of 
such sign shall be responsible for repairing or replacing the traffic control device 
and its supporting structure at no additional cost to the County or State. 

E. Signs that extend above the top of the roofline of the building to which it is affixed. 

6-8.05 Signs Permitted in All Areas without a Permit 

Each sign exempt from the permit process shall still comply with all applicable safety, 
height, area and location standards established in Section 6-8. The following signs do 
not require a sign permit: 

A. This Ordinance does not apply to any traffic control devices "TCDs" as identified in 
the latest version of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices "MUTCD" and 
other State and County design standards related to traffic control or management 
that are installed by the Calvert County Department of Public Works or the Maryland 
State Highway Administration. 

B. Any other signs installed by County governmental agencies on its own property. 
C. Flags. 
D. Signs or notices issued by any court, officer or other person or organization in 

performance of a public duty or required by law to be posted. 
E. Certain temporary signs as established in Section 6-8.12 of this Ordinance. 
F. Window signs are allowed provided they comply with all other sign regulations in this 

Ordinance. 

G. Properties with agricultural use assessment from the Maryland Department of 
Assessments and Taxation may have individual non-illuminated signs not exceeding 
six square feet where seeds or crops are planted in a specific field. 

H. Official signs erected by public utility, oil, gas, mining or construction companies to 
warn of danger or hazardous conditions, including signs indicating the presence of 
underground cables, gas lines and similar devices. 

Figure 4: The window area is illustrated within the dashed line area for the two storefronts in the 
above image. 
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6-8.06 Permitted Signs 

A. Table 6-1 identifies where different types of signs are permitted in each of the Town 
Centers, districts or areas. 

B. Each sign type shall comply with its sign type-specific standards established in this 
Ordinance at 6-8.07 through 6-8.12. 

C. Illumination of Permanent Freestanding or Building Signs 
1. Illuminated signs are permitted in all zoning districts, except in designated 

Calvert County Historic Districts and as otherwise provided herein, where 
internally illuminated signs are prohibited. Signs must comply with the Outdoor 
Lighting Regulations in Section 6-6.01 of this Ordinance, including glare control 
requirements. 

2. For signs in the Solomons Town Center, south of Lore Road, signs may only be 
illuminated by an external light source. 

D. Sign Materials 
1. Signs may be constructed of any durable materials with the exception that: 

a. Permanent signs in the Solomons Town Center north of Lore Road shall be 
constructed of any durable, nonreflective, matte-finish materials. 

b. Permanent signs in the Solomons Town Center south of Lore Road shall be 
constructed of wood or those materials with a wood-like appearance. 
Materials other than wood may be used for signposts, frames and supporting 
structures. 
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TABLE 6-1: SUMMARY TABLE OF PERMITTED SIGN TYPES 

Sign Type 
Symbols 

P-A = Permitted with 
Architectural Design Review 

P = Permitted without 
Architectural Design Review 

X= Not Permitted 
S = Permitted with Special 

Exception 
S-A = Permitted with Special 
Exception with Architectural 

Design Review 

Town Center, District or Area [1] 
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Permanent Freestanding Signs 

Directional Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Drive-Up Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Other Freestanding Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Subdivision Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Permanent Building Signs 

Awning or Canopy Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Projecting Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Wall Signs P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Electronic Message Centers and Reader Boards [3] 

Electronic Message 
Centers X X X X X X/P-A 

[4] X X X 
X/P-A 

[5]  
Reader Boards P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A P-A 

Portable Signs 

A-Frame or T-Frame 
Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Temporary Signs 

Air-Activated Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Balloon Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Banner Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Blade Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

Pennants P P P P P P P P P P 

Yard Signs P P P P P P P P P P 

NOTES: 

[1] Signs in the Rural Commercial District and Town Centers are subject to architectural review according to 
applicable design guidelines, as amended from time to time. 

[2] Nonresidential permitted uses in the other Huntingtown Town Center districts (Neighborhood District and 
Residential District) shall comply with all the requirements of the Mixed Use District. Nonresidential uses allowed by 
conditional use or special exception shall comply with the sign requirements of the Mixed Use District unless more 
stringent requirements are set as part of the conditional use or special exception approval. 

[3] This subsection of Table 6-1 identifies where electronic message centers and reader boards are permitted as a 
portion of a permitted freestanding or building sign in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-8.07. Such signs 
shall not be permitted in addition to any other permitted signs. 

[4] Building signs and freestanding signs on sites having frontage along Route 2/4, Dares Beach Road West or Route 
231 west of Route 2/4 may be backlit. 
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Symbols 
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6-8.07 Permanent Freestanding Sign Regulations 

A. The sign shall be affixed to a permanent foundation or structure. 
B. An issued sign permit is required prior to installing for all permanent signs unless 

otherwise specified. 
C. Permanent Freestanding Signs shall comply with the following regulations based 

upon their classification. 
1. Directional Signs (Permanent) 

a. One sign may be permitted per individual driveway intersection with any 
public road; 

b. The maximum sign area shall be five (5) square feet; and 

c. The maximum sign height shall be three (3) feet. 

2. Drive-Up Signs (Permanent) 

a. One drive-up sign is permitted for each drive-up lane with a maximum sign 
area of thirty-six (36) square feet each. 

b. The above maximum sign area shall not apply to any drive-up signs located 
in the rear of the building not visible from a public right-of-way or screened 
with a fence, wall, landscaping or other screening methods that fully block the 
view of the drive-up signage from view of all public rights-of-way. 

c. Drive-up signs may be internally illuminated and comply with the 
requirements of Section 6-6.01 except as restricted by Section 6-8.06.C.1 
and 2 of this Ordinance. 

