Comparison of the 2023 Draft Zoning Ordinance Articles 1, 2, and 29 with the Current Zoning Ordinance (Adopted 2006)
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[bookmark: _Hlk143177159]Article 1 (Title, Purpose, and Applicability)

· Section 1-2 (Purpose)
· This section has been revised in the draft Zoning Ordinance and now states, “This Ordinance is intended to serve the following purposes: A. To execute the powers authorized to Calvert County by Land Use Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. B. To ensure that the vision set forth in Calvert County’s Comprehensive Plan is implemented by land use regulations consistent with the goals set forth. C. To promote and protect public health, safety, and welfare for current and future generations. D. To preserve and enhance neighborhoods. E. To preserve, protect, and promote the County’s employment base. F. To protect the County’s natural and cultural resources. G. To provide oversight and planning to sustain the healthy growth of the County’s Town Centers.”
· This replaces the following from the current Zoning Ordinance, “The Calvert County Comprehensive Plan is a policy document that reflects present and future needs and concerns and gives direction in addressing those needs and concerns. One tool necessary to implement the Plan is a Zoning Ordinance designed to regulate land uses. Many aspects of land use can impact adjoining properties, neighborhoods, public facilities and overall County development. As mandated in the Comprehensive Plan, this Zoning Ordinance is adopted to regulate land uses as part of the effort to promote the health, safety and general welfare of Calvert County residents.”




· Section 1-3.A (Territorial Application)
· The following crossed out text has been removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “This Ordinance shall apply to all the lands, uses and improvements within the territorial limits of Calvert County, except for the incorporated territory of any municipality in the County, or except as modified by the Town Center Master Plans and Zoning Ordinances. Except as otherwise specified, the use of any property and the construction or alteration of any building or structure shall conform to the requirements of this Ordinance.”

· Section 1-3 (Applicability)
· Sections 1-3.B through L were added to the draft Zoning Ordinance

· Section 1-4 (Transition Rules)
· This section has been added to the draft Zoning Ordinance

· Section 1-5 (Additional Authorities)
· This section has been added to the draft Zoning Ordinance

· Section 1-4 (Exemption)
· This section has been added to the draft Zoning Ordinance

· Article 1: Additional Notes
· The following provision from the current Zoning Ordinance (Section 1-2.02) was not included in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “For the purpose of determining rights attendant to a parcel of land by virtue of the property being a discrete parcel, any determination as to the description of the parcel shall go back no further than the parcel as it existed in a deed under which the grantee in the deed held title to real property as of June 29, 1967.”
· The following provision from the current Zoning Ordinance (Section 1-2.03) was not included in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Ordinance to the contrary, this Ordinance does not apply to a Qualified Commercial Power Generating Facility or a Liquid Natural Gas Import or Export Facility as defined herein.”





Article 2 (Definitions)

