
Credentialing Information for Child Care Providers


I. The MSDE Maryland Child Care Credential Program: General Information

(tab: MSDE Program General Info)

a. Hyperlink access for more information about early childhood workforce development programs
i. https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/WorkforceAdvancementBranch

b. Basic Program Information

i. Benefits

ii. How to Apply

iii. Overview

iv. Goals

v. Components

vi. Staff Credential Levels

vii. Administrator Credential Levels

c. Helpful Hints

II. Credential Program Requirements (tab: Requirements)

a. Eligibility

b. Application Types

i. New
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ii. Renewal

iii. Upgrade

iv. Update

c. Helpful Information

d. Ineligibility

III. Incentives of Program Participation (tab: Incentives)

a. Achievement Bonuses

b. Training Vouchers and Reimbursement

c. Child Care Career and Professional Development Fund (CCPDF)

i. CCPDF Requirements

ii. List of Participating Colleges and Universities

IV. Core of Knowledge Training & Professional Activity Units (tab: Core of Knowledge & PAUs)
a. Core of Knowledge Areas

i. Child Development

ii. Curriculum

iii. Health, Safety and Nutrition

iv. Professionalism

v. Special Needs

vi. Community



b. Professional Activity Units (PAUs)

i. Activities that constitute a PAU

1. PAU definition

2. PAU Approval Form

ii. PAU Example Charts

1. 1 Unit Awarded

2. 2 Units Awarded

3. 3 Units Awarded

V. Staff and Administrator Credential Levels (tab: Credential Levels)

a. Staff Credential Levels

i. Requirements

1. Core of Knowledge Training

a. Education and Training

b. Experience

c. PAUs

2. Renewal

a. Renewal Clock Hours

b. PAUs

c. Bonus

b. Administrator Credential Levels



i. Requirements

1. Education

2. Experience

3. PAUs

ii. Renewal Requirements

1. Renewal Clock Hours

2. PAUs

3. Bonus

VI. Frequently Asked Questions (tab: FAQs)

VII. Application Submission Guide (tab: Application Submission Guide)

a. Application Process

i. Complete the Application

ii. Make a Copy for Personal Records

iii. Mail or Fax Documents

b. The Workforce Branch Application Submission Guide

i. How to Submit Applications for the Workforce Advancement Branch Programs
1. Maryland Child Care Credential Program

2. Child Care Career and Professional Development Fund

3. Training Voucher and Reimbursement Program



4. Child Development Associate (CDA) Program

VIII. Sample Application Materials (tab: Sample Application Materials)

a. Reminder to ALWAYS use updated applications directly from MSDE website

i. Samples

1. Credential Application

2. First Application Cover Sheet

3. Renewal Cover Sheet

b. Reminder to ALWAYS detailed and accurate supporting documentation

i. Samples

1. Employment Verification Letter

2. PAU Verification Letter
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