3. Other Freestanding Signs (Permanent) 

Other types of freestanding signs may be permitted upon property for which the use 
is nonresidential and upon properties for which the use is residential if a home 
occupation has been approved by the Calvert County Department of Planning & 
Zoning in accordance with the following regulations: 

a. For the purposes of this Chapter 6-8, nonresidential properties shall include 
lots and parcels of record with agricultural, business & personal service, 
commercial, recreational, industrial, public or institutional uses. 
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b. One freestanding sign not to exceed four (4) square feet in size and six (6) 
feet in height may be approved on residential properties that contain an 
approved commercial business (home occupation). 

c. For freestanding signs proposed to be located upon properties for which a 
building or structure has been constructed and the use for which is 
nonresidential, the sign area and sign height for freestanding signs permitted 
on any nonresidential property shall not exceed that set forth at Table 6-2 
and: 

i. Except as otherwise provided herein, only one freestanding sign is 
permitted per lot or parcel of record as of the effective date of this 
amendment. 

ii. Parcels that have frontage on two or more roadways may have a 
freestanding sign along each roadway. 

iii. For lots or parcels of record as of the effective date of this amendment, 
with greater than five hundred (500) feet of road frontage, additional 
freestanding signs may be approved for every additional five hundred 
(500) feet of road frontage subject to the following criteria: 
a) Materials, landscaping and design for multiple freestanding signs 

shall be similar; 
b) The location of the multiple signage shall be shown on a site plan or 

plot plan; and 
c) Each freestanding sign shall meet all other requirements of this 

Ordinance. 

iv. If a use is situated on a lot or parcel of record as of the effective date of 
this amendment with a narrow road frontage of less than fifty (50) feet or 
is of a shape that prevents the establishment of a freestanding sign 
along the road, the applicable freestanding sign may be located on an 
adjacent lot or parcel without affecting the sign area allowed on the 
adjacent lot or parcel of record as of the effective date of this 
amendment without being subject to the multiple sign rules of Section 6-
8.07 C. 3. i, above provided that: 
a) A special exception is granted by the Board of Appeals; 
b) The height and area of the freestanding sign shall be based on the 

zoning district of the property to which it serves, as determined by 
the Zoning Officer; 

c) The freestanding sign shall either be located on a separate sign 
structure from any signage allowed on the lot or parcel of record as 
of the effective date of this amendment where it is to be located, or 
shall be or be incorporated into the sign structure allowed on the lot 
or parcel of record as of the effective date of this amendment where 
it is to be located; 

d) If signage from the adjacent properties are to be located on one (1) 
freestanding sign, then the sign area shall not exceed the combined 
maximum freestanding sign area of what would be allowed for the 
individual signs; 
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e) The sign owner shall be required to obtain, record and submit proof 
of an easement from the person or entity who owns the property 
where the sign is to be located to demonstrate that the property 
owner has authorized placement of the sign in the applicable 
location. Such easement shall either be permanent, allowing 
placement of such sign in perpetuity, or if temporary, shall establish 
an expiration date for the easement. For a temporary easement, the 
sign shall be removed on or before the expiration date of the 
easement. Failure to remove the sign on or before the expiration 
date shall be considered a violation of this Ordinance. 

f) For nonresidential properties having no permanent buildings, a 
maximum of fifty (50) square feet of signage is permitted with a 
maximum height as established in Table 6-2. 

g) The setback requirement for freestanding signs shall be a minimum 
of ten (10) feet from the right-of-way except in the following 
instances: 
i) Any freestanding sign located along an arterial road and within 

forty (40) feet of the side lot line shall adhere to the front 
setback requirement for the district in which it is located. 

ii) If located along a collector or local road and within thirty (30) 
feet of the side lot line, the sign shall conform to the front 
setback requirement for the district in which it is located (See 
Figure 5). 
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TABLE 6-2: MAXIMUM SIGN AREA (IN SQUARE FEET) AND SIGN HEIGHT (IN FEET) OF FREESTANDING SIGNS 

Town Center, District or Area 
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Maximum Sign Area 50 20 20 20 20 
See 

Note [1] 20 50 20 50 

Maximum Sign Height 10 8 8 8 8 
See 

Note [2] 
8 10 

10 
except s 
allowed 

a.  
in 

Note [2] 

18 
 

Maximum Sign Area for 
Commercial Business 
on Residential Property 

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Maximum Sign Height 
for Commercial 
Business on Residential 
Property 

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 

Directional Signs 
Maximum Sign Area 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Directional Signs 
Maximum Sign Height 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Drive-Up Signs 
Maximum Sign Area 

36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 

Subdivision Signs 
Maximum Sign Area 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 

Subdivision Signs 
Maximum Sign Height 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 

Note [1] 
The maximum sign area in Prince Frederick Town Center shall be: 

a) 90 square feet along MD 2/4; 
b) 50 square feet along 231, Dares Beach Road and all other existing and future roads within Entry District, 

Village District, New Town District and Forest District; and 
c) 20 square feet along Armory Road, Church Street, Duke Street and Main Street, all other existing and future 

roads within the Old Town District & Old Town Transition District. 
Note [2] 
The maximum sign height for selected special areas in the Prince Frederick and Solomons Town Centers shall be: 

a) 22 feet in Prince Frederick along MD 2/4, Entry District; 
b) 14 feet in Prince Frederick along MD 2/4 and all other districts; and 
c) 8 feet in the Solomons C1 Sub-area. 
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Minor Arterial Road R/W 

Figure 5: Allowable locations for freestanding signs. 