· Section 2-3 (Definitions)
· [bookmark: _Hlk102125267]The following terms have been added to this section in the draft Zoning Ordinance
· Abandon
· Abut
· Accessibility Ramp
· Accessory Structure 
· Accessory Structure (Floodplain)
· Adequate Public Facilities
· Administrative Decision
· Administrative Plat (replaces “Replatting” from current Zoning Ordinance)
· Adjacent Property
· Affected Property Owner
· Affordable Housing
· Agricultural Advisory Board
· Agricultural Best Management Practices (Critical Area)
· Agricultural and Resource Areas (Forest Conservation)
· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
· Amphitheater
· Animal Shelter
· Apiary
· Arbor
· Arcade
· Archaeological Significance
· [bookmark: _Hlk102125441]Archaeological Site
· Architectural Feature
· Architectural Review
· Architectural Review Committee
· Areal Cover
· Base Density
· Basement
· Bay Window
· Bio-Retention Areas
· Block
· Blockface
· Board of Appeals Administrator
· Bonus Lots
· Buffer Yard
· Build-To Line
· Build-To Percentage
· Build-To Zone
· Building Signs
· Canopy
· Cantilever 
· Carport
· Chicken and Poultry Coop
· Cluster Box Unit (CBU)
· Cluster Development (Critical Area)
· COMAR
· Commercial Districts
· Commercial Use
· Commission (Critical Area)
· Community (Floodplain)
· Conforming (Critical Area)
· Consolidation (Critical Area)
· Country Club/Sportsman Club
· County Engineer
· Cross-Access
· Cultural Heritage Tourism
· Cultural Facility
· [bookmark: _Hlk102125565]Cultural Resources
· Days
· Day Care, Home
· Deck
· Density
· Department of Public Works
· Development Envelope (Critical Area)
· Eave
· Energy Generating System (Critical Area)
· Environmental Planner
· Erosive Conditions
· Exterior Stairwell
· Family Conveyance Lot
· Fence
· Fill
· Fire Escape
· Flood Protection Setback
· Floor Area
· Forest (Critical Area)
· Fully Established (Critical Area)
· Garage
· Gazebo
· Golf, Miniature
· Greenhouse (Accessory)
· Groundcover
· Growth Allocation (Critical Area)
· Growth Allocation Envelope (Critical Area)
· Hazardous Trees
· High Density Residential Areas (Forest Conservation)
· Historic Site
· Impound Lot
· Industrial Use
· Intrafamily Transfer
· Intrafamily Transfer Lot
· Limit of Disturbance
· Linear Project (Forest Conservation)
· Livestock
· Livestock Enclosure
· Local Road
· Local Significance (Critical Area)
· Manufactured Home (Floodplain)
· Manufactured Home for Resident Watchman/Caretaker
· Map Amendment
· Maximum Density
· Minipark
· Minor Development Project (Forest Conservation)
· Minor Solar Energy Generating System (Critical Area)
· Mixed Residential Development
· Mixed Use Structure (Floodplain)
· Natural Disaster
· New Development (Critical Area)
· Nonresidential Districts 
· Nonresidential Use
· Noxious Weed
· Parapet
· Parcel Line
· Parent Tract
· Patio
· Pedestrian Circulation Routes
· Pergola
· Permanent Disturbance (Critical Area)
· Permanent Sign
· Pet Grooming Establishment
· Planting Plan (Critical Area)
· Plat
· Plot Plan
· Porch
· Poultry
· Principal Use
· Priority Preservation Area
· Private Wetlands (Critical Area)
· Program Amendment (Critical Area)
· Program Refinement (Critical Area)
· Prohibit
· Project Area
· Pruning
· Property Lines
· Public Utility
· Qualified Professional (Forest Conservation)
· Record Plat
· Recorded Archaeological Site
· Refuse and Recycling Containers
· Reservation of Resource Conservation Area Density Rights
· Reservation of Resource Conservation Area Density Rights Agreement
· Residential Districts
· Residential Use
· Residential Care Facility
· Retaining Wall
· Road and Site Development Ordinance
· Roofline
· Seating Capacity (replaces “Seat” from current Zoning Ordinance)
· Sidewalk
· Sight Distance
· Slope Stabilization Activities
· Small Residential Accessory Solar Energy Generating System (Critical Area)
· Solar Energy Generating System (Critical Area)
· Solar Energy Generating System, Accessory
· Solar Energy Generating Systems, Major
· Solar Energy Generating Systems, Minor
· Solid Waste Collection Site
· Special Buffer Management Area (SBMA) (Critical Area)
· Special Event
· Square
· Stacking Space
· Stoop
· Storm Surge
· Stop Work Order
· Structure (Critical Area)
· Sunshade
· Supplemental Planting Plan (Critical Area)
· Technical Evaluation Group (TEG)
· Temporary Cell on Wheels (COW)
· Temporary Contractor Office, Contractor Yard and/or Storage Containers
· Temporary Disturbance (Critical Area)
· Temporary Outdoor Entertainment
· Temporary or Seasonal Outdoor Sales
· Temporary Outdoor Storage Container
· Temporary Structure (Floodplain)
· Tidal Wetlands
· Topping
· Tract (Forest Conservation)
· Tract for Planned Unit Development (Forest Conservation)
· Transfer Zone Density
· Travel Way
· Treatment Facility, Wastewater
· Treatment Facility, Water
· Tree Cover
· Understory
· Utility Box
· Vehicle Operations Service
· Water Dependent Facility or Activity
· Watershed, MD DNR Eight-Digit
· Wetland Migration Area
· Woody Vegetation
· Zoning Interpretation