4. Subdivision Signs (Permanent) 

Not more than two (2) subdivision signs meeting the following minimum 
requirements and limitations may be permitted at each subdivision entrance: 

a. Such signs shall be set back fifteen (15) feet from the right-of-way of any 
adjoining arterial or collector roads; five (5) feet from the right-of-way of a 
subdivision road; and five (5) feet from all other property lines. 

b. The size of each sign face shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet in area. 

c. The size of the structure containing a sign face shall not exceed two hundred 
(200) square feet in area, excluding the sign face. 

d. The height of the structure containing a sign face shall be no more than eight 
(8) feet, and shall comply with the requirements of Section 6-8.03.A of this 
Ordinance. 

e. Maintenance of the sign shall be the responsibility of the developer or 
homeowners association of the subdivision, which obligation may be 
assigned. 

6-8.08 Building Signs (Permanent) 

A. General Provisions 
Permanent building signs shall comply with the following regulations based upon 
their classification: 
1. Table 6-3 establishes the maximum amount of permanent building sign area 

allowed on any single building wall. 
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2. The building sign area allowed on each individual building wall in Table 6-3 shall 
not be aggregated and placed on a single building wall (e.g., if each wall is thirty 
(30) feet long, a maximum of seventy (70) square feet of building sign area may 
be placed on each wall). 

3. The building sign area allowed in Table 6-3 shall include the total amount of all 
awning, canopy, projecting or wall signs on each wall. Standards for each 
individual building sign type follow Table 6-3. 

4. A cumulative measurement shall be taken for the entire building regardless of 
multiple uses or multiple businesses sharing party walls. 

5. Buildings with separate uses on two or more stories are allowed fifty (50) percent 
more building area signage than specified in Table 6-3. 

TABLE 6-3 PERMANENT BUILDING SIGN AREA ALLOWED 

Length of Front Building 
Wall (feet) 

Maximum Square Footage of all Building Signs 
(square feet) 

10-19 30 

20-29 50 

30-39 70 

40-49 90 

50-59 110 

60-69 125 

70-79 140 

80-89 155 

90-99 170 

100 or Greater For building walls that are longer than one hundred 
(100) feet, add one square foot of maximum sign area 

for every linear foot over one hundred (100) feet. 

B. Building Sign Types (Permanent) 
1. Awning or Canopy Signs (Permanent) 

a. The construction of the awning or canopy structure shall comply with the 
current International Building Code in effect with the applicable local and 
State amendments. 

2. Projecting Signs (Permanent) 

a. A projecting sign may be attached to the ceiling or wall of an outdoor 
arcade if it complies with the height clearance of this subsection. 

b. All components of the projecting sign shall have a minimum height 
clearance of eight (8) feet above the sidewalk and (fifteen) 15 feet above 
any driveway or vehicular use area. 

c. Projecting signs shall not extend above the roofline of the building. 

d. All projecting signs shall be separated from other projecting signs by a 
minimum of five (5) feet. 
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3. Wall Signs (Permanent) 

a. A wall sign may be painted directly on a building wall, mounted on the 
façade wall or mounted on a raceway. 

b. A wall sign shall not protrude more than eighteen (18) inches from the 
wall or face of the building to which it is attached, regardless of whether a 
raceway is used. 

c. Wall signs shall not extend above the roofline of the building or past the 
sides of a façade to which it is attached. 

d. Wall signs may not be attached to a penthouse or any roof structure 
including but not limited to mechanical equipment or roof screening. 

6-8.09 Electronic Message Centers (EMCs) and Reader Boards 

A. Where permitted, as indicated in Table 6-1 of this Ordinance, up to fifty (50) 
percent of any permitted freestanding sign, canopy sign, wall sign or window 
sign may be composed of a reader board or an EMC. 

B. Except as otherwise provided herein, only one (1) EMC is permitted on any 
single lot or parcel of record as of the effective date of this amendment. 
Parcels that have frontage on two or more roadways may have one (1) EMC 
sign along each roadway. 

C. EMCs shall be prohibited in Historic Districts. 
D. EMC signs, when allowed by Table 6-1, are subject to the following conditions: 

1. One (1) EMC per side of the sign structure, but no more than two (2) 
sides. 

2. Reserved for future use. 
3. The images and messages displayed must be static, and the 

transition from one static display to another must be instantaneous 
without any special effects. See definition of Static/Instant Message 
Change. 

4. EMCs must be designed and equipped to freeze the device in one 
position if a malfunction occurs. The displays must also be equipped 
with a means to immediately discontinue the display if it 
malfunctions, and the sign owner must immediately stop the dynamic 
display when notified by the Zoning Officer that it is not complying 
with the standards of this Ordinance. 

5. The EMC shall come equipped with an automatic dimming photocell, 
which automatically adjusts the display's brightness based on 
ambient light conditions. 

6. The brightness level shall not exceed 0.3 foot candles over ambient 
levels as measured in accordance with the procedure and distances 
for measurement of brightness specified by the International Sign 
Association in its Night-time Brightness Level Recommendations for 
On-Premise Electronic Message Centers (August 2016 and as 
updated from time to time). 

7. EMCs shall not be located within two hundred (200) feet of the 
property line of a residential structure. This setback does not apply 
to residential structures on mixed use properties. 
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8. All EMCs shall be shielded from view of residential structures on 
adjacent properties through the use of a fence, wall or vegetative 
buffer that is installed to shield the view of the sign from the 
residential structure. Such fence, wall or vegetative buffer shall 
comply with any applicable regulations in this Ordinance and must be 
shown in the permit application. 

6-8.10 Master Sign Plan 

The master sign plan allowance established herein is to provide for additional 
permanent signage for large-scale nonresidential, mixed use or residential 
developments and/or is to allow creativity and flexibility in establishing a cohesive and 
aesthetically pleasing overall design of signage within a development. The master 
sign plan provides a review process where any development that includes one 
building of twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet or more of gross floor area, or 
multiple buildings, on a single parcel, with cumulative total of twenty-five thousand 
(25,000) square feet of gross floor area or more can submit a master sign plan 
package that illustrates all the signage that will be used on the lot or parcel of record 
as of the effective date of this amendment and the relationships of all these signs to 
the development. 

A. Master sign plans shall be submitted to the Calved County Department of 
Planning & Zoning for any nonresidential development which meets the 
square foot threshold in 6-8.10 above, and where the applicant wishes to 
submit a single, comprehensive sign plan for review. 

B. A master sign plan is intended to promote consistency among signs within a 
development and enhance the compatibility of signs with the architectural and 
site design features within a development. 

C. A master sign plan may include more than one (1) freestanding sign per 
development or other deviations from the standards of this Ordinance. 

D. An application for review of a master sign plan shall include: 
1 A master sign plan, drawn to scale, delineating the site proposed to 

be included within the master sign plan and the general locations of 
all permanent signs including freestanding and building signs and the 
property lines, buildings, roadways, and rights-of-way; 

2. Drawings or sketches indicating the dimensions, location and sign 
area for all the permanent signs; 

3. Drawings or sketches indicating the exterior surface details of all 
buildings on the site on which wall signs, awning signs, canopy 
signs, projecting signs, window signs or other building signs are 
proposed; and 

4. Information regarding the illumination of any signs. 
E. In order for the Calvert County Planning Commission, or its designee, to 

approve a master sign plan, it or its designee must find all of the following: 
1. That the plan's contribution to the design of the site and surrounding 

area will be superior to the quality than would result under the 
regulations and standards of this Ordinance; 

2. That the signs proposed as part of the master sign plan will create a 
uniform sign package for the site related to materials, lighting, design 
and other features of the individual signs; and 
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3. That the proposed signs are compatible with the style or character of 
improvements and are well-related to each other in terms of location 
and spacing. 

F. The Calvert County Planning Commission, or its designee, may grant its 
approval subject to conditions as it deems necessary to carry out the intent of 
this Chapter 6-8.10. 

G. Upon approval of a master sign plan, permits will be issued only for those 
signs approved under the master sign plan, subject to all conditions of 
approval. 

6-8.11 Portable Signs 

Portable signs shall be constructed and maintained according to the following 
standards, specifications and regulations: 

A. Each sign board face shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet with a 
maximum width of three (3) feet and a maximum height of four (4) feet. 

B. The sign shall only be displayed outside during hours of operation. 
C. Any business may apply and receive approval for not more than one (1) 

portable sign. 
D. If placed on a sidewalk, the sign shall be placed in such a manner as to 

maintain a minimum of four (4) feet of sidewalk clearance for the safe passage 
of pedestrians. 

E. The sign shall be located in front of the establishment which the sign serves. 
F. The sign must be free-standing and shall not be affixed, chained, anchored or 

otherwise secured to the ground or to any pole, parking meter, tree, tree grate, 
fire hydrant, railing or other structure. 

G. The sign must not obstruct entry or exit doors, parking meters, bicycle racks, 
and other features legally in the right-of-way or required as part of any 
building, fire or other safety code. 

H. The sign must not interfere with the opening of car doors in legal parking 
spaces, or with the operation of wheelchair lifts and ramps, cab stands, 
loading zones or bus stops. 

I. The sign shall be weighted so that it is stable and windproof. 
J. The sign must be constructed of durable, weather-proof materials, such as 

slate, marker board, stainless steel, aluminum, aluminum composite, laminate 
plastic, or medium density overlay plywood painted with enamel paint. Rough 
cut plywood is not an acceptable material for the sign. 

K. The sign cannot have sharp edges or any protrusions or features that could be 
a hazard to pedestrians. 

L. Calvert County Government shall be indemnified and held harmless from any 
liability resulting from accident or injury caused by erection and maintenance 
of such signs. 

6-8.12 Temporary Signs 

A. General Provisions 
1. Temporary signs shall be constructed and maintained according to the 

following standards, specifications and regulations: 
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2. Temporary signs shall not be mounted, attached, affixed, installed or 
otherwise secured in a manner that will make the sign a permanent sign. 

3. No temporary sign shall be mounted, attached, affixed, installed or 
otherwise secured so as to protrude above the roofline of a building. 

4. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated. 

5. With the exception of portable (A-Frame and T-Frame) signs (see Section 
6-8.11.), all temporary signs, regardless of the message, are prohibited in 
the road right-of-way. 

6. All temporary signs shall be secured in such a manner as to prevent 
swinging or other significantly noticeable movement resulting from the 
wind. 

7. Because of the nature of materials typically used to construct temporary 
signs and to avoid deteriorating signs and all safety concerns that 
accompany such a condition, temporary signs shall be removed or 
replaced when such sign is deteriorated as determined by the Calvert 
County Department of Planning & Zoning. 

8. Temporary signs shall not be posted in any place or in any manner that is 
destructive to public property including, but not limited to rights-of-way, 
utility poles, public trees, etc. 

B. Temporary Signs on Properties for Sale or Lease 

1. Table 6-4 establishes the maximum area and height of temporary signs 
allowed on properties that are for sale or lease. 

2. Only one (1) sign shall be permitted at any single time for each road on 
which the property fronts. 

3. The sign is limited to yard signs subject to the sign type standards in 
Section 6-8.12 I. 2. d. 

TABLE 6-4 TEMPORARY SIGNS ON PROPERTIES FOR SALE OR LEASE 

PARCEL SIZE MAXIMUM SIGN AREA MAXIMUM HEIGHT 

Less than two (2) acres Ten (10) square feet Four (4) feet 

Two acres to ten (10) acres Sixteen (16) square feet Six (6) feet 

Over ten (10) acres Thirty-two (32) square feet Six (6) feet 

C. Temporary Signs on Residential Property 

1. Residential lots or parcels of record as of the effective date of this 
amendment may have a maximum of twenty (20) square feet of 
temporary signage. 