· The following terms defined the current Zoning Ordinance were not included in this section the draft Zoning Ordinance
· Adaptive Re-Use
· Addition
· Administrative Variance
· Administrative Variance Officer
· Age-Qualifying Resident
· Age-Restricted Housing Community
· Age-Restricted Housing Association
· Age-Restricted Housing Covenants
· Agricultural Preservation District
· Agritourism
· Agritourism Use
· Automobile
· Bedroom
· Boarder
· Boarding House
· Condominium
· Corporate Headquarters
· District
· Ecotourism
· Electric Vehicle Charging Station
· Eminent Domain
· Environmental Impact Statement
· FAA
· FCC
· Forest Conservation Manual
· Forest Interior Dwelling Birds
· Forest Management
· Forest Practice
· Full Cutoff
· Heritage Tourism Uses
· Home Occupation Sign
· Kitchen
· Landforms
· Laundry, Industrial
· LED Sign
· Library
· Liquid Natural Gas Import of Export Facility
· Lot, Bus
· Lot, Double Frontage
· Manufactured Home Dealer
· Manufactured Home Stand
· Manufactured Home Subdivision
· Market, Flea, By a Non-Profit Organization
· Massage 
· Massage Parlor
· Motor Vehicle Storage Lot
· Multi-Use Path
· Museum
· Non-Buildable Residue
· Office Support Services
· Other Motor Vehicle Related Uses Including: Bus Depot, Taxi Service, Vehicle Rental or Leasing
· Parking Lot
· Parking of Commercial Motor Vehicles
· Power Generating Facility, Qualified Commercial
· Pre-Existing Towers and Pre-Existing Antennas
· Premise Address
· Public Cemetery
· Public Notice
· Real Estate Sign
· Regulation
· Renewable Resource
· Replatting
· Restrictive Covenant
· Revised Subdivision
· Roof, False Mansard
· Roof, Gable
· Roof, Gambrel
· Roof, Habitable
· Roof, Hipped
· Roof, Mansard
· Roof, Shed
· Seat
· Solar Panel
· Sports Practice Field on a Farm
· Storage of Motor Vehicles
· Structure for the Keeping of Animals (On Non-Farm Properties)
· Temporary Structure Incidental to Construction (Non-Residential)
· Temporary Structure Incidental to Sales or Rentals in New Residential or Commercial Developments (Sales Trailers)
· Water Dependent Activities
· Water Dependent Facility
· Wholesale
· Wind Energy System, Accessory to a Business or Residence
· Wireless Communications


· The definitions of the following terms have been revised in the draft Zoning Ordinance:

· Afforestation
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “The creation of a biological community dominated by trees and other woody plants in an area that is not presently and has not recently been in forest cover.”

· Awning
· The following crossed out text has been removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A roof-like cover that is temporary in nature and that projects from the wall of a building for the purpose of shielding a doorway or window from the elements.”

· Automobile Filling Station
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A building or lot having pumps and storage tanks at which automotive fuels, oils, and/or accessories are dispensed, sold or offered for sale at retail.”
· [bookmark: _Hlk101961271][bookmark: _Hlk99547051]In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A building or lot having pumps, storage tanks, and/or electric vehicle charging stations at which automotive fuels, oils, electrical power for charging electric vehicles, and/or accessories are dispensed, sold, or offered for sale at retail. An automobile filling station may include a building that is used for retail sales, an eating establishment without a drive-through facility, and/or a car wash.”




· Berm
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A linear mound of earth.”

· Buildable Area
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The area of a lot remaining after the minimum yard, sensitive area, and open space requirements of the Zoning Ordinance have been met.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “This is the area in which a principal building may be located on a property. The buildable area of a lot is exclusive of Natural Resource Protection Areas, Critical Area Buffers, Forest Retention Areas, septic recovery areas, required setbacks, and designated open space.”

· Building Restriction Line
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A line established by this Ordinance beyond which the foundation wall and/or porch, vestibule, deck, retaining wall, or other portion of a building or structure shall not project or extend. Stoops, entryways or roof overhangs (which do not contain living space), chimneys, sidewalks, heating and air conditioning units, and patios that are not elevated above ground level are excluded from building restriction line requirements.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The building restriction line is the delineation of setbacks which restrict where a principal building can be located on a plan or plat. This line establishes the location of the buildable area on a property.”

· Building Permit
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Written permission issued by the Division of Inspections and Permits for the construction of a new structure or repair, alteration or addition to an existing structure.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An official document issued by the Division of Inspections and Permits which authorizes the construction of a new structure or repair, alteration, or addition to an existing structure.”



· Bulkhead
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A vertical structure composed of wood, metal, stone, concrete, plastic, or other similar material designed to retain land or to protect land from wave damage.”

· Caliper
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “As defined in COMAR 08.19.03.01 if different from, the diameter measured at two inches above the root collar.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The diameter of a tree measured at breast height.”

· Classroom Relocateable
· The following crossed out text has been removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A structure containing one or more rooms, each of which is designed, intended, and equipped for use as a place for formal instruction of pupils by a teacher in a school, not constructed with a permanent foundation and which shall not remain permanently on the site. To be considered temporary in a special flood hazard area, the structure must be removed within 180 days of its installation, use or erection.”