2. Such signs shall be limited to banner signs or yards signs. 

3. Banner signs may be attached to a building, fence or other similar 
structure. A banner sign attached to posts and mounted in a yard or 
landscape area shall be regulated as a temporary yard sign. There are no 
maximum height standards but a banner sign shall not be mounted in a 
manner that extends above the roofline if attached to a building. 

4. The maximum height of a temporary yard sign shall be six (6) feet. 
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5. Such signs with a sign area of sixteen (16) square feet or more shall only 
be permitted for up to one hundred eighty (180) days in a single calendar 
year and shall require a sign permit. 

D. Temporary Signs on Non-Residential Property 

For the purposes of this Chapter 6-8.12, nonresidential properties shall include 
lots and parcels of record with agricultural, business & personal service, 
commercial, recreational, industrial, public or institutional uses. 

1. Nonresidential lots or parcels of record as of the effective date of this 
amendment may have a maximum of two (2) temporary signs from the 
following temporary sign types: 

a. Air-Activated or Balloon Signs 

i. Only one (1) balloon or air-activated sign is allowed on any 
parcel, at any given time. 

ii. The maximum height shall be fifteen (15) feet. 

iii. The sign shall be securely anchored to the ground. 

iv. The sign shall be set back from any right-of-way, roadway or 
any parking space a minimum distance equal to its height. Such 
setback shall include any wires, rope or other materials used to 
securely fasten the sign to the ground. 

v. The sign shall not obstruct sidewalks. 

b. Banner Signs 

i. Banner signs may be attached to a building, fence or other 
similar structure. A banner sign attached to posts and mounted 
in a yard or landscape area shall be regulated as a temporary 
yard sign. 

ii. The maximum sign area of any single banner sign shall be 
twenty (20) square feet. 

iii. A banner sign shall not be mounted in a manner that extends 
above the roofline if attached to a building. 

c. Blade Signs 

i. Up to two (2) blade signs are permitted at any one time, but 
each blade sign shall be separated from another blade sign by 
fifty (50) lineal feet. For parcels longer than fifty (50) lineal feet, 
one (1) additional blade sign is permitted for each additional fifty 
(50) lineal feet. 

ii. The maximum height of a blade sign shall be twelve (12) feet 
with a maximum width of two (2) feet at its widest dimensions. 

iii. The signs shall be securely anchored in the ground or within a 
portable base designed to securely anchor the sign. 

iv. The sign shall be set back ten (10) feet from any right-of-way, 
roadway, sidewalk or any parking space. 

d. Yard Signs 

i. There shall be a maximum of two (2) faces to the sign, mounted 
back-to-back. 

ii. The maximum height of a temporary yard sign shall be six (6) 
feet. 
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iii. The maximum sign area of a yard sign shall be twenty (20) 
square feet. 

6-8.13 Nonconforming Signs 

A. Nonconforming signs may continue to be used, regardless of change in 
content, until the sign structure is sought to be replaced, expanded or 
relocated. At that time, the nonconforming aspects of the sign shall be brought 
into conformance with the requirements of this Ordinance. 

B. Nonconforming signs must be maintained in good condition. Maintenance 
required by this Subsection shall include replacing or repairing of worn or 
damaged parts of a sign or sign structure in order to maintain the sign or sign 
structure in good repair and condition at all times, and is not a change or 
modification prohibited by Section 6-8.13 A. 

C. Removal of a nonconforming sign or replacement of a nonconforming sign 
with a conforming sign is required when: 

1. A nonconforming sign, or more than 50% of the size of a 
nonconforming sign, nonconforming sign structure or the building to 
which a nonconforming sign is attached, is destroyed or damaged by 
a fire, flood, windstorm or similar abnormal event, or for any reason 
or by any means taken down, altered or removed; or 

2. The condition of the nonconforming sign or nonconforming sign 
structure has deteriorated and the deterioration exceeds fifty (50) 
percent of the size of the sign structure prior to its deterioration; or 

3. The use of the nonconforming sign, or the property on which it is 
located, has ceased, become vacant or been unoccupied for a period 
of one hundred twenty (120) consecutive days or more. 

D. Intent to abandon is not required as a basis for removal under this subsection. 
Removal shall be the responsibility of the owner of the property on which the 
sign is located. 

E. Billboards established prior to February 27, 1992, are subject to the following: 

1. Any billboard must be maintained in good repair and condition, in 
accordance with all applicable codes, at all times, provided neither 
the sign area nor sign height are increased. 

2. No portion of any billboard shall be converted into an Electronic 
Message Center. 

3. Billboards that have an illumination system in the same manner as in 
place at the effective date of these regulations may continue to be 
illuminated. The type of external illumination may be replaced with a 
more energy efficient type external illumination. 

4. Billboards that do not have an illumination system as of the effective 
the effective date of this amendment may not be illuminated. 

5. Billboards shall also be subject to the nonconforming sign provisions 
of 6-8.13. 
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6-8.14 Violations 

Any violation of this Section shall be enforced in accordance with the procedures 
contained in Section 1-7 of this Ordinance. 

6-8.15 Variances and Appeals 

See Article 11 of this Ordinance for variances and appeals. 

6-8.16 Definitions 

The following terms and phrases shall have the meaning ascribed to them unless the plain 
language of the provision specifically directs otherwise: 

3-D Sign 
An effect used in a sign that provides the three dimensions of width, length and 
depth. 

Affix Stick, attach or fasten an object to something else. 

A-Frame Sign 
A portable sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an "A" or some variation thereof, 
which is readily moveable and is not permanently attached to the ground or any 
structure. As distinguished from "T-frame sign." 

Air-Activated 
Sign 

A sign, all or any part of, which is designed to be moved by action of forced air so 
as to make the sign appear to be animated or otherwise have motion. As 
distinguished from "balloon sign." 

Awning Sign 

A sign painted on, printed on or attached flat against the surface of an awning 
which is a shelter projecting from and supported by the exterior wall of a building 
constructed of nonrigid materials on a supporting framework. See also definition 
of "canopy sign." 

Balloon Sign 

A sign that is an air-inflated object, which may be of various shapes, made of 
flexible fabric, resting on the ground or a structure, and equipped with a portable 
blower motor that provides a constant flow of air into the device. Balloon signs are 
restrained, attached or held in place by a cord, rope, cable or similar method. As 
distinguished from "air-activated sign." 

Billboard 
A type of nonconforming sign exceeds allowed sign area and/or height provisions, 
which existed prior to February 27, 1992 and has been inventoried by Calvert 
County. 

Banner Sign 
Canvas, plastic, fabric or similar lightweight, nonrigid material that can be mounted 
to a structure with cord, rope, cable or a similar method. If such sign is supported 
by stakes in the ground, it shall be considered a yard sign. 

Blade Sign 
A temporary sign that is constructed of cloth, canvas, plastic fabric or similar 
lightweight, nonrigid material and that is supported by a single, rigid or semi-rigid 
vertical member mounted into the ground or on a portable structure. 

Building Signs 
Signs mounted directly on a building, or attached to the façade, roof or other 
elements of a building. Such signs shall include awning signs, canopy signs, wall 
signs and projecting signs. 
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Canopy Sign 

A sign attached to the soffit or fascia of a canopy of a covered entrance or 
walkway, which is a permanent structure made of cloth, metal or other material 
attached or unattached to a building for the purpose of providing shelter to 
patrons or automobiles, or as a decorative feature on a building wall. A canopy is 
not a completely enclosed structure but typically is supported by features other 
than the building façade (e.g., structural legs, building extensions, etc.). As 
distinguished from "awning sign." 

Directional Sign 
A small permanent sign located near driveway access points and/or at the 
intersection of internal access drives. 

Display Make a prominent exhibition in a place where it can easily be seen. 

Drive-Up Sign 
Any signage located along a drive-up lane that is oriented toward the customer or 
user in the drive-up lane. 

Durable 
Able to withstand wear, pressure or damage; hard-wearing and not easily worn 
over a long duration. 

Electronic 
Message Center 

(EMC) 

A variable message sign that utilizes computer-generated messages or some other 
mechanical or electronic means of changing copy. These signs include displays 
using one or more lamps, light emitting diodes (LEDs), liquid-crystal display (LCDs) 
or a flipper matrix. A backlit sign is considered an EMC as permitted in Table 6-1 
footnotes 4 and 5. 

Erect Construct or installing a building, wall or other structure. 

Flag 
A sign made of nonrigid material such as canvas or vinyl, and having no enclosing 
or supporting framework. A flag is usually rectangular or triangular in shape, and is 
attached at one end to a pole. 

Flashing Light 
or Sign 

Any sign which contains an nt or source, or which 
the illusion of intermittent 

orintermitt  
flashing  e 

 
light by means

flashinglight  
of animation or any externally 

mounted intermittent light source. 

Freestanding 
Sign 

Any sign supported upon the ground by a monument, pedestal, pole, bracing or 
other permanent measure and not attached to any building. 

Master Sign 
Plan 

A comprehensive plan that provides for variation in the amount, location or 
features of permanent signage that shows the general locations of all signs. 

Multi-Faced Sign 
A sign having at least two (2) display faces, where the sign faces are not mounted 
back-to-back and where the faces are such that the interior angle of the faces is 
greater than ninety-one (91) degrees and not being a three-way dimensional sign. 

Off-Premise 
Sign 

A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or entertainment 
conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the premises on which the sign 
is located. 

On-Premise 
Sign 

A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or entertainment 
conducted, sold or offered on the same lot, parcel, site or property where the sign 
is located. 
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Pennants 
A triangular or irregular piece of fabric or other material, whether or not containing 

a message of any kind, commonly attached by strings or strands, or supported on 
small poles, intended to flap in the wind. 

Permanent Sign 
A sign permitted by this ordinance to be located on the premises for an unlimited 
period of time and designed to be permanently attached to a structure or the 
ground. 

Portable Sign A sign that is capable of being transported because of being lighter and smaller in 
size. Examples: A-Frame and T-Frame signs. 

Projecting Sign 
A sign that is affixed to a building or wall and extends more than eighteen (18) 
inches beyond the face of such building or wall. A projecting sign shall also include 
a sign hung under an arcade. 

Raceway 
An elongated metal enclosure used to mount individual channel lettering and/or to 
conceal related transformers and wiring for wall-mounted signs. 

Reader Board 
A sign or portion of a sign where it is possible to change the copy on a frequent 
basis but where such sign change must be manually made and is not made 
electronically. 

Residential 
Property 

A parcel of record that is improved by a one- or two-family structure occupied as a 
residence. "Residential Property" does not include a farm. 

Right-of-way 

(1) A strip of land acquired by reservation, dedication, forced dedication, 
prescription or condemnation and intended to be occupied or currently occupied by 
a road, crosswalk, railroad, electric transmission lines, oil or gas pipeline, water 
line, sanitary storm sewer and other similar uses; 

(2) Generally, the right of one to pass over the property of another. 

Sign 

Any object, device, display or structure or part thereof situated outdoors or 
adjacent to the interior of a window or doorway which is used to advertise, identify, 
display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, organization, 
business, product, service, event or location by any means including words, letters, 
pictures, logos, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination or projected 
images. 

Sign Structure Any structure designed for the support of a sign. 

Static/Instant 
Message 
Change 

On electronic message centers, a static or instant message change is when one 
message changes to another message instantly without rotating, scrolling, fading, 
dissolving, blinking, audio, pyrotechnic or flashing elements or other movement of 
the message. 