· Collector Road
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A road which collects and distributes traffic to and from other roads with access as a secondary function.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A road which allows for the collection and distribution of traffic to and from other roads with access as a secondary function. This includes Major Collector, Minor Collector, and Residential Collector roads as defined in the Road and Site Development Ordinance.”

· Common Access Drive
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An access area, measuring between 50 feet 75 feet wide by between 50 feet and 75 feet long, commonly owned by adjoining lot owners created to provide access to lots.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An access area created to provide access to lots. Commonly owned by adjoining lot owners but may also be owned individually.”

· Community Pier
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A pier, dock or wharf, including pilings, and other such facilities used for the wet storage of watercraft owned by property owners (or tenants) of lots in the subdivision where the community pier is located. Private piers are excluded from this definition.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A boat docking facility associated with a subdivision or similar residential area, or with condominiums, apartments, or other multiple-family dwelling units. A community pier does not include a private pier or a mooring.”

· Concept Plan
· The following text in red has been added to and crossed out text removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A general plan map of a development proposal that shows existing site conditions (including topography, structures, surrounding land uses, etc.) and the proposed land use, size of the development, general layout of structures and streets, lots and utilities, and any other items that may be required for review.”

· Cover Crop
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “The establishment of a vegetative cover to protect soils from erosion and to restrict pollutants from entering the waterways. Cover crops can be dense, planted crops of grasses or legumes, or crop residues such as corn, wheat or soybean stubble which maximize infiltration and prevent runoff from reaching erosive velocities.”

· Declaration of Land Restriction (Nonconversion Agreement)
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A form signed by the owner to agree not to convert to a living space or modify in any manner that is inconsistent with the terms of the permit and these regulations, certain enclosures below the lowest floor of elevated buildings, and certain accessory structures. The form requires the owner to record it on the property deed to inform future owners of the restrictions.”

· Directional Sign
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A small permanent sign located near driveway access points and/or at the intersection of internal access drives.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A sign for public safety or which provides direction information for the control of vehicular or pedestrian traffic.”

· Easement
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A grant by the property owner of the use of his land by another party for a specific purpose.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An agreement between two parties, usually a property owner and another party, for access or use of land for a specific purpose.”

· Effective Approval Date
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Date stamped by Planning Commission Administrator on Final Site Plan.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The date of approval for a permit, plan or other document based on a hearing or signature.”

· [bookmark: _Hlk158207678]Farm
· The following crossed out text has been removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “Property receiving agricultural use assessment from the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation and/or within a recorded Agricultural Preservation District (APD).”
· However, the text removed from this definition in the draft will be included in this definition in the next draft

· Forest Management Plan
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A document approved by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources forester assigned to Calvert County establishing best forest conservation and management practices for a landowner in assessment of the resource values of the forested property.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A plan establishing best conservation and recommended management practices for a landowner based on the landowner’s objectives and an assessment of the resources of the forested property.”

· Forestry
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The management of timber tract, tree farms, forest nurseries, and the gathering of forest products.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The science of planting and caring for forests and the management of growing timber.”

· Final Subdivision Plat
· The following text in red has been added to and crossed out text removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A master drawing of all or any portion of the subdivision, prepared by a licensed professional in accordance with the approved Preliminary Subdivision Plan, which is to be recorded in the official Plat or Land Records of Calvert County after approval by the Planning Commission of its designee.”

· Forest Interior Dwelling Birds (FIDS)
· The following text in red has been added to and crossed out text removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “Species of birds which require forest interior habitat relatively large forested tracts in order to breed successfully (for example, various species of flycatchers, warblers, vireos, and woodpeckers).”

· Front Roadway Buffer 
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An area within a subdivision designated along an existing public road that is vegetated and designed to afford the least visibility of the development from the road.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A designated area within a subdivision or site along an existing public road that has existing vegetation which qualifies as a forest to remain, or to be planted if the area is not vegetated, or as otherwise permitted by this Ordinance. It is designed to afford the least visibility of the development from the road and to provide a visual and sound buffer for the residents of a subdivision.” 

· Intensely Developed Area
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An area within a subdivision designated along an existing public road that is vegetated and designed to afford the least visibility of the development from the road.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A designated area within a subdivision or site along an existing public road that has existing vegetation which qualifies as a forest to remain, or to be planted if the area is not vegetated, or as otherwise permitted by this Ordinance. It is designed to afford the least visibility of the development from the road and to provide a visual and sound buffer for the residents of a subdivision.”  

· Lot
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A parcel or portion of a larger parcel or subdivision whether buildable or not. A contiguous area of land separated from other areas of land by separate description including a recorded deed, a subdivision plat, or record of survey map, or by metes and bounds, for purpose of sale, lease, transfer of ownership, or separate use.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A unit of land created through the subdivision process and recorded on a subdivision plat for building or development purposes.”

· Major Buffer Management Plan (MaBMP)
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A landscape plan and supporting documentation required under this Ordinance to mitigate for disturbances in the Critical Area Buffer”

· Major Development in the Critical Area
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “Development of a scale that may cause state-wide, regional or inter-jurisdictional, environmental or economic effects in the Critical Area, or which may cause substantial impacts on the Critical Area Program of a local jurisdiction. This type of development includes, but is not limited to, airports, power plants, major solar energy generating systems, wastewater treatment plants, highways, regional utility transmission facilities, prisons, hospitals, public housing projects, public beaches, and intensely developed park and recreation facilities, and any development or project authorized by the Public Service Commission under a certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity.”

· Major Subdivision
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “(1) When the total number of new residential lots or other divisions of land subject to Article 7 are derived from a parcel of record as of October 1, 2012 is eight or more. (2) Any division of non-residential land for development purposes and/or the creation of any new public rights-of-way; except that residential minor subdivisions creating a public right of way will be considered a minor subdivision with Planning Commission approval.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “1. When the total number of new residential lots or other divisions of land are derived from a parcel of record as of October 1, 2012 is eight or more. 2. Any division of non-residential land for development purposes and/or the creation of any new public rights-of-way. 3. The creation of any new public rights-of-way”

· Manufactured Home
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A structure, transportable in one or more sections and designed to be used as a dwelling, which is built on a permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities. The structure is built in a factory and bears a seal certifying that it conforms to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards Code (a.k.a. mobile home or residential trailer). This definition does not include modular houses or recreational vehicles.”
· [bookmark: _Hlk66785614]In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A structure constructed on or after June 15, 1976, according to the rules of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, built on a permanent chassis, designed for use as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when the structure is connected to the required utilities, transportable in one or more sections. The term manufactured home does not include a recreational vehicle.”

· Marina
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A facility for storing, servicing, fueling, berthing and/or securing of watercraft, but not including community piers and other non-commercial boat docking and storage facilities.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Any facility for the mooring, berthing, storing, or securing of watercraft, but not including community piers and other non-commercial boat docking and storage facilities.”

· Minor Buffer Management Plan (MiBMP)
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A landscape plan and supporting documentation required under this Ordinance when Critical Area buffer establishment or required mitigation is less than 5,000 square feet.” 

· Minor Subdivision
· The following crossed out text has been removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “1. When the total number of residential lots or other divisions of land subject to Article 7 are derived from a parcel of record as of October 1, 2012 is seven (7) or less. 2. Any division of land for development purposes that does not require the creation of any new right-of-way, other than a private lane and family conveyance easement or right-of-way; except that residential minor subdivisions creating a public right of way will be considered a minor subdivision with Planning Commission approval.”

· Net Acreage
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “For the purposes of calculating density, the number of acres of a parcel remaining after tidal wetlands, non-tidal wetlands, zoned wetlands, and State wetlands are deducted.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The number of acres of a parcel remaining after tidal wetlands, non-tidal wetlands and State wetlands are deducted from the gross acreage.”

· Nonprofit Organization
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Any organization engaging primarily in civic or community services, including Lions, Kiwanis, Rotary, Optimists, Civitans and organizations of a similar nature, which is not operated for profit.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A nonprofit organization (NPO), also known as a non-business entity, not-for-profit organization, or nonprofit institution, is a legal entity organized and operated for a collective, public, or social benefit, in contrast with an entity that operates as a business aiming to generate a profit for its owners.”

· Off-Street Parking Space
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A temporary storage area for a motor vehicle that is directly accessible to an access road, and which is not located on a dedicated street right-of-way.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A space for parking a vehicle anywhere but on the street. These are usually parking facilities like garages and lots. Off-street parking can be both indoors and outdoors. Off-street parking also includes private lots, garages, and driveways.”

· Open Space
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “(1) Any parcel or area of land or water essentially unimproved except for recreational facilities and set aside for public or private use or enjoyment, or for the use and enjoyment of owners and occupants of land adjoining or neighboring such open space. (2) Open space within the Critical Area is defined as: land and water areas retained in an essentially undeveloped state.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Any piece of land or water which is designated as open space in accordance with the provisions of Article 25 of this Ordinance. Designated open space has development restrictions and serves one or more of the following objectives; the conservation of natural resources, agricultural resources, or historic resources or for providing recreational opportunities.”