Subdivision 
Entrance 

See entrance definition in the Calvert County Road Ordinance. 

Subdivision Sign A sign placed at the entrance of subdivisions from State or County highways. 



14 
Exhibit B, Calvert County Zoning Ordinance, Article 6-8 

Page 23 

Temporary Sign 

Any sign which is movable, not permanently attached to the ground, a structure or 
other sign, designed or constructed in such a manner that it can be moved or 
relocated without involving any structural or support changes, intended for a limited 
period of display or constructed out of cloth, canvas, plastic sheet, cardboard or 
other like materials. 

T-Frame Sign 
A portable sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an upside down "T" or some 
variation thereof, which is readily moveable and is not permanently attached to the 
ground or any structure. As distinguished from "A-frame sign." 

Vehicle Sign 
Any sign permanently or temporarily attached to or placed on a vehicle or trailer. 
Signs attached to a motor vehicle or trailer shall include, without limitation, any 
signage painted on, physically applied to, or otherwise affixed to the vehicle. 

Wall Sign 

A sign attached directly to an exterior wall of a building and which does not extend 
more than eighteen (18) inches from nor above the roof line or beyond the limits of 
the outside wall, with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the building 
wall. Murals and other painted signs are considered wall signs pursuant to this 
section. 

Window Sign 

Any sign viewable through and/or affixed in any manner to a window or exterior 
glass door such that it is intended to be viewable from the exterior including, but 
not limited to, window paintings and signs located inside a building but visible 
primarily from the outside of the building. This does not include merchandise and 
other displays located in a window, or print intended to be viewable from the 
interior of a building. 

Yard Sign 
Any temporary sign placed on the ground or attached to a supporting structure, 
posts or poles, that is not attached to any building. 
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ARTICLE 12 

DEFINITIONS 

Term Definition 

(Date of Amendment) 

3-D Sign An effect used in a sign that provides the three dimensions of width, length 
and depth. 

Affix Stick, attach or fasten an object to something else. 

A-Frame Sign 
A portable sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an "A" or some variation 
thereof, which is readily moveable and is not permanently attached to the 
ground or any structure. As distinguished from "T-frame sign." 

Air-Activated Sign 
A sign, all or any part of, which is designed to be moved by action of forced air 
so as to make the sign appear to be animated or otherwise have motion. As 
distinguished from "balloon sign." 

Awning Sign 
(9/22/09) 

A sign painted on, printed on or attached flat against the surface of an 
awning which is a shelter projecting from and supported by the exterior wall 
of a building constructed of nonrigid materials on a supporting framework. 
See also definition of "canopy sign." 

Balloon Sign 

A sign that is an air-inflated object, which may be of various shapes, made of 
flexible fabric, resting on the ground or a structure, and equipped with a 
portable blower motor that provides a constant flow of air into the device. 
Balloon signs are restrained, attached or held in place by a cord, rope, cable 
or similar method. As distinguished from "air-activated sign." 

Billboard 
A type of nonconfirming sign that exceeds allowed sign area and/or height 
provisions, which existed prior to February 27, 1992 and has been inventoried 
by Calvert County. 

Banner Sign 
(9/22/09) 

Canvas, plastic, fabric or similar lightweight, nonrigid material that can be 
mounted to a structure with cord, rope, cable or a similar method. If such sign 
is supported by stakes in the ground, it shall be considered a yard sign. 

Blade Sign 
A temporary sign that is constructed of cloth, canvas, plastic fabric or similar 
lightweight, nonrigid material and that is supported by a single, rigid or semi-
rigid vertical member mounted into the ground or on a portable structure. 

Building Signs 
Signs mounted directly on a building, or attached to the façade, roof or other 
elements of a building. Such signs shall include awning signs, canopy signs, 
wall signs and projecting signs. 
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Canopy Sign 

A sign attached to the soffit or fascia of a canopy of a covered entrance or 
walkway, which is a permanent structure made of cloth, metal or other 
material attached or unattached to a building for the purpose of providing 
shelter to patrons or automobiles, or as a decorative feature on a building 
wall. A canopy is not a completely enclosed structure but typically is 
supported by features other than the building façade (e.g., structural legs, 
building extensions, etc.). As distinguished from "awning sign." 

Directional Sign A small permanent sign located near driveway access points and/or at the 
intersection of internal access drives. 

Display Make a prominent exhibition in a place where it can easily be seen. 

Drive-Up Sign Any signage located along a drive-up lane that is oriented toward the 
customer or user in the drive-up lane. 

Durable Able to withstand wear, pressure or damage; hard-wearing and not easily 
worn over a long duration. 

Electronic Message 
Center (EMC) 

A variable message sign that utilizes computer-generated messages or some 
other mechanical or electronic means of changing copy. These signs include 
displays using one or more lamps, light emitting diodes (LEDs), liquid-crystal 
display (LCDs) or a flipper matrix. 

Erect Construct or installing a building, wall or other structure. 

Flag 
(9/22/09) 

A sign made of nonrigid material such as canvas or vinyl, and having no 
enclosing or supporting framework. A flag is usually rectangular or triangular 
in shape, and is attached at one end to a pole. 

Flashing Light or Sign 
Any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source, or which 
includes the illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation or 
any externally mounted intermittent light source. 

Freestanding Sign Any sign supported upon the ground by a monument, pedestal, pole, bracing 
or other permanent measure and not attached to any building. 

Master Sign Plan A comprehensive plan that provides for variation in the amount, location or 
features of permanent signage that shows the general locations of all signs. 

Multi-Faced Sign 

A sign having at least two (2) display faces, where the sign faces are not 
mounted back-to-back and where the faces are such that the interior angle of 
the faces is greater than ninety-one (91) degrees and not being a three-way 
dimensional sign. 