· Outlot
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “(1) A lot created by subdivision approved by the Planning Commission but not as a buildable lot, as defined by this Ordinance. (2) A lot created by subdivision approved by the Planning Commission for the purpose of constructing public and community facilities (e.g., Public Utility Lines and Accessory Structures, stormwater management facilities, wastewater and water supply treatment facilities, etc.)”
· [bookmark: _Hlk124779153]In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An outlot is a unit of land designated on a plat that does not meet the subdivision requirements as a buildable lot due to size, access, topography, or other restraints but may be used for public and community facilities (e.g., public utility lines and accessory structures, stormwater management facilities, wastewater and water supply treatment facilities, etc.)”

· Owner
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An individual, firm, association, syndicate, partnership, or corporation having legal title to a piece of land.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An individual, firm, association, syndicate, partnership, or corporation that owns something.”

· Parcel
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A unit of land identified by the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation as a separate entity for description purposes. May include an aggregation of lots, blocks, sections, or phases.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A measured portion or area of land usually defined by a metes and bounds description within a deed. A unit of land identified as a separate entity for description purposes with a designated parcel number assigned by the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation. May include an aggregation of lots, blocks, sections, or phases. The assigned parcel number may include multiple tracts of land and/or lots.” 

· Pets, Livestock (Kept on Non-Farm Properties)
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Livestock such as horses, cows, sheep, swine, goats, llamas, alpacas, or poultry that are kept on a non-farm property as pets rather than for their productive value.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Generally accepted outdoor farm animals (i.e., horses, cows, sheep, swine, goats, llamas, alpacas, etc.) that are kept on non-farm properties as pets rather than for their productive value.” 

· Pier
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Any marine structure generally referred to as a pier, dock or wharf, including pilings and other such facilities, used for the wet storage of watercraft.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Any marine structure generally referred to as a pier, dock, or wharf, walkway, breakwater, including pilings and other such facilities, used for the wet storage of watercraft. It does not include any structure on pilings or stilts that was originally constructed beyond the landward boundaries of State or private wetlands.” 

· Phased Development
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Commercial (non-residential) development of a recorded lot or parcel in Town Center, Employment Center/Town Center, Light Industrial, Marine Commercial, or Rural Commercial Zoning in which one specified area of the site is developed before other areas.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Commercial or residential project that is developed in stages and not at the same time. A plan to show the sequence and phases of the development is approved by the necessary reviewing agencies.” 

· Project Plan (Forest Conservation)
· The following crossed out text has been removed from this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A construction, grading, or sediment control activity on an area of 40,000 square feet or greater by a local agency.”

· Preliminary Approval 
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “The conditional approval of a minor or major subdivision by the Planning Commission or its designee. Preliminary approval is required prior to final approval.”

· Preliminary Subdivision Plan
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A drawing prepared for the overall planning of a proposed subdivision with the proposed layout of lots, roads, easements, existing features and requirements as outlined in this ordinance for review by county, state and/or federal agencies.”

· Property Owner
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A person holding title to a property or two or more persons holding title to a property under any form of joint ownership or legally recognized entity.”

· Resource Conservation Area (RCA)
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Those areas in the Critical Area characterized by nature dominated environments (that is, wetlands, forests, abandoned fields) and resource utilization activities (that is, agriculture, forestry, fisheries activities, or aquaculture). These areas are designated on the Critical Area Map as RCA.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “An area that is characterized by nature dominated environments, such as wetlands, surface water, forests, and open space; and resource–based activities, such as agriculture, forestry, fisheries, or aquaculture. Resource Conservation Areas include areas with a housing density of less than one dwelling per five acres.”

· Road
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “(1) A vehicular way constructed within a public or private right-of-way (a.k.a. avenue, drive, circle, street, highway, thoroughfare or other similar terms, but not driveways, lanes, or alleys). (2)  When applying setbacks, the term road refers to the right-of-way. Setbacks shall be measured from the edge of the right-of-way unless other means of measurement are specified.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A vehicular way constructed within a public or private right-of-way (a.k.a. avenue, drive, circle, street, highway, thoroughfare or other similar terms, but not driveways, lanes, or alleys).”

· Simplified Buffer Management Plan (SBMP)
· The following text in red has been added to this definition in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A landscape plan required for an application under this Ordinance for disturbance in the Critical Area buffer for water access, invasive vegetation removal or cutting a hazardous tree(s).”

· Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plans
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “A soil and nutrient management plan developed in conjunction with the Soil Conservation District.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “Means an agricultural plan approved by a local soil conservation district to minimize soil erosion and the movement of sediment, animal waste, nutrients or agricultural chemicals into waters of the State.”

· Zoning Officer
· In current Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The administrative officer authorized to administer the Zoning Ordinance, give zoning approval for permits, enforce the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance, and clarify the intent of the Ordinance.”
· In draft Zoning Ordinance, defined as follows, “The administrative officer, or his/her designee, authorized to administer the Ordinance, give zoning approval for permits, grant administrative variances, enforce the provisions of this Ordinance, and clarify the intent of the Ordinance. The Zoning Officer may delegate the authority to grant administrative variances to the Planning Commission Administrator if a request for an administrative variance is submitted with the review and approval of a site plan, subdivision, or administrative plat.”

· Section 2-4 (Measurement Standards)
· This section, which includes additional definitions and diagrams illustrating select terminology, was added to the draft Zoning Ordinance

· Section 2-4.A (Block and Blockface)
· The terms defined in this section have been added to the draft Zoning Ordinance

· Section 2-4.C (Build-To Dimensions)
· The definition of build-to line (BTL) has been revised as follows in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A build-to line (BTL) is a set line on a lot or parcel, measured perpendicular from the applicable lot line or parcel line, where a building must be located.  Facade articulation, such as window or wall recesses and projections are not counted as part of the building, which begins at the applicable building wall.”
· This replaces the following definition from the current Zoning Ordinance, “A Building Restriction Line established a specific distance from a right-of-way to a line along which the front of a building must be constructed.”
· The terms build-to zone and build to percentage defined in this section have been added to the draft Zoning Ordinance 

· [bookmark: _Hlk158390445]Section 2-4.D (Building Height)
· In the current Zoning Ordinance, the regulations for residential and non-residential building height are located in separate sections
· In the draft Zoning Ordinance, these regulations have been consolidated and are located in on section
· In the current Zoning Ordinance, a height of 50 feet, plus the roof, is permitted in the RD, I-1, and EC Districts if the property is served by a water supply system which is capable of providing adequate supply for fire protection, is certified by the agency providing fire protection, and is in compliance with Article 38A, Annotated Code of Maryland.
· In the draft Zoning Ordinance, outside town centers no building or structure shall exceed 40 feet, plus the roof, except those buildings/structures listed as exempt in items 2 and 3
· The following provision from the current Zoning Ordinance was left out of the draft Zoning Ordinance, but will be included in the next draft, “For structures with the lowest floor support beams raised to or above the flood protection elevation, the maximum height of a building or structure shall be measured from the flood protection elevation to the highest point of the roof. For structures with the lowest floor support beams raised to one foot above the flood protection elevation, the maximum height of a building or structure shall be measured from the flood protection elevation plus one foot to the highest point of the roof.”

· Section 2-4.E (Floor Area)
· The following crossed out text has been removed from the definition of Gross Floor Area in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the floor or floors of a building measured from the exterior face of the exterior walls, or from the centerline of a wall separating two buildings, but not including interior parking spaces, loading and unloading space for motor vehicles, or any space where the floor-to-ceiling height is less than six feet.”

· [bookmark: _Hlk158297572]Section 2-4.G.2 (Lot Width)
· Clarification for how lot width is measured on cul-de-sac lots, lots with a curved front lot line, and corner lots was added to this section in the draft Zoning Ordinance

· [bookmark: _Hlk158390591]Section 2-4.H.1 (Lot Types)
· The term Double-Frontage Lot in the current Zoning Ordinance has been replaces with Multiple Frontage Lot in the draft Zoning Ordinance
· The definition for Corner Lot has been revised as follows in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A corner lot is a type of multiple frontage lot situated at the junction of, and abutting on, two or more intersecting streets with two or more front lot lines. There is no rear lot line on corner lots.”
· This replaces the following definition from the current Zoning Ordinance, “A lot abutting upon two or more roads (not including alleys) at their intersection.”
· The definition for Flag Lot has been revised as follows in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A flag lot is platted so that the main building site area (the “flag”) is set back from the street on which it fronts and includes an access strip (the “pole”) connecting the main building site with the street. A flag lot may also be called a “pipestem lot.” 
· This replaces the following definition from the current Zoning Ordinance, “A lot having access to a public or private right-of-way only by a narrow strip of land held in fee simple ownership.”
· The terms Interior Lot and Through Lot have been added and defined in the draft Zoning Ordinance



· [bookmark: _Hlk158390621]Section 2-4.H.2 (Lot Lines)
· [bookmark: _Hlk105674935]The following text in red has been added to the definition of Front Lot Line in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “The lot line separating a lot from a road right-of-way. For flag lots, if there is a lot line at the bottom of the “flag” portion of the lot parallel or close to parallel to the road right-of-way which provides access to the lot, that lot line shall function as the front lot line provided that the minimum lot width is met.”
· The following crossed out text has been removed from and text in red added to the definition of Rear Lot Line in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “The lot line opposite and most distant from the front lot line on an interior lot. On a corner lot the rear lot line is determined by the orientation of the house.”
· A definition for Side Lot Line has been added to the draft Zoning Ordinance
· The following crossed out text has been removed from the definition of Lot Frontage in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “The length of the front lot line measured at the street right-of-way line.”