Off-Premise Sign 
A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or 
entertainment conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the premises 
on which the sign is located. 

On-Premise Sign 
A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service or 
entertainment conducted, sold or offered on the same lot, parcel, site or 
property where the sign is located. 
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Pennants 
A triangular or irregular piece of fabric or other material, whether or not 
containing a message of any kind, commonly attached by strings or strands, 
or supported on small poles, intended to flap in the wind. 

Permanent Sign 
A sign permitted by this ordinance to be located on the premises for an 
unlimited period of time and designed to be permanently attached to a 
structure or the ground. 

Portable Sign 
A sign that is capable of being transported because of being lighter and 
smaller in size. Examples: A-Frame and T-Frame signs. 

Projecting Sign 
A sign that is affixed to a building or wall and extends more than eighteen (18) 
inches beyond the face of such building or wall. A projecting sign shall also 
include a sign hung under an arcade. 

Raceway 
An elongated metal enclosure used to mount individual channel lettering 
and/or to conceal related transformers and wiring for wall-mounted signs. 

Reader Board 

(9/22/09) 

A sign or portion of a sign where it is possible to change the copy on a 
frequent basis but where such sign change must be manually made and is not 
made electronically. 

Residential Property 
A parcel of record that is improved by a one- or two-family structure occupied 
as a residence. "Residential Property" does not include a farm. 

Sandwich Board Sign 

(9/22/09) 
See A-Frame Sign or T-Frame Sign. 

Sign 

Any object, device, display or structure or part thereof situated outdoors or 
adjacent to the interior of a window or doorway which is used to advertise, 
identify, display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event or location by any means 
including words, letters, pictures, logos, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, 
colors, illumination or projected images. 

Sign Structure Any structure designed for the support of a sign. 

Static/Instant 
Message Change 

On electronic message centers, a static or instant message change is when 
one message changes to another message instantly without rotating, 
scrolling, fading, dissolving, blinking, audio, pyrotechnic or flashing elements 
or other movement of the message. 

Subdivision Entrance See entrance definition in the Calvert County Road Ordinance. 

Subdivision Sign 

(06/03/08) 
A sign placed at the entrance of subdivisions from State or County highways. 

Temporary Sign 

Any sign which is movable, not permanently attached to the ground, a 
structure or other sign, designed or constructed in such a manner that it can 
be moved or relocated without involving any structural or support changes, 
intended for a limited period of display or constructed out of cloth, canvas, 
plastic sheet, cardboard or other like materials. 



38 Exhibit B, Calvert County Zoning Ordinance, Article 12 

Page 4 

T-Frame Sign 
A portable sign which is ordinarily in the shape of an upside down "T" or some 
variation thereof, which is readily moveable and is not permanently attached 
to the ground or any structure. As distinguished from "A-frame sign." 

Vehicle Sign 

Any sign permanently or temporarily attached to or placed on a vehicle or 
trailer. Signs attached to a motor vehicle or trailer shall include, without 
limitation, any signage painted on, physically applied to, or otherwise affixed 
to the vehicle. 

Wall Sign 

A sign attached directly to an exterior wall of a building and which does not 
extend more than eighteen (18) inches from nor above the roof line or beyond 
the limits of the outside wall, with the exposed face of the sign in a plane 
parallel to the building wall. Murals and other painted signs are considered 
wall signs pursuant to this section. 

Window Sign 

Any sign viewable through and/or affixed in any manner to a window or 
exterior glass door such that it is intended to be viewable from the exterior 
including, but not limited to, window paintings and signs located inside a 
building but visible primarily from the outside of the building. This does not 
include merchandise and other displays located in a window, or print intended 
to be viewable from the interior of a building. 

Yard Sign Any temporary sign placed on the ground or attached to a supporting 
structure, posts or poles, that is not attached to any building. 



a 319 

EXHIBIT B 

Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance 
Dunkirk Master Plan 
CHAPTER II—THE PLAN 

C. APPEARANCE GUIDELINES 
1. Considerations  

a. The appearance of the Dunkirk Town Center, as the "gateway to 

Calvert County", will be instrumental in the public's impression of 
the entire county. 

c. Unity should be achieved through quality of design, Town Center 

planned landscaping, planned roads, and uniform signage and 
street lights, and the use of the same kinds of materials for all 

walkways and parking lots. 

2. County Actions 

d. Signs 

Adopt sign standards addressing size, materials, type, 

location, and lighting to ensure that signs enhance, not detract, 

from the Town Center's appearance. 

Signs add to the visual clutter and distract from 

landscaping, buildings, and natural beauty. In order to reduce the 

visual clutter along the highway and improve traffic safety, the 

number of freestanding signs should be limited. Local government 

signage should also be included in the effort to reduce visual 

clutter. 

Page 1 of 1 
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DUNKIRK ZONING ORDINANCE  

D. SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS 

3. Signs 

The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the 

Dunkirk Town Center. 

HUNTINGTOWN ZONING ORDINANCE 

ARTICLE 8: SIGN REGULATIONS  
The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Huntingtown Town 

Center. 

LUSBY TOWN CENTER ZONING ORDINANCE 

6-4 SIGNAGE 
The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Lusby Town 

Center. 

OWINGS TOWN CENTER ZONING ORDINANCE 

6-4 SIGNAGE 
The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Owings Town 

Center. 

PRINCE FREDERICK ZONING ORDINANCE 

V. Sign Design 
The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Prince 

Frederick Town Center. 

ST. LEONARD ZONING ORDINANCE 

6.4 Sign Requirements 
The provisions of Section 6-8 of the Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the St. Leonard 

Town Center. 

SOLOMONS TOWN CENTER ZONING ORDINANCE 

6-8 Signs 
The provisions of Section 6-8 of Calvert County Zoning Ordinance apply in the Solomons Town 

Center. 
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