· Section 2-4.I (Yards and Setbacks)
· The definition for Setback has been revised as follows in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A required setback is the required minimum distance a building, structure, or use shall be located from a lot line, parcel line, property boundary, right-of-way, zoning district boundary, natural resource protection area, forest retention area, or other specified infrastructure or feature, which is unoccupied and unobstructed by any portion of or projections from a building, structure, or use unless otherwise permitted by this Ordinance.” 
· This replaces the following definition from the current Zoning Ordinance, “The minimum distance by which any building, structure, or use must be separated from a road right-of-way, lot line, or Zoning District boundary unless other means of measurement are specified, or the point from which the measurement is to be determined, is otherwise specified.”
· A definition of Yard has been added to the draft Zoning Ordinance
· The definition of Front Yard has been revised as follows in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A front yard is located between principal building and the front lot line or parcel line.”
· This replaces the following definition from the current Zoning Ordinance, “A space extending the full width of the lot between any building, structure or use and the front lot line, and measured perpendicularly from the building, structure or use at the closest point to the front lot line.”
· The definition of Side Yard has been revised as follows in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A side yard is located between a principal building and the side lot line or parcel line.”
· This replaces the following definition from the current Zoning Ordinance, “A space extending from the front yard to the rear yard between any building, structure or use and the side lot line measured perpendicular from the side lot line to the closest point of the building, structure or use.”
· The definition of Rear Yard has been revised as follows in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “A rear yard is located between a principal building and the rear lot line or parcel line.”
· This replaces the following definition from the current Zoning Ordinance, “A space extending across the full width of the lot between any building, structure or use and the rear lot line, and measured perpendicular from the building, structure or use to the closest point of the rear lot line.”
· Definitions of the terms Front Setback, Side Setback, and Rear Setback have been added to the draft Zoning Ordinance
· A clarification of where front setbacks are measured form in irregular shaped lots was added to the draft Zoning Ordinance

· Article 2: Additional Notes
· Revisions to definitions that have been addressed in previous comparison documents (such as revised definitions of uses addressed in the Comparison of Draft Articles 18 and 19 with the Current Zoning Ordinance) are not addressed in this document

Article 29 (Signs)
· Section 29-2 (General Provisions)
· The following provision has been added to this section in the draft Zoning Ordinance, “Signs will be removed when the circumstances leading to its erection/installation no longer apply.”

· Section 29-5 (Permitted Signs)
· Illustrations of select permitted sign types have been added to this section in the draft Zoning Ordinance
· The following notes are in regard to Table 29-1 (Summary of Permitted Sign Types)
· In the draft Zoning Ordinance, Electronic Message Centers in Prince Frederick Town Center are listed as P-A 3 
· In the current Zoning Ordinance, they are listed as X/P-A 3
· This revision was made for clarification purposes, it does not represent a policy change 
· In the draft, footnote [3] has been revised and now states the following, “Building signs and freestanding signs are allowed only on sites having frontage along Route 2/4, Dares Beach Road West, or Route 231 west of Route 2/4.”
· This replaces the following from the current Zoning Ordinance “Building signs and freestanding signs on sites having frontage along Route 2/4, Dares Beach Road West or Route 231 west of Route 2/4 may be backlit.”
· This revision was made for clarification purposes, it does not represent a policy change 
· The following footnote/provision from the current Zoning Ordinance was omitted from this section in the draft Zoning Ordinance, but will be included in the next draft, “Signs in the Rural Commercial District and Town Centers are subject to architectural review according to applicable design guidelines, as amended from time to time.”
· The following footnote/provision from the current Zoning Ordinance was omitted from this section in the draft, “Outside of any Town Center, building signs and freestanding signs on property zoned EC (Employment Center) along the roads specified in footnote [3] immediately above may be backlit.”
· This footnote/provision will be included in the next draft, but revised for clarification purposes

· Article 29: Additional Notes
· Section 6-8.03 (Measurements and Calculations) from the current Zoning Ordinance has been relocated to Section 2-4 (Measurements and Calculations) in the draft Zoning Ordinance